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Dear families, 
 
 

We have been discussing the importance of kindness and collaboration in our assemblies over the last two weeks, 
focussing on how we ensure everyone feels included in our school. This has been demonstrated excellently by our Year 
5 pupils who have been supporting their buddies in EYFS as they stayed for their first school lunch and navigated the 
playground.  
 
We look forward to celebrating Harvest next week. As in past years, we are asking for donations to support the local 
foodbank. Please see the list of items they would like further down in the newsletter. Donations can be given in on 
Thursday morning. 
 
Please see the list of dates for the academic year at the end of this newsletter. This year we will be holding class 
assemblies ahead of the usual open classrooms. The class assembly will be a presentation of learning that has been 
completed the term before and we hope many of our families will be able to come along.  
 
We are so lucky to have exceptional grounds at the school and we aim to get the children outside everyday. Please 
make sure your child has a named coat now the weather is getting colder. We will soon be sharing news about how we 
hope to develop the use of our forest area, as part of this plan we will be introducing a ‘Welly Swap Shop’ so if you are 
sorting out old wellies please do donate them to school for us to use. 
 
It was lovely to see families online at the Friends AGM last night. We are so lucky to have such a proactive group of 
families working  
 
Staffing updates 
Miss Henwood will begin her maternity leave today, we wish her good luck for this exciting new chapter in her life. We 
will welcome Miss Phillips back from her maternity leave on Monday 15th October, she will be working as SENDCO at 
Charfield and Tortworth primaries.  
 
Wishing you all a lovely weekend. 

 
                   Mrs Engley, Head teacher 
 
 

http://www.charfieldschool.org.uk


 

 

 

CHARFIELD OPEN DAYS 
Is your child starting Primary School in September 2026?   

We are holding Open Days 9:30 – 10:30 & 1:30 – 2:30 
Come and see us in action! 

 *** Application deadlines for primary places is 15th January 2026*** 

Wednesday 22nd October, 9.30am and 1.30pm 
Wednesday 5th November, 9.30am and 1.20pm 

     Wednesday 26th  November, 1.30pm  
Wednesday 7th January, 9.30am and 1.30pm 

Contact us on 01454 260518 or charfield-school@cset.co.uk to book a place. 
 

See here for details of Primary School admissions in South Gloucestershire. 
 

Class of the Week 

 

19th September - The teachers have voted and persuaded, and Class of the week 

goes to Year 1  for their wonderful enthusiasm for learning and fantastic 

sentences in their extended writing.  

 

26th September – The teachers have voted and persuaded, and class of the week 

goes to Reception! They have made a brilliant start to their school 

journey—settling in so well, showing kindness, and trying their very best every 

day. We’re so proud of them! 

 

 

OPAL award (previously lunchtime award) 

We have renamed the lunchtime award the OPAL 
award and this will focus on groups and  individuals 

that have impressed us during   
 

Outdoor Play And Learning.  
This week the award goes to . . . 

19th September - Y2 Football Players 

For playing the beautiful game with a wonderful spirit, 

ensuring fairness was at the centre of every game 

 

26th September - BB (Y5) 

For making a special effort to help younger children as 

and when needed 

 

Is my child too ill for school?  
 

We are entering the time of year when there is always an increase in colds, coughs and other viruses. The link below is 
really useful when considering if your child is well enough to attend school.  
 
There is wide agreement among health professionals and educational professionals that school attendance is vital to 
the life chances of children and young people. Being in school improves health, wellbeing and socialisation throughout 
the life course. The greatest benefits come from children and young people attending school regularly. 
 

It is usually appropriate for parents and carers to send their children to school with mild respiratory illnesses. This 
would include general cold symptoms: a minor cough, runny nose or sore throat. However, children should not be 
sent to school if they have a temperature of 38°C or above. If parents are unsure, the NHS website ‘Is my child too ill 
for school?’ provides up-to-date guidance for parents and carers. 
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mailto:charfield-school@cset.co.uk
https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page;jsessionid=833F25B166A48BDE00BC23944DFA5317?id=GLu6GUIMkpw&familychannel=2-2&channel=family
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
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Reading at Charfield – STAR assessments 
Children from Years 2 to 6 will be taking the ‘Star Reading’ assessment on Renaissance. This assessment supports us, 
as teachers to inform decisions about teaching to suit the needs of the class and the individual. 
 

Star Assessments are computer-adaptive tests, which means that children’s reading ability and comprehension skills 
are accurately assessed by the quiz automatically by selecting a more difficult question next. When a student answers 
a question incorrectly, the next question is less difficult. 
 

This assessment identifies the children’s reading age and whether or not this aligns with their actual age. From this, a 
‘Zone of Proximal Development’ (ZPD) range is identified. 
 

The ZPD range gives your child book levels that are not too challenging and not too easy. By having a ‘range’ of books 
to choose from allows children to choose from a greater variety of books which allows them to pursue their interests 
and results in the most motivating reading experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For example: A child is 8 years, 2 months old (actual age) but has a reading age of 9.08 (9 years, 8 months). They will 
have a ZPD range of 3.2 - 4.9. To make this easier for children to choose books from our library, we have correlated 
these ranges to coloured stickers.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The books are also now categorised by interest levels.  
It is based on the child’s reading age and maturity level of the content. It helps match students with books that are 
appropriate for their age and interests, ensuring they are engaged and motivated to read. For example, this ensures 
that children who are younger (actual age) but have a higher reading age are not taking home books with content 



 

Free School Meals  
If you’re on a qualifying benefit, applying for free school meals makes sense for 
your child, your finances and your school! You could be one of thousands of 
families across South Gloucestershire missing out on saving over £400 each year, 
per child. 
 

You will also be helping our school, as we get extra funding that’s called Pupil 
Premium Funding, to improve educational outcomes. 
 

Applying is a simple process and will only take a couple of minutes. 
 

This flyer explains more about applying for benefits-related free school meals and the extra help it offers your child 
and family. Or visit www.southglos.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals  
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which is too mature for them. Likewise, children with a higher actual age than their reading age, are taking home 
books that are suit their reading ability but the content and themes within the text are appropriate to their actual age. 
 

The library has been reorganised so that the books are categorised by interest level and ZPD ranges to ensure that the 
children can explore reading within their ‘zone’ at a maturity level which would be appropriate to them. 
 

Books labelled with an ‘L’ (representing ‘lower years’) have content which is appropriate for children in Years 2-4. 
 

Books labelled with an ‘M’ (representing ‘middle years’) have content which is appropriate for children in Years 4-6. If 
your child is in Year 4, Mrs Geddes will ask for your consent as to whether you feel your child is mature enough to read 
at this interest level. 
 

Class teachers will be putting a sticker into your children’s reading records to assist with monitoring the books that the 
children are reading. 
 

If you would like to check a book that you plan to purchase for your child are suitable for their reading and interest 
age, you can use the accelerated reader finder online. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you require any further assistance with understanding the system we have in place for Reading at Charfield. Please 
do not hesitate to speak with us. 
 

https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/southglos/directory/files/4307_free_school_meals_a5_flyer_final_-_web.pdf
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals


Children with SEND - Learning Plan Reviews 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As part of our ongoing commitment to supporting children on our Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 
register, we will review and update each child’s Learning Plan three times a year — during Terms 1, 3, and 5. 
 
These reviews are an important opportunity for us to reflect on your child’s progress and ensure that their support 
remains closely matched to their individual needs. As part of this process, class teachers will be arranging meetings 
with parents and carers during a set time window each term. 
 
During these meetings, we will: 

●​ Share updates on your child’s progress 
●​ Gather your thoughts and input 
●​ Agree together on next steps and targets 

 
Following each meeting, your child’s Learning Plan will be updated to reflect the outcomes of our discussion and 
ensure we are working in partnership to support their development. 
 
This term, meetings will take place between 6th October and 22nd October 2025. 
Your child’s class teacher will be in touch soon to arrange a suitable time. 
Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Mr Adkins 

 

Harvest Festival 

As part of our Harvest Festival, we will be collecting 
donations in support of the Food bank who welcome 
non-perishable food items, tinned goods, dry goods, 
toiletries and household items. 
 

A list is included below & right, and any donations can be 
left at the front of school on Thursday morning. Thank 
you! 
 
The top 5 shopping list items are: 

●​ Tinned Ham & Corned Beef 
●​ Fray Bentos Pies 
●​ Savoury Snacks - nuts, crisps, crackers 
●​ Spreads - marmite, peanut butter, jam, chocolate 
●​ Laundry liquid 

 
Items should NOT be out of date, damaged or opened. 
Nor can they accept items which need to be refrigerated 
or frozen. 
 

More information on the local foodbanks can be found 
here: https://strouddistrict.foodbank.org.uk/  

A typical food parcel contains sufficient nutrition for at 
least three days’ worth of healthy, balanced meals for 
individuals and families and includes: 

●​ Breakfast cereals 
●​ Soup 
●​ Pasta 
●​ Rice 
●​ Pasta sauce 
●​ Tinned beans 
●​ Tinned meat 
●​ Tinned vegetables 
●​ Tinned fruit 
●​ Tea or coffee 
●​ Sugar 
●​ Biscuits 
●​ Snacks 
●​ Fresh fruit and veg 
●​ Bread 
●​ Toiletries 
●​ Household Cleaning and Laundry Detergent 
●​ Pet Food 
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Dates 2025-2026 
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DATE DAY START 

TIME 
END 

TIME EVENT 

1/9/2025 Mon N/A N/A INSET Day 1 
2/9/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 1 begins for children 
3/9/2025 Wed 15:15 16:00 Meet the Teacher 
4/9/2025 Thu 18:00 19:00 YEAR 6 - Parents Residential Meeting 

24/09/2025 Wed N/A N/A Photographer - Individuals + school siblings 
26/09/2025 Fri All day European day of languages 
1/10/2025 Wed All month Black History Month 
02/10/25 Thu N/A N/A Harvest Festival 

10/10/2025 Fri N/A N/A World Mental Health Day 
17/10/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 
22/10/2025 Wed 13:30 14:30 Open Day 1 - pm 
22/10/2025 Wed 9:30 10:30 Open Day 1 - am 
24/10/2025 Fri 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 
24/10/2025 Fri N/A N/A Term 1 ends 
3/11/2025 Mon N/A N/A INSET Day 2 - TRUST 
3/11/2025 Mon N/A N/A Y6 Residential Trip Starts 
4/11/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 2 begins for children 
5/11/2025 Wed 9:30 10:30 Open Day 2 - am 
5/11/2025 Wed 13:30 14:30 Open Day 2 - pm 
6/11/2025 Fri   Y6 residential ends 
10/11/2025 Mon All week Anti-bullying week 
11/11/2025 Tue N/A N/A Remembrance day in school 
12/11/2025 Wed 15:00 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Butterflies (Y1) 
13/11/2025 Thu N/A N/A World Kindness Day 
17/11/2025 Mon All week Road safety week 
18/11/2025 Tues 15:30 17:30 Parents evening 1 (early) 
19/11/2025 Wed 16:00 19:00 Parents evening 1 (late) 
19/11/2025 Wed 15:00 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Grasshoppers (Y2) 
26/11/2025 Wed 9:30 10:30 Open Day 3 - am 
26/11/2025 Wed 13:30 14:30 Open Day 3 - pm 
24/11/2025 Mon All week Year 3 swimming 
27/11/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4) 

TBC TBC 18:00 19:00 Y5 Parents meeting 1 - Y6 Residential 
06/12/2025 Sat N/A N/A Christmas Fayre & tree sale 
9/12/2025 Tue 9:30 10:30 KS1 Nativity dress rehearsal (to school) 
11/12/2025 Thu 9:30 10:30 KS1 Nativity 1 
11/12/2025 Thu 14:00 15:00 KS1 Nativity 2 
12/12/2025 Fri 11:30 13:30 Christmas Lunch + jumpers - Children 
15/12/2025 Mon 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly (on a Monday!) 
17/12/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 
18/12/2025 Thu 9:30 10:30 KS2 - Christmas Extravaganza rehearsal 
18/12/2025 Thu N/A N/A KS1 Christmas Parties 
19/12/2025 Fri 9:30 10:30 KS2 - Christmas Extravaganza 
19/12/2025 Fri 14:00 15:00 KS2 - Christmas Extravaganza 
19/12/2025 Fri N/A N/A Term 2 Ends 
5/1/2026 Mon N/A N/A INSET Day 3 TRUST 
6/1/2026 Tue N/A N/A Term 3 begins for children 
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07/01/2026 Wed 9:30 10:30 Open Day 5 - am (only) 
14/1/2026 Wed 15:15 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Dragonflies (Y5) 
14/1/2026 Wed 17:30 18;30 Year 6 - SATs Parent Meeting 
22/1/2026 Thu 15:15 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Caterpillars (EYFS) 
28/1/2026 Wed 15:15 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6) 
9/2/2026 Mon All week Children's mental health week 
11/2/2026 Wed 15:15 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Beetles (Y3) 
6/2/2026 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 
10/2/2026 Tue All day Safer Internet day 
11/2/2026 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 
13/2/2026 Fri N/A N/A Term 3 Ends 
17/2/2026 Tue All Day Lunar New Year 
23/2/2026 Mon N/A N/A INSET Day 4 
24/2/2026 Tue N/A N/A Term 4 begins for children 
3/3/2026  N/A N/A Photographer - Class & Leavers 
5/3/2026 Thu All day World Book Day 

06/03/2026 Fri All week (10 days) British science week (6-15 Mar) 
23/03/2026 Mon All week Year 4 swimming 
24/3/2026 Tue 16:00 19:00 Parents Evening 2 (late) 
26/03/26 Thurs 15:30 17:30 Parents Evening 2 (early) 

17/03/2026 Tue All week (10 days) Neurodiversity week (17-23 Mar) 
27/3/2026 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 
1/4/2026 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 
2/4/2026 Thu N/A N/A Term 4 Ends 
20/4/2026 Mon N/A N/A Term 5 begins for children 
6/5/2026 Wed 15:15 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Grasshoppers (Y2) 
4/5/2026 Mon N/A N/A May Bank Holiday 
11/5/2026 Mon N/A N/A Year 6 SATs Week 
15/5/2026 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 
20/5/2026 Wed 15:15 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Dragonflies (Y5) 
18/5/2026 Mon All week Walk to school week (18th -22nd) 
20/5/2026 Wed 12:00 1:15 Gold Lunch 
21/5/2026 Thu 10:30 12:00 Infant Sports Day 
21/5/2026 Thu 12:00 13:00 Sports Day Picnic 
21/5/2026 Thu 13:30 15:00 Junior Sports Day 
22/5/2026 Fri N/A N/A Term 5 Ends 
1/6/2026 Mon N/A N/A INSET DAY 5 
2/6/2026 Tues   Term 6 begins for children 
1/6/2026 Mon N/A N/A Y4 Multiplication check period (2wks) 
3/6/2026 Wed 15:15 15:45 Class assembly and open class Butterflies (Y1) 
8/6/2026 Mon N/A N/A Phonics Screening Week 
10/6/2026 Wed 17:30 18:30 New Reception Parents Evening 
10/6/2026 Wed 15:15 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6) 
15/6/2026 Mon All week Pride week 
18/6/2026 Thu N/A N/A Reserve Sports Day 
22/6/2026 Mon All week Year 5 swimming 
24/6/2026 Wed 15:15 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4) 
29/6/2026 Mon All week Year 6 swimming 

TBC TBC N/A N/A CHARFUN 
TBC TBC 9:00 9:30 Music Assembly 1 + music parents 
TBC TBC 9:00 9:30 Music Assembly 2 + music parents 

1/7/2026 Wed 15:15 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Beetles (Y3) 
8/7/2026 Wed 15:15 15:45 assembly and Open Class - Caterpillars (EYFS) New EYFS pupils 
9/7/2026 Thu N/A N/A Moving Up Day 
10/7/2026 Fri 9:00 10:00 Leavers Play dress rehearsal (to school) 
10/7/2026 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 
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10/7/2026 Fri N/A N/A Reports to Parents 
13/7/2026 Mon 18:00 19:30 Leavers Play 
15/7/2026 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 
20/07/2026 Mon N/A N/A Leavers assembly (for school) 
21/7/2026 Tue N/A N/A Term 6 Ends 

     


