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Message from the Head . . .

18t July 2025
a

It has been a busy last (full) week in school with lots of different end of term events
happening including a whole school assembly (held online as our screen is broken)
in which | talked to the children about different languages and set them the
challenge of learning how to greet someone in a different language. We have also
had a super Rock Steady concert, gold lunch and various ‘Charfun class stall money’
celebrations in classes.

Dear Parents and Carers,

Next week we have the final two days of term, which will be filled with goodbyes
and more end of term celebrations. As well as my last day, we will be saying goodbye
to Mrs Mayhew-Sanders, Mrs Chambers and Mr Bevan Jones. As well as our
wonderful Year 6 children. We would like to say a big thank you to all the staff that
are leaving for their hard work while they have been with us.

Finally, this will be the last newsletter of the year and the last one from me as head
teacher, so | want to take an opportunity to thank everyone for their kind words and
support in my time at Charfield. It has been a privilege to be part of such a wonderful
community and, although | am going on to new exciting adventures, | will miss
everyone greatly!

Kind regards,
Mrs Willcox, Head teacher

What'’s happening next week?

Term 6 School Value:

e Tuesday 22" — leavers assembly school only
e Tuesday 22" — school ends for all

Advance notice

e September 1°t— INSET day (training for staff)
e September 2" — school starts for all children.



http://www.charfieldschool.org.uk/

Wake up Wednesday - safeguarding information from the National College
Don't dive into danger! (L, ss Our #WakeUpWednesday guide shares 10 key water safety tips to help keep
children safe in, on and around water this summer © 12t #WaterSafety

Download your FREE copy here >> https://ow.ly/010550WpX]A

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

10/Top/Tips.for. Parents.and Educators;

STAYING SAFE/AROUND

Enjoying time in, on, and around water plays a vital role in a young person’s overall development, offering a healthy
and exhilarating way to have fun. This guide outlines essential safety advice, based on the Royal Life Saving Society
UK's Water Safety Code, to help ensure children can enjoy swimming and similar activities safely and responsibly.

STICK TO
LIFEGUARDED AREAS

It’s never advisable to enter unsupervised
bodies of water, especially alone. instead, it's
considered best practice to accompany
children to places with lifeguards, as they will
be trained to respond swiftly in emergencies
and provide first aid when needed.

| 5 LEARN SIGNS
AND FLAGS

When going to a new environment, it's
important to research the local area and make
children aware of safety signage before
entering the water. If visiting the seaside, make
sure children are always supervised by an adult
and that they know what different beach flags
mean, so they're knowledgeable of where and
when they can enter the sea.
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3 STOP AND THINK

Young people should be cautious before
entering water, as it's difficult to know what
hazards could be underneath. Use the Water
Safety Code and encourage children to ask
themselves questions such as, “Is the water too
deep or too shallow? Are there currents, tides, or
underwater objects?” Make sure children know
never to enter water from a height, as what lurks
below could cause serious injuries.
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4 CONSIDER WATER
TEMPERATURE

Even on hot days, water can be deceptively cold.
Tragedies strike when young people experience
cold water shock. Never let children enter water
quickly; instead, ensure that they enter siowly
and carefully to allow their bodies to adjust to
the temperature or exit easily if needed.
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g INFLATABLE
SAFETY i )

Although inflatables may seem like a fun idea
when visiting locations like the beach, they can
float further out from shore and into more
dangerous water. It's advisable only to use
inflatables in spaces like appropriately
managed swimming pools, where they're used in
more controlled and supervised environments.

Meet Qur Expert

SUPERVISION
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IS KEY

For young children, and particularly those under =
the age of five, it's important for them to be
supervised at home, outside and at the pool at
all times. It's essential for parents and
educators to understand that young children
can drown quickly and silently; therefore,
anyone supervising them must maintain
constant watch in case they get into difficulty.
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TOO FAR

When swimming, especially in open water, it's
best to teach children to stay within a safe
depth. Share advice with them such as only
entering water up to a standing depth, and in
the case of visiting the beach, swim parallel to
shorelines. This will allow a child to stay in
control and get out of the water easily.

g KEEP POOLS AND
TUBS DRAINED ¢

For parents of young children, a simple way to
protect them at home is to keep outdoor spaces
and bathrooms tidy after playtime. This
includes removing water from paddling pools
after use and turning them over, returning lids to
hot tubs and taking toys out of baths, so all
water can be fully drained from the tub.

5 FLOAT AND
CALL 999

If a child gets into difficulty in the water, they
should try to float on their back, stay calm, and
call for help. If a young person sees someone
else in trouble, they should dial 999 or 112
immediately, then shout to reassure their friend,
encouraging them to float on their back, and
letting them know that help is on the way.
Children should never enter the water to
attempt a rescue or retrieve belongings.

19" SAFETY
f cchooki ]
Beyond swimming lessons, children should be
educated in school on water safety. Use RLSS UK's
accredited programme, ‘Water Smart Schools’,
which offers free lesson plans and resources on

how to be safe on, near and around water by
following the Water Safety Code.

The Royal Life Saving Society UK (RLSS UK) is a national water safety N . .

charity that gives children the chance to enjoy a lifetime of fun in the 3 NOtIOﬂGl
water, safely. Water safety education provided in schools is vital and, in -5 2 CO“e eo
some instances, could be a child’s only opportunity to learn about the 9
water.

X @wake_up_weds n /wuw.thenationalcollege @wake.up.wednesday d @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 16.07.2025



https://ow.ly/o1O550WpXJA

Learning at Charfield

Class of the Week

The teachers have voted and persuaded, and Class of the week goes to . . .
Everyone

Well done to all the classes for being so sensible in the last full week of term.
Despite the changeable weather and end of term excitement, you have maintained our school values.
We are very proud of you all!

OPAL award (previously lunchtime award)

We have renamed the lunchtime award the
k\ OPAL award and this will focus on groups and
O¥%l individuals that have impressed us during
Outdoor Play And Learning. This week the
award goes to . ..

Year 6 for helping to set up the hall every day this week —
we are very grateful for your sensible support!




Friends of Charfield School
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Thanks to your
support, this year
Friends have
contributed.....

Subsidies for
class trips &

class budgets
for "extras"

... and we are very
close to being
able to order the

new outdoor play

equipment!

Message from Friends

The Friends team would like to sincerely thank everyone who has helped with events or made donations this year.
The support from families, school staff and the local community has been massively appreciated.

Friends need you! We need new members for the committee in order for the charity to carry on next year. Could YOU
be the next Chair, Treasurer, Secretary or a trustee?

Positions within friends that need to be covered:

- *Chair*: Leads the trustee board, ensures effective governance, and oversees strategy implementation.

- *Treasurer*: Oversees financial management, budgeting, and reporting.

- *Secretary*: Supports the board with administrative tasks, such as meeting arrangements and record-keeping.

- *General Trustee*: Contributes to board decisions, ensures the charity's purposes are met, and acts in the charity's
best interests.

All trustees share responsibility for the charity's governance and decision-making.

For friends to continue we need a minimum of 6 trustees who can commit to a meeting once a month and we can do
really cool things for our kids

The AGM is scheduled for Thursday 25th September - details to follow. Please feel free chat to any of the current
committee (Keeley, Terri, Shelley, Leon or Helen) of you have any questions.
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Community news

Charfield Community Pantry is open to all.

Located: Inside St John's Church, Wotton Road,
Charfield, GLI12 8TG.

Every Monday - Saturday 10am - 4pm

We have non-perishables and toiletries that are
free to take for anyone who needs it

As it can be tricky to spot in the church we have
provided photos on the reverse
@

S
o @ Thg Keepers #
. Wotton Area Community Hub

Go to the
entrance of St
John's Church

and head inside

through the

& main front door.

On the right
hand side there
& S a church pew
and the pantry

cupboard is
located behind
this.

Please take what you need from the pantry. The left hand side
contains various toiletries and washing items and the right
hand side contains non-perishable food and drink items.

You can also donate items to
the pantry.
We have a wicker basket located on
the church pew where donations can :
be left. Our wonderful volunteers will |
sort and make sure they are added to |
® the pantry. |

: ® The Keepers \\—X L

@ Wonen Aces Community Wb




Dates 2024-2025

DATE DAY

22/07/2025 Tue

22/07/2025 Tue

TIME

START

END TIME

EVENT

Leavers assembly (for school)

Term 6 Ends

2025-2026 term dates and INSET days.

INSET dates 2025-2026

We will be following the published South Gloucestershire term dates for 2025/2026 which are copied below and
can be found here on the South Glos Term Dates site.

2025/26
Term Starts Ends
Term 1 |Monday 1 September Friday 24 October 2025

2025

Term 2 |Monday 3 November
2025

Friday 19 December
2025

Term 3 |Monday 5 January 2026

Friday 13 February
2026

Term 4 |Monday 23 February 2026 Thursday 02 April 2026

Term 5 |Monday 20 April 2026

Friday 22 May 2026

Term & |Monday 1 June 2026

Tuesday 21 July 2026

Charfield INSET dates for next academic year will be:

e Monday 1% September 2025
e Monday 3™ November 2025

e Monday 5th January 2026
e Monday 23™ February 2026

e Monday 1% June 2026



https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=atD1tfGcubw&amp;familychannel=2-7&amp;channel=family

