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Message from the Head . . .
Dear Parents and Carers, p

We started this week with our whole school assembly in which | talked about the
CSET awards and shared all the nominees, and Charfield winners, in each category.
As | share on page 3, we had over 100 children nominated, and it was wonderful to
be able to read so many positive things.

This week we had first aid sessions (fully funded by Friends) in YR, 2, 4 and 6. These
are fantastic experiences for the children — building essential life skills —and we are
very grateful to Friends for funding them. Without the support of Friends, who put
on lots of wonderful events during the year, we would not be able to provide these
extra activities and would lose them from the curriculum. Friends are only able to
provide these things through their fundraising, and we need more parents/carers to
join the Friends team to keep them happening. If you would like to know more about
supporting Friends, they can be contacted on: friendsofcharfield@gmail.com

Kind regards,
Mrs Willcox, Head teacher

What'’s happening next week?

Term 6 School Value:

® Tues 1% July - Music assembly — Mrs Boales’ students.

e Thurs 3 - Open class Year 3, Beetles

Advanced warning

Monday 7" — Block swimming week starts

Monday 7" — CSET celebration for Charfield school winners
Wed 9t — Moving up day

Thurs 10" — Y6 dress rehearsal to school

Fri 11%" — Gold assembly

Fri 11" — Reports sent to parents/carers

Charfun - Saturday 28" 1-3pm

Don’t forget to come along and support Charfun this weekend. The children have been working hard on their stalls
and are hoping to make lots of money that they can spend.
Friends have lots of great stalls arranged, including the very popular BBQ. We hope to see you there!



http://www.charfieldschool.org.uk/
mailto:friendsofcharfield@gmail.com

Staff update

Miss Phillips has confirmed that she will return during Term 1 when her maternity leave ends. Therefore, Mr Adkins
will continue his role as acting SENCo for the start of the year and until Miss Phillips has returned.

As you will be aware, Miss Hall (Year 5 teacher) has been unwell this year and unable to be in school. As part of her
treatment, Miss Hall has recently had another significant operation, and | am pleased to share that she has told us it
went well, and she is now recovering slowly and steadily.

We are working closely with HR and Miss Hall about her return to school, and while this happens, are appointing a
teacher to work in the year 5 class from September. Interviews will be next week, and we will share the name of the
teacher as soon as we are able.

In addition to this, we have also appointed Miss Woods who will work two days a week to provide additional capacity
while Mr Adkins continues to cover the SENCo role and ahead of Miss Henwood starting her maternity leave.

As shared in the letter from Will Roberts, Charfield and Tortworth schools will be working closely together and
sharing the leadership teams across both schools. This means Mrs Engley, Mr Adkins and Mr Galsworthy (and Miss
Phillips when she returns) will spend time in both settings and there will always be at least one member of the senior
leadership team available at each school.

Staffing map for 25/26
CLASSES 25/26
The teachers and the class structure for September will be:

CLASS NAME YEAR GROUP TEACHER(S)
Caterpillars EYFS Mrl\sﬂl;isnlijﬂsi?r:/]i:]((eh(/I{J;JI:/)W)
Butterflies 1 Mrs Morrissey

Grasshoppers 2 Miss Henwood
Beetles 3 Miss Luckett
Ladybirds 4 Mrs Geddes
Dragonflies 5 New appointment
Bumblebees 6 Miss Archbold

DHT/SENCO = Mr Adkins HT = Mrs Engley




CSET awards — Charfield winners

As you will be aware from the article in Newsletter 29 (2" May), the academy trust of which we are part (CSET) is
holding its annual awards again this year. These are celebrated in an event which recognises the achievements of the
wonderful young people across our Trust.

For the past few weeks, the children and staff have been nominating children for each of the ten categories, and we
had nominations for over 100 children in total making it extremely difficult to pick overall winners for Charfield . . . .
however, we have done it!

The winners in 24/25 for Charfield are:
e Kindness = lvy-Rose (Y4)
e Sporting Achievement = Ellis (R)
e Creativity = Alfie (Y1)
e Qutstanding individual progress = Betsie (Y4)
e Green Planet = Recycling team (Dexter, Lara, Mason, Charlie & Harvey, Cari - Y5)
e OQutstanding team of the year = Football team (Charlie, Zac & Mason Y5 + Amelia D, Georgia, Lily, Hudson,
Charlie J, Harry, Matthew & Finley Y6)
e Contribution to the wider community = Amelia D (Y6)
e Resilience = Harpa-Rae (Y4)
e Unsung hero = Leo (Y1)
e Living school values = Henry (Y6)

We are really of all the children who were nominated and have recognised this in our Monday assembly, and with
certificates (and hopefully also badges soon). The winners will attend the trust celebration event on the 7t" July where
final trust winners will be chosen for each category. We will let you know how we get on.

Annual reports

On Friday 11t July we will be sending home annual reports along with statutory data sheets for EYFS, Y1 (phonics), Y2
(phonics retake), Y4 MTC and Y6.

In a change this year, we will be using INSIGHT (our data system) to send these electronically — in the same way that
attendance reports are shared. This means the reports reflect accurate, up-to-date data on assessments and progress
as well as brief comments from the class teacher on core areas and a more detailed comment about them as a
learner. They also include information about attitudes and approaches to learning.

As the reports are being sent electronically, they may arrive at different times during the day, but all reports will be
sent by the end of school. If you would like a paper copy, please let us know and we can arrange this.




Wake up Wednesday - safeguarding information from the National College

Switching things up #& E] The Nintendo Switch 2 adds new features like voice chat and a plug-in camera - but
also new #OnlineSafety concerns. Our #WakeUpWednesday guide has the full overview for parents and

Download your FREE copy here >> https://ow.ly/EXQOX50WfwKU

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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Nintendo launched its Switch 2 games console in early June 2025 - its first new console in eight years. While

it builds on the original’s success by remaining compatible with certain existing games, it also adds powerful
hardware and new features like GameChat and a USB-C camera. As more children look to upgrade, it's
important to understand how this new console might affect their play and safety.

educators {

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

GAMECHAT & REAL-TIME
VOICE COMMUNICATION

GameChat enables live chatting with up \
to 12 people, even across different games,

EASIER TO ACCESS
MATURE CONTENT i

Despite Nintendo's reputation for family-friendly
titles, mature games like Cyberpunk 2077 and

Hitman have been released onto the platform.
With the Switch 2's improved performance,
developers will be able to port even more
mature-rated games. These may appeal to
children due to their popularity, but they contain
content that is highly unsuitable for young

audiences.
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IN-APP & GAME
STORE PURCHASES

The Nintendo eShop enables purchases

with just a few taps. If payment details are
saved and PIN protection is disabled, children
may unknowingly make costly purchases -
including game add-ons, cosmetic items or
entire new releases - without parental approval.

YoCl4n
UNRESTRICTED ONLINE ,

PLAY IN SOME GAMES
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While GameChat is one feature, Switch 2 also
connects to the broader Nintendo Switch Online
service. Many free-to-play titles like Fortnite or
Splatoon 4 allow voice or text chat with
strangers unless chat settings are adjusted,
meaning children could encounter
inappropriate language or unwanted contact.
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CHECK RATINGS & USE PARENTAL CONTROLS

Every Switch and Switch 2 game comes with a PEGI age rating. Before buying one,
ensure the content matches your child’s age. Use the Nintendo Parental Controls
app to monitor gameplay, set screen-time limits and manage friend requests.

REMOVE OR RESTRICT PAYMENT METHODS

Avoid accidental spending by unlinking credit cards from the device. Instead,
consider adding funds via prepaid eShop cards or requiring a PIN for purchases.
Some banking apps can also be set to approve transactions manually.

Meet Qur Expert

Lloyd Coombes is the Games Editor of Daily Star and has been working in
the gaming and tech industry for five years. A regular visitor to the App
Store to try out new tools, he’s also a parent and understands the
importance of online safety. He's also a tech and fitness writer and has

been published on sites including IGN, TechRadar, and plenty more.

x @wake_up_weds
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with optional video and screen-sharing. Though

children under 16 are restricted to chatting only
with approved friends, the sheer interactivity
could raise privacy concerns or create pressure
to remain online longer.

CAMERA COMPATIBILITY
& PRIVACY CONCERNS

The optional USB-C camera supports video
calling and facial overlays in games; however,
this also raises the risk of cyberbullying or the
unwanted sharing of personal images. The
camera can be disabled, removed or covered,
and parental controls are essential to manage
how and when it is used.

T AR
POWERFUL PULL OF
FAMILIAR CHARACTERS

Nintendo’s mascot, Mario - along with Pikachu,
Donkey Kong and others - remains hugely
appealing to younger audiences, especially
after the success of the recent film, ‘The Super
Mario Bros. Movie' (2023). These beloved icons
are central to Nintendo's branding and often
feature in merchandising, adverts and in-game
promotions, creating strong emotional
attachments in children and a sense of urgency
to keep up with their peers.

REVIEW FRIEND USTS AND CHAT PERMISSIONS

Child profiles are restricted to chatting with approved friends only, but it's
good practice to regularly check their friend list and communication settings.
Use the Parental Controls app to switch off voice or video chat if necessary.

ENCOURAGE OPEN CONVERSATIONS

Teach children how to block, report and capture any behaviour or content
that makes them uncomfortable. The console’s buiit-in tools allow them to
create screenshots and video clips, which can aid in reporting any issues. Keeping
an open dialogue helps children feel supported and safe.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 25.06.2025
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https://ow.ly/EXQX50WfwKU

Learning at Charfield

Class of the Week

The teachers have voted and persuaded, and Class of the week goes to . . .

Year 5

Year 5 Well done you have worked extremely hard, we are very proud of you.

Well done Year 5!

Dojo/House points

Falcon Kestrel Merlin

530 524 574

OPAL award (previously lunchtime award)

We have renamed the lunchtime award the
l*\ OPAL award and this will focus on groups and
O “' individuals that have impressed us during
3 Outdoor Play And Learning. This week the

award goesto. ..

L-R B and AS from Reception class who spent their
breaktime litter picking!

Respect award

As part of our Anti-
Bullying approach, we
celebrate children who
have gone above beyond
to show the schools
values, particularly
respect.

This week’s respect
award goes to. ..

MG Y5 for Helping me when | was stuck in Maths, you made it make
sense. Nominated by HZ.

EB Y3 for taking turns and sharing the scooter at lunchtime. Nominated
by AS.




FRIENDS of Charfield School

We still need volunteers to help with refreshments for sports day, you can sign up at:
Sports day: volunteersignup.org/YJXFH

SATURDAY 28TH JUNE

12.00PM TO 4.00PM

CHARFUN

COMMUNITY FAYRE

HI EVERYONE,

CHARFUN IS ON SATURDAY 28TH JUNE,
THE DAY SHOULD BE A LOT OF FUN AND
RAISE MONEY TO BENEFIT THE WHOLE
SCHOOL. WE ARE A BIT SHORT ON
VOLUNTEERS TO HELP ON THE DAY, WE
WOULD APPRECIATE IF ANYONE COULD
SPARE AN HOUR ON THE DAY TO HELP
OUT, IT COULD BE TO SET UP,
REFRESHMENTS, BBQ, GAMES, PACK
AWAY. PLEASE ADD YOUR NAME TO THE
ROTA IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP.
THANK YOU, FRIENDS COMMITTEE X

friendsofcharfield@gmail.com REGISTERED cHARTY

Link for volunteering for Charfun https://volunteersignup.org/BFLLB

Community news

Supporting your child with transitions

School transitions can be anxiety provoking for many children and young people, so the Early Help Team (Compass)
have included below some useful links that you can access if wanted:

inourplace | Solihull Approach — Moving up
e a reminder that families have FREE access to all of the courses from Solihull, which can be accessed
here: inourplace.co.uk/south-gloucestershire/

My child is anxious about school transitions or changes - Support for Parents from Action For Children

School Anxiety and Refusal | Parent Guide to Support | YoungMinds

Supporting school transitions | Resources | YoungMinds

Transitions : Mentally Healthy Schools

How Parents Can Help With Secondary School Transition | YoungMinds

Supporting Children To Return To School.pdf (multiscreensite.com)



https://volunteersignup.org/YJXFH
https://volunteersignup.org/BFLLB
https://inourplace.co.uk/moving-up/
https://inourplace.co.uk/south-gloucestershire/
https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/school-life/school-behaviour-wellbeing/school-anxiety-transitions-changes/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-a-z-mental-health-guide/school-anxiety-and-refusal/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/professional/resources/supporting-school-transitions/
https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/factors-that-impact-mental-health/school-based-risk-factors/transitions/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/blog/helping-your-child-manage-the-move-from-primary-to-secondary-school/
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/8f4fe5a9/files/uploaded/Supporting%20Children%20To%20Return%20To%20School.pdf

Dates 2024-2025

* Change of date for music concert in Term 6 (Mr Beale’s students)

DATE DAY END TIME EVENT
28/06/2025 Sat CHARFUN
01/07/2025 Music Assembly 1 + music parents (Mrs Boales)
03/07/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3)
07/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 1
09/07/2025 Wed N/A N/A Moving Up Day
10/07/2025 Thu 09:00 10:00 Leavers Play dress rehearsal (to school)
11/07/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
11/07/2025 Fri N/A N/A Reports to Parents
14/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 2
14/07/2025 Mon 18:00 19:30 Leavers Play
16/07/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Leavers assembly (for school)
22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 6 Ends

2025-2026 term dates and INSET days.

INSET dates 2025-2026

We will be following the published South Gloucestershire term dates for 2025/2026 which are copied below and
can be found here on the South Glos Term Dates site.

2025/26

Term Starts Ends

Term 1 |Monday 1 September Friday 24 October 2025
2025

Term 2 |Monday 3 November Friday 19 December
2025 2025

Term 3 |Monday 5 January 2026 | Friday 13 February

2026

Term 4 |Monday 23 February 2026| Thursday 02 April 2026

Term 5 |Monday 20 April 2026 Friday 22 May 2026

Term 6 |Monday 1 June 2026 Tuesday 21 July 2026

Charfield INSET dates for next academic year will be:

e Monday 1% September 2025
e Monday 3™ November 2025

e Monday 5th January 2026
e Monday 23" February 2026

e Monday 1% June 2026



https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=atD1tfGcubw&amp;familychannel=2-7&amp;channel=family

