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Message from the Head . . .

Dear Parents and Carers,

&

We have had statutory Year 6 SATs in school this week and the whole school has
been marvellous throughout the tests. Our fantastic Year 6 have shown all our
values, approaching each test with a smile (even though many of them were
nervous initially) and really embodying this terms value — courage. Thanks go to Mrs
Watkins for buying all the food for the Y6 SATs breakfast and to Mrs Jones (our
school cook) who came in early every morning to warm the pastries and serve with
a smile. Thanks also to Miss Archbold & Mrs Moore for supporting with all the prep,
including the SATs breakfast, and finding lots of ways to spread positivity — including
some very well-liked breakfast puns each day.

On page 2 is a reminder of the school uniform expectations. As the hot summer
weather arrives, we are happy that children wear shorts (either under dresses or as
part of their uniform) but ask that these are a suitable length & fit (no hot pants
please). We also ask that parents/carers support us by reminding children that they
should remove jumpers in hot weather, as some children would wear these all day
if allowed.

Next week is the final week of Term 5 and our annual sports day (weather
permitting). More about this on page 2.

Kind regards,
Mrs Willcox, Head teacher

What’s happening next week?

Term 5 School Value:

Mon 19" — National Walk to School Week

Tues 20" — Gold lunch

Wed 21— Sports day & Picnic lunch (KS1 = 10.30am-12, KS2 = 1.30-3.00pm)
Wed 21st - Relationship & Sex Education materials available in hall (3.20pm)
Fri 239 —Term 5 ends

Advanced warning

e Mon 2" June = Term 6 starts for everyone

e Mon 2™ June = 2-Period for statutory Y4 multiplication check begins

e Thurs 5% = Caterpillars (YR) open class



http://www.charfieldschool.org.uk/

Care on the crossing

We have received a concern from a member of the school community about the safety of children & families using the
crossing before and after school. Unfortunately, there have been two recent incidents where a member of the general
public has not noticed the red light on the crossing, fortunately the children were safely across/supervised by parents.

We regularly remind the children about safe crossing but would appreciate all parents/carers reminding their children

about this too.

Additionally, if you are concerned about driving around the school, issues can be reported to the local PCSO on 07802 875

040

Sports Day reminder

Relationships & Sex Education (RSE) event reminder

Next Wednesday, assuming the weather is ok, we will hold
our annual Sports Days. As communicated in Newsletters
28 and 30.

The day will be split into two parts - Infant children in the
morning from 10.30am-12.00 and Junior children in the
afternoon from 1.30-3.00pm.

Parents & carers are welcome to come along and cheer
their children on. One side of the track will be free for you
to sit on (children move initially so parents usually move
along). There will also be a toddler race for siblings/ smaller
children who would like to participate.

In between the two events we are holding our usual picnic
lunch. The school kitchen provides picnic lunches for
anyone who orders a school dinner, or families can bring a
picnic to share - please avoid products containing nuts as
we have children with allergies in school. Seating is not
provided so please bring blankets etc. to sit on. Please also
bring a bag to take rubbish home.

Friends will be selling refreshments throughout the events.
During the sports days these are for parents and siblings
but can be given to school children at lunchtime if wanted.

Please note we do not allow any smoking or vaping while
on the school site and ask that photos taken are only of
your child and are not shared on social media for
safeguarding reasons.

As communicated in the letter dated Thursday 8t May,
next term all classes will be completing their Jigsaw Unit —
Changing Me — which covers concepts such as growing
from young to old, body image, self-esteem, family
stereotypes, assertiveness and transition to the next year
group/secondary school. This unit also covers Sex
Education.

The letter shared previously explains in more detail the
content that will be covered by each year group. Each year
group is taught appropriate to their age and developmental
stage and any questions asked that are outside the remit of
that year groups’ programme will not be answered with
children encouraged to speak to their parent/carers at
home.

At 3.20pm on Wednesday 21t May (after Sports Day) we
will be holding an RSE information event in the school hall
which will give you an informal opportunity to look at some
of the resources that will be used in each year group should
you wish to see them. It is also possible, by appointment,
to watch the scientific animations that will be shown to
support learning in year 4, 5 and 6. These animations
replace all the videos used in previous years.

Attendance letters — Term 5

As explained in Newsletter 27, we are now using an online system to generate our attendance letters and these are

being sent termly to all families.

Letters for Term 5 will be sent early next week, and as before are based on the following thresholds:

Perzistent absence
(80-290%)

Very low attendance
(0-80%%)

Good attendance Excellent attendance

[94.1-97%) 97.1-100%)

Please be assured that we understand there may well be genuine reasons for absence, but we need to inform parents

when their child’s attendance is low.

If you have any questions about the letter you receive, please contact the school office so we can discuss your child’s

attendance further. Thank you.




School uniform at Charfield — summer reminder

As the weather heats-up we wanted to remind all families about the uniform expectations at Charfield.

All children are expected to wear the school uniform as we believe this helps them develop a sense of pride and identify
with our school. Please make sure all uniform items are labelled so we can reunite lost uniform with its owner! We
always have a lot of items without names in lost property!

Note - shorts should be a reasonable length & fit - no hot pants please!

School uniform is as follows: PE kits can be worn on your child’s PE days. The children say
Tops: white polo shirt or white shirt/blouse they prefer this; we save lots of curriculum time by not
School sweatshirt/cardigan getting changed in school and deal with much less lost
roperty!
Bottoms: Grey/black trousers or grey/black skirt LRSS
Grey/black shorts The PE uniform for all children is:
Grey/black socks or tights White school PE t-shirt '
Pale Blue & white checked dresses/ playsuits / Black or grey (charcoal) plain shorts
ckirts Black/dark grey (charcoal) jogging bottoms
Grey pinafore dresses SCh'OOI Hoodie
NB/ black cycle shorts are permitted under skirts/dresses. Trainers - laces or velcro (no daps)
Footwear: all children are expected to wear low-heeled Please note PE items should be plain with no logos, patterns

black footwear (not ballet styles shoes). Plain black trainers | ©F Stripes.
are permitted. All laces must be black.
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Children are permitted to wear a watch and stud earrings (which should be covered or removed for PE). We will ask
them to remove any other jewellery, and this will be stored safely until they can bring it home.

Hairstyles should be sensible and suitable for school. Hair clips, bands and bows should be in school colours and of a
sensible size. Please do not send children with large bows or headbands (e.g. cat ears) as we will ask them to remove
these and will store them safely until they can bring them home.

Longer hair must be tied back for PE.

While the weather is hot, please support us by reminding children to remove their jumpers and hoodies. If possible,
they should leave these at home and bring a thin, waterproof coat in the bags for colder days.




Wake up Wednesday - safeguarding information from the National College

Block out online risks in Minecraft /I €  With millions of players chatting and creating, our #WakeUpWednesday

]

guide helps parents and educators keep young gamers safe in this endlessly popular sandbox title

Download >> https://ow.ly/g7Gx50VRURCc #MinecraftSafety

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

still the best-selling game of all time, Minecraft is a bastion of creativity and community, with hundreds of

millions of players building and crafting in its almost endless world. The popularity of Minecraft among
gamers of all ages means it's important to remain informed about the game, including how to play it safely
WHAT ARE and whether it’s suitable for the children in your care. That's why we've created this guide explaining the
THE RISKS? risks associated with Minecraft and how to ensure a purely enjoyable gaming experience.

———— > 7 e r

SCARY ELEMENTS r PUBLIC SERVERS AND
While Minecraft can be seen as a kind COMMUN,CAT,ONS

of “digital LEGO', certain game modes include ] . )
With public servers being so easily accessible in

creatures accompanied by eerie sound effects.
These can be a bit too frightening for some
younger players, potentially leading to
distressing in-game combat and other
encounters — although the combat is quite basic
and free from any real depiction of violence.

Minecraft, it's highly likely that children will end
up chatting with strangers through the in-game
text chat. Some servers even place an emphasis
on social interaction, actively encouraging
communication between players. While there's
nothing inherently wrong with this, it does carry
certain risks. In addition to the concerns around

ﬂm [ p speaking with strangers online, players who
host their own servers may have their IP

GRIEFING

Some players in Minecraft take
pleasure in deliberately damaging
or destroying another person’s creations.

This behaviour, known as ‘griefing’, is a form of
bullying — it intentionally ruins someone else’s
experience by erasing hours of their work and
forcing them to start over. Many public servers
regard griefing as a serious offence and often
ban those who engage i

addresses exposed, posing a further security

Im]ﬂm > 5: concern.
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ADDITIONAL
PURCHASES S

Minecraft is available as a free trial on a
" variety of devices; however, the full game
- & requires a one-off purchase, which is typically

around £15. After that, players have the option to

ADD,CT,V EN ESS buy additional cosmetic upgrades or subscribe
to Minecraft Realms. Realms is an entirely

Minecraft's focus on creativity means

that, as with any creative endeavour, it

optional subscription service that allows users
to run their own private server to play with

can be easy to get carried away. If your child is friends. Without proper supervision, younger

finding it difficult to manage their time because Eayess may endup moking Uniatended of

they’re drawn in by Minecraft's gameplay loop SIERSINE pLrchoEss:

of resource gathering and building elaborate

projects, it could have a knock-on effect on their

social interactions and schoolwork.

CHOOSE THE RIGHT MODE % .

Selecting Creative or Peaceful mode allows

children to play Minecraft without having to contend
with enemies. It's also a great way for you to get used to
playing the game with them, since the difficulty level is
far lower. This allows you to work together on a long-term server also lets you control who's allowed to enter and —
project, creating something special without the threat of necessary - ban anyone who shouldn't be there. This is

HOST A PRIVATE SERVER

The easiest way to find a safe server for children

to play on is to make one yourself. Hosting a

server prevents strangers from finding it, unless
they've been given its address and password. A private

TALK ABOUT STRANGERS

At some point in their lives, almost everyone will

make contact with a stranger online. Talking to children
about online safety, therefore, is essential - as is havinga
plan for dealing with any hostile or difficult people. It's
important that a child knows never to tell a stranger
about themselves online and that they should come to
enemies and creatures attacking you or damaging your the closest equivalent to parental controls in Minecraft. you straight away if they do encounter a problem.
building. Hosting a private server, howeven will cost a monthly fee.

e | —
RESEARCH CONTENT CREATORS ~‘ PLAY MINECRAFT WITH YOUR CHILD
Much of Minecraft’s early stages can be an exercise in frustration for

w As a creative building tool, Minecraft makes it great fun for children to team
players who don’t know where to start. Thankfully, there’s a wealth of material up and construct vast buildings accompanied by imaginative landscapes, much
online and in video format to help you learn the basics. Just be mindful that some

like working with LEGO or model kits. Playing in a game mode that includes
of this content may not be appropriate for children, so you should consider enemies can encourage critical thinking and teamwork; however, you should
watching it yourself first.

consider which game mode is appropriate for the child in your care.
A
Meet Our Expert

Lloyd Coombes is Gaming Editor at the Daily Star, and has worked in
games media for more than 6 years. A long-time gaming enthusiast, he
is also a parent and therefore a keen advocate of online safety for
children of all ages.

The
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entere 0. Current as of the date of release: 14.05.2025

@wake.up.wednesday
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Learning at Charfield

Class of the Week

The teachers have voted and
persuaded, and Class of the
week goes to. ..

Year 5

Year 5 have been working really hard, we are so proud
of their positive attitude to learning and showing all of
our school values. Well done!

Dojo/House points

Falcon Kestrel

Merlin

394 534

399

Well done KESTREL!

OPAL award (previously lunchtime award)

Respect award

We have renamed the lunchtime award the
OPAL award and this will focus on groups and
individuals that have impressed us during
Outdoor Play And Learning. This week the
award goes to . ..

DZ Y2 and OA Y1 for always being super
helpful at lunchtimes.

As part of our Anti-Bullying approach, we
celebrate children who have gone above
beyond to show the schools values,
particularly respect.

This week’s respect award goes to . . .

YR FW for helping to clean me up in the
forest when | fell over. Nominated by TC

Y2 MO for helping to clean up in the
classroom.
Nominated by IL

Y3 SH for helping her classmates with
tricky maths questions.
Nominated by PG

Y5 ER for showing kindness towards me
during a loud Samba Drumming
workshop.

Nominated by LH

Y6 HB for being a fantastic role model
when helping the Reception children
practice their sports day.

Nominated by Mrs Baker.
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Reading Token Totals

Caterpillars Butterflies | Grasshoppers Beetles Ladybirds Dragonflies | Bumblebees

Total
s | 87 109 155 160 186 132 114
el 405 558 575 582 769 566 712

Total possible if everyone read 4x a week

124 120 112 116 140 108 120

OPAL at Charfield

The children at Eco Club — who are our Green Warriors, have spent some time after school litter-picking,
planting flowers and relocating tyres. We are developing a ‘digging patch’ and would love donations of
teaspoons, dessert spoons and tablespoons, please! You can drop these with staff at the gate in the
morning.

As our OPAL project moves forward, we would love further donations (as we now have storage sheds!)
We've got people looking at freecycle and Facebook groups for us, but if you spot people or businesses
locally who are getting rid of things which we can re-use for a playful purpose, please get in touch.
Attwoolls Outdoors in Whitminster are on board and have kindly let us look at their returns as well as
donating large sheets of various materials — you will also see us shamelessly eyeing up other people’s skips!

Our favourite treasures so far are a pop-up tent and half a paddling pool, and the children have shown great
curiosity, collaboration and physical skills in constructing some amazing dens! If in doubt, please drop Mrs
Milmine or Mrs Crew a Dojo message.




FRIENDS of Charfield School

We still need volunteers to help with refreshments for sports day, you can sign up at:
Sports day: volunteersignup.org/YJXFH

SATURDAY 28TH JUNE
12.00PM TO 4.00PM

CHARFUN

COMMUNITY FAYRE
HOSTED BY & RAISING FUNDS

FOR THE FRIENDS OF
CHARFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL

FRIENDS DATES

Date Day Time Event

21°* May Wednesday In school day Sports Day refreshments

19" June Thursday In school day Non-uniform with donations for Charfun
28™ June Saturday 12-4pm Charfun



https://volunteersignup.org/YJXFH

* Change of date for music concert in Term 6 (Mr Beale’s students)

Dates 2024-2025

START

DATE DAY TIME END TIME EVENT
20/05/2025 Tue All week Walk to school week (20th -25th)
20/05/2025 Tue 12:00 01:15 Gold Lunch
21/05/2025 Wed 10:30 12:00 Sports Day
21/05/2025 Wed 12:00 13:00 Sports Day Picnic
21/05/2025 Wed 13:30 15:00 Sports Day
23/05/2025 Fri Term 5 Ends
02/06/2025 Mon Term 6 Begins
02/06/2025 Mon Y4 Multiplication check period (2wks)
05/06/2025 Thu EYFS open class Caterpillars
09/06/2025 Mon Phonics Screening Week
11/06/2025 Wed 18:00 19:00 New Reception Parents Evening
12/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6)
16/06/2025 Mon All week Pride week
18/06/2025 Wed Reserve Sports Day
20/06/2025 Fri INSET Day 6

26/06/2025

28/06/2025

Sat

01/07/2025

Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4)

CHARFUN

Music Assembly 1 + music parents (Mrs Boales)

03/07/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3)
07/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 1
09/07/2025 Wed N/A N/A Moving Up Day
10/07/2025 Thu 09:00 10:00 Leavers Play dress rehearsal (to school)
11/07/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
11/07/2025 Fri N/A N/A Reports to Parents
14/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 2
14/07/2025 Mon 18:00 19:30 Leavers Play
16/07/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Leavers assembly (for school)
22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 6 Ends




