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It has been a very busy week in school with sporting events, visits for Y5 to KLB, two
parent/carer meetings and World Book Day — phew, no wonder staff and children
are so tired!

Message from the Head . . .

Dear Parents and Carers,

We started the week with an online whole school assembly in which | spoke about
spring. | told the children about the two start dates (astronomical and
meteorological) and shared some of the signs of spring. The children have been
asked to watch out for these so ask them to tell you things to look for as there are
lots about.

World Book Day was a highlight of the week, and it was lovely to hear about the
wonderful books that children enjoy & see the array of costumes linked to this.
Children engaged in reading with partner classes as well as book themed activities
and it was a great opportunity to celebrate reading in all its forms.

Next week is British Science Week and the Year 6 will be visiting the Lifeskills
centre in central Bristol. Look out for information about these in the weekly dojo
round-ups and in the newsletter next week.

Kind regards,
Mrs Willcox, Head teacher

Term 3 School Value:

What’s happening next week?

e Mon 10" — British Science Week > change and adapt
e Tues 11" — Photographs (class and leavers)

e Fri 14" — Year 6 to Lifeskills centre

Advance Notice

e Mon 17" — Neurodiversity week

e Thurs 20" — YR trip to Westonbirt

e Thurs 20" @ 8pm — Friends meeting (online)

® Fri 21 — Comic relief



http://www.charfieldschool.org.uk/

Wake up Wednesday - safeguarding information from the National College

It's World Book Day this week — the perfect time to celebrate reading in all its forms! Social media captions B , video

game instructions #, and e-books | are all shaping modern literacy...
Download here >> https://ow.ly/y8eg50Vamijh Listen here>> https://ow.ly/GEBO50Vamii

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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USING TECHNOLOGY TO
BOOST READING SKILLS

The way we engage with text has changed dramatically over the years. Whether reading captions on social medig, instructions
in a video game or an e-book on a digital device, technology plays a major role in modern literacy. While traditional books
remain invaluable, digital tools can enhance reading skills by making text more accessible, interactive and engaging.

1 CHOOSING THE RIGHT &
TYPE OF TEXT *

Before integrating technology, ider the types

of text that a child engages with. If they need help
on occasion, digital reading pens can assist by
scanning and reciting words or sentences. These
tools are especially useful for students with reading
difficulties, and can even be used in exams if they're
part of their routine learning process. Proper
training and practice are required, but they can be
agreat help when tackling printed text.

2 READING ON SCREEN

Many devices now allow users to customise
text for better readability. Adjusting font type, size
and background colour can significantly enhance
comprehension. For many readers, white text on a
black background is the easiest to see, whereas
other styles - such as dyslexia-friendly fonts - are
demgned to halp those who are struggling.

how to per lise text ing:
on their devices empowers them to read more
comfortably and with greater confidence.

r

3 ACCESSIBILITY TOOLS

Most modern devices include built-in tools Acconsiviy,

designed to support readers. These features

can be found in Settings under Accessibility and
may include text-to-speech speech-to-text and
screen ing these tools
can make digital reading more user friendly,

y for chi with ing difficulties or
visual impairments, who might have an easier time
with spoken language than the written word, or who
might simply require a closer look at the text.
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4 INTERACTIVE READING
PROGRAMMES

Many digital reading devices, such as Kindle
and other e-readers, offer features like word
highlighting, adjustable text speed and built-in
dictionaries. These tools help learners to break
down complex words and phrases while
maintaining an appropriate reading pace. Some
programmes even allow users to track their
progress, making reading a more structured and
motivating experience.

g VIDEO GAMES AND
READING SKILLS

Many video games require players to read
instructions, character dialogues and mission
objectives, making them an unexpected but
effective literacy tool. Games that involve
storytelling, puzzles or problem-solving often
include large amounts of text — encouraging
children to read these texts aloud or discuss them
can improve their comprehension and vocabulary in
afun, engaging way.

Meet Our Expert

¢ SUBTITLES AND
CLOSED CAPTIONS

Watching videos with subtitles or closed
captions is an effective way to enhance reading
skills. As children watch their favourite shows or
online videos, they can follow along with the text,
gaining a better understanding of how written words
sound when spoken aloud. This is particularly

for readers, as it exp themto
words i ina familiar, enguglng contex! Repeatedly

g content with word

and compi i
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7 USING AUDIOBOOKS < »

arean way tod lop L
listening and reading skills simultaneously.
Children can follow along with the text while
listening to a narrator, reinforcing word recognition
and fluency. For struggling readers, listening to an
audiobook before attempting to read the text
independently can boost their confidence and
comprehension.
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o TEXT-TO-VOICE
TECHNOLOGY

Text-to-voice software reads digital text aloud,
making it easier for learners to follow along. Most
smartphones, tablets and computers come with
this function built in. When enabled, users can
highlight a passage or sentence and press Play to
hear it read aloud. This tool is particularly helpful for
auditory learners and those who struggle with
decoding written words.

g VOICE-TO-TEXT FOR
WRITING AND READING

Voice-to-text tools allow users to dictate words,
which are then transcribed into text. This feature
helps children see the connection between spoken
and written By using to
have their dictated words read back to them,
learners can identify mistakes and improve their
reading and writing skills simultaneously.

—

i SOCIAL MEDIA AND
PARENTAL CONTROLS e

While social media provides opportunities for
reading, most platforms have age restrictions of
13-16 years old, making parental guidance essential.
Many social media videos include captions and

s that can ge reading. , it's
important to use the platform’s parental controls
(such as time limits and content filters) to create a
safe and edt online nent for
children. Encouraging responsible social media use
can ensure a balanced and productive approach to
digital literacy.

The

Catrina Lowri is a qualified special needs teacher and experienced N .

SENCO. She recently launched her own site, Neuroteachers, which offers 14 ® Cltloncﬂ
alibrary of short, how-to’ and explanation videos for educators. Catrina e College’
also writes and delivers online training and events for multi-academy 9
trusts, businesses, schools and training organisations.

X @wake_up_weds [ /wuw.thenationaicollege @wake.upwednesday o> @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 05.03.2025
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Learning at Charfield

Class of the Week

The teachers have voted and
persuaded, and Class of the
week goes to . ..

Year 5

Year 5 were fantastic representatives of Charfield
when they went to their taster day at KLB. Mrs Baker
and Mrs Garside said they were amazing & we are
very proud of them all!

Dojo/House points

Merlin

537

Kestrel

566

Falcon

469

Well done KESTREL!

Lunchtime award

Respect award

This year, the lunchtime award is being given
to a group or individual who has
demonstrated all our school values.

This week the award goes to . . .

o

MN,CJ,0P,HH,FR,HeB,HuB have made us very proud this
week nurturing a younger child whilst eating lunch in the
hall.

As part of our Anti-Bullying approach, we R
celebrate children who have gone above /‘mgp%\\x
beyond to show the schools values, - . :
particularly respect.
This week’s respect award goes to . . .

o

The respect award is undergoing a revamp with the Anti-
Bullying team and will return next week

Reading Token Totals

Caterpillars Butterflies | Grasshoppers

Beetles Ladybirds Dragonflies | Bumblebees

-

qc:

Total
thisk 94 136 145 111 154
Term 1230 355 341 251 393 221 373
Total possible if everyone read 4x a week
124 120 112 116 140 108 120




Bumblebees Class Learning . ..

This World Book Day, the Bumblebees enjoyed a visit to the 'World Book Day Cafe'l We spent some time
reading books from a range of genres: poetry; graphic novels; non-fiction; children's fiction; classic fiction;
picture books. The children loved exploring some new books:

"This was really fun and I'd definitely do it again!" - Harrison

"“Yummy!!" - Kairah

"It was fun because we've never done anything like it before!" - Megan

"The books were good but the service wasn't great because we didn't get any food!!!" - Zack
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FRIENDS of Charfield School

FRIENDS DATES

Date Day Time Event

20™ March Thursday 8pm Friends meeting — online

12" May Monday Before school Rags to Riches collection

16" May Friday 5.00pm / 6.15pm School Disco

215t May Wednesday In school day Sports Day refreshments

19 June Thursday In school day Non-uniform with donations for Charfun
28™ June Saturday 12-4pm Charfun

Community News

A CHARFIELD PRESCHOOL
FUNDRAISER SPONSORED BY...

* BRIDGEE'O's X
ENTERTAINMENTS

SPRING
FAMILY
SCO

AT CHARFIELD MEMORIAL HAL
SAT

15TH  TCKETS: £3.50 PER CHILD 46pPr=4-
MARCH  ADULTS FREE ENTRY

TICKETS ON SALE AT THE SPAR IN CHARFIELD

*

%

SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN 0-12 AND THEIR ACCOMPANYING ADULTS




Dates 2024-2025

START

DATE DAY TIME END TIME EVENT
07/03/2025 Fri All week (10 days) British science week (7-16 Mar)
11/03/2025 Tue N/A N/A Photographer - Class & Leavers
17/03/2025 Mon All week (10 days) Neurodiversity week (18-24 Mar)
28/03/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
02/04/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
03/04/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Ends
04/04/2025 Fri Term 4 Ends
22/04/2025 Tue INSET Day 5
23/04/2025 Wed Term 5 begins for children
30/04/2025 Wed Local Community Council meeting
01/05/2025 Thu KS1 test period (throughout May)
01/05/2025 Thu Open Class - Grasshoppers (Y2)
05/05/2025 Mon May Bank Holiday
08/05/2025 Thu Open Class - Dragonflies (Y5)
12/05/2025 Mon Year 6 SATs Week
15/05/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Butterflies (Y1)
16/05/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
20/05/2025 Tue All week Walk to school week (20th -25th)
20/05/2025 Tue 12:00 01:15 Gold Lunch
21/05/2025 Wed 10:30 12:00 Sports Day
21/05/2025 Wed 12:00 13:00 Sports Day Picnic
21/05/2025 Wed 13:30 15:00 Sports Day
23/05/2025 Fri Term 5 Ends
02/06/2025 Mon Term 6 Begins
02/06/2025 Mon Y4 Multiplication check period (2wks)
05/06/2025 Thu EYFS open class Caterpillars
09/06/2025 Mon Phonics Screening Week
11/06/2025 Wed 18:00 19:00 New Reception Parents Evening
12/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6)
16/06/2025 Mon All week Pride week
18/06/2025 Wed Reserve Sports Day
20/06/2025 Fri INSET Day 6
26/06/2025 Thu Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4)
28/06/2025 Sat CHARFUN
01/07/2025 Tue 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 1 + music parents
02/07/2025 Wed 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 2 + music parents
03/07/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3)
07/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 1
09/07/2025 Wed N/A N/A Moving Up Day
10/07/2025 Thu 09:00 10:00 Leavers Play dress rehearsal (to school)
11/07/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
11/07/2025 Fri N/A N/A Reports to Parents
14/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 2
14/07/2025 Mon 18:00 19:30 Leavers Play
16/07/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Leavers assembly (for school)
22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 6 Ends




