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Message from the Head . . .

Dear Parents and Carers,

‘—"I
‘& 01454 260518

2025

It has been a busy week in school with recognition of both Children’s Mental Health
Week and National Storytelling week across the school. We started the week with a
whole school assembly led by Mrs Baker on mental health in which she used clips
from Inside Out to explore some of the ways we can feel and ended with the ‘Zones

of Regulation’ song which was enjoyed by everyone:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=axu6BhJfS8A

During the week the children also explored storytelling (in addition to the typical
curriculum learning) and information and work from this is shared on pages 5-7.
Thank you to Miss Henwood for arranging this and staff for collecting all the

information to for her to share.

Next week is the final week of Term 3 and as well as the usual end of term writing

and topic tasks, we also have a DT day (Monday) and Online

Safety Day (Tuesday).

| look forward to sharing more about these in next week’s newsletter.

Kind regards,
Mrs Willcox, Head teacher

Term 3 School Value:

What’s happening next week?

e Tues 11" — Online Safety / Safer Internet Day
e Wed 12" - Gold lunch

e Thurs 13" — Last Y2 swimming session

e Fri 14" — Last day of Term 3

e Mon 24" — INSET (training day for staff) Advance Notice
e Tues 25" — Term 4 begins for children

e Thurs 27" — Y4 swimming starts (6weeks)
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Attendance letters — update to our communications about attendance

Charfield Primary is committed to improving achievement through attendance working in partnership with families
and the Local Authority for all children. We believe this is important because good attendance enables your child to:

® Access the lessons needed to achieve their expected grades

e Maintain friendships and develop new ones

e Have access to social and sporting event offered by the school

e Explore potential careers

o Develop work habits such as good punctuality which are essential to thrive in the world of employment

We have historically always monitored attendance of children and contacted families whose attendance was of
concern either to highlight the attendance concern and/or arrange a meeting to discuss absences further. This was
previously done manually by Mrs Willcox.

As you will be aware from previous newsletter communications there have been some national changes to
attendance, including when parents/carers will receive penalty notices. Headteachers are not allowed to authorise
absences during school term-time, unless there is an exceptional circumstance.

The guidance now states that parents will receive a penalty notice for any child who has ten or more unauthorised
absences over any period of ten school weeks. Every day’s absence counts as two absent sessions (morning and
afternoon). Unauthorised absences include term-time holidays, lateness to school after the register has closed, or any
other unauthorised absence. Any holiday of a week or more will attract a penalty notice. Please be aware that this
money goes to the local authority, NOT the school. The law is specific that headteachers are expected to enforce
these penalty notices robustly.

Authorised absences include illness and medical appointments, and both affect your child’s attendance percentage.

As a school we have already changed our communication around absence requests to make it clearer when families
will be subject to a penalty notice. From this point forward we will also be making use of our online attendance
systems to better track attendance and make families aware both when it is of concern and when it is a strength.
Attendance threshold for this are as follows:

Very low attendance Persistent absence Good attendance
(0-80%) (80-90%)] [94.1-97%)

In the next week we will be sending letters to families based on the above thresholds and will do so throughout each
term. Please be assured that we understand there may well be genuine reasons for absence, but we need to inform
parents when their child’s attendance is low.

If you have any questions about the letter you receive, please contact the school office so we can discuss your child’s
attendance further. Thank you.
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New sessions

coming soon:

Proformance Coaching: https://proformance-coaching.co.uk/

Please find below the links for our term 4 after school clubs that we will be running. These links are now live

so you will be able to book on immediately.

Term 4 | KS1 Football Club
Term 4 | KS1 Gymnastics Club
Term 4 | KS2 Football Club

Wake up Wednesday — safeguarding information from the National College

Figures from Ofcom claim that nearly 3.5 million British children have encountered a scam online, and it's vital we
learn how to recognise their tactics and protect youngsters against them @

Download here >> https://ow.ly/1gTL50UTmkb Listen here >> https://ow.ly/VJIC50UTmkc

Learning at Charfield

Class of the Week

The teachers have voted and
persuaded, and Class of the
week goes to . ..

Year 3 Beetles

Year 3.....because they have shown great resilience
with some challenging learning this week. They have
also been very respectful at all times during the school
day. well done!

Dojo/House points

Falcon Kestrel Merlin

516 524 525

Well done MERLIN!

Lunchtime award

Respect award

s Thisyear, the lunchtime award is being given
‘d to a group or individual who has
demonstrated all our school values.
This week the award goes to . . .

AW Y2 for being super helpful at lunchtime.

As part of our Anti-Bullying approach, we
celebrate children who have gone above
beyond to show the schools values,
particularly respect.

This week’s respect award goes to . . .

This week's Respect Award is to the whole school, for
their amazing work for Children's Mental Health Week.



https://proformance-coaching.co.uk/
https://proformance-coaching.co.uk/sports/charfield-primary-school/ks1-after-school-clubs-reception-year-2/ks1-football-club/
https://proformance-coaching.co.uk/sports/charfield-primary-school/ks1-after-school-clubs-reception-year-2/ks1-gymnastics-club/
https://proformance-coaching.co.uk/sports/charfield-primary-school/ks2-after-school-clubs-year-3-year-6/ks2-football-club/
https://t.co/06k5fDYuwF
https://t.co/oPWE6GOAEq

Reading Token Totals

Caterpillars Butterflies | Grasshoppers Beetles Ladybirds Dragonflies | Bumblebees
Total
this 86 129 91 110 194 139 125
week
T
o 458 630 652 683 947 541 683
Total possible if everyone read 4x a week
124 120 112 116 140 108 120




National Storytelling Week at Charfield

This week at Charfield, we have been participating in National Storytelling Week. This fantastic annual event is a
joyful celebration of the power of sharing stories. Stories teach us about the world; they allow us to step into
someone else’s shoes and feel empathy; they help us to relax and escape and they can help develop essential literacy
skills.

The theme this year was: ‘Reimagine your world’. Whether it’s something unexpected on your way to school, odd
sounds you hear at night, or a path you’ve never followed, the world around us is full of secret lives, places and
possibilities. The most extraordinary story can come from the most ordinary place: it just needs someone to find it!

We have focused on the skill of oral storytelling in link to our participation of Project 21 (oracy development project).
We have been up to lots of exciting learning opportunities to spark our imaginations. There is the opportunity for
children to receive individual feedback on their work from Amazon, and for the chance to have it published in a
specially curated anthology for other pupils across the country to read (how exciting)! The anthology will feature
stories inspired by the theme ‘Reimagine your world’ in celebration of National Storytelling Week 2025.

If your child wishes to submit their story, please send a Word Document or PDF file to: charfield-school@cset.co.uk

by Wednesday 12t February 2025. Please note, there is a limit of 300 words for all entries.

Take a look at how we have been up to!

Reception Class used the book ‘You Choose’ as
inspiration for their story-telling on the stage. Thes
came up mﬂ\ interesting characters and exciting
storylines using props and costumes from the siorg-
telling basket #o help them. Great job, Caterpillarsl .
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Butterfly
Class
Storytelling
Adventures!

e

On Wednesday afternoon, after reading a
story with a human character, we found a
note in our soft foys box They wanted fo be

in stories ool We then chose a oy and - S — AT
created our own story about them. First we
shared and adapted with a friend before our
storytelling theatre opened and we each

shared our stories to the class!
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In Grasshopper class, the children were inspired
by the story ‘Our Tower’ written by Joseph
Coelho. In the story, the characters discover the
‘third tree’ and tumble into a secret world....

The children went on an adventure, just like the
children in the story! They went to search for a
hidden entrance that leads to a magical place.

They created freeze-frames to show how they
felt about discovering it! We went into the hall
and the children imagined that their magical
doors were right in front of them. They acted
out what they might experience as they stepped
into the hidden world...
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During National Storytelling Week, Year 3 spent some time
diving into the exciting world of superhero narratives. Within
our first session we ignited our creativily by using the
prompt: "If | could have a superpowaer, it would be...".
Throughout the two lessons in which Y3 partook in, our aims
were to enhance the children's creative writing skills,
undevs'and narrative structure, explore character
devel ,and b 1 imagination. The pupils were able

to explore cnd learn about the import of ch +
and settings as they crafted their own shorl, engaging
narratives about their unique superheroes. By imagining
their own superpowers, creating compelling characters, and
designing interesling setfings, the Beetles class were able fo
begin discovering how to build coherent storylines and
express themselves through creative problem-solving.

Y4 National Storytelling Week

In year four, we have been looking at creating stories which are inspired by the forest and nature artwork. They all used the same sentence to
begin their creative writing:
'As | crept through the towering trees, | saw it."
They then had creative freedom to write their own stories using the artwork as inspiration and the opening sentece. We had a lovely time telling
our stories to the year threes, practicing our expression and tone of voice.

| like this one because, | could include a

) This picture inspires me because it is so bright and
water creature in my story.

colourful.
I love this picture because it reminds me of an explosion.
This picture has inspired me to write about a warm sunny
day.

This picture has inspired me to write about
animals found by a water fall.
This painting is my favourite because it is
calm and peaceful.

This one is my favourite because it looks
like a calm autumn day in the woods.

Bumblebee Class:

For National Storytelling Week, Year 6 watched an author workshop with Tola Okogwu. We created our own superhero
characters who experienced normal day-to-day events before gaining their powers — their origin stories. We discussed
ways to create ideas for new characters and where you might find our superheroes.

Matthew shared, “I like how we learnt to plan characters and their backstories.”

Ivy suggested, “It was really helpful to think about how the author creates her characters and how we could create ours.”
Megan explained, “I liked how she showed us how to plan out characters and to consider their normal lives as well as their
superhero lives.”




FRIENDS of Charfield School

FRIENDS DATES

Date Day Time Event
13 Feb 2025 Thursday 8pm Friends meeting — online
8 Feb 2025 Saturday 5.30pm onwards Silent Disco

Friends of Charfield Primary are hosting a Silent Disco at the school on Saturday 8th February to raise funds
to benefit our children whilst they are at Charfield Primary School. All proceeds are spent on the children and
we are currently working on a huge project of replacing the play equipment, which will mean a lot of
investment in the school. So if you haven't got round to getting your tickets yet, please do., doors will open at
5.30pm (but feel free to come along at any time after that), finishing at 9.30pm.

There will be a BBQ, Tuck shop and bar, so please buy your tickets in advance (which is really helpful to cater
for BBQ/bar), then come along with friends and family, bring your dancing feet and singing voices!

To buy a ticket, please pay £5 per person into Friends of Charfield School, 30-98-29, 02646802.

Once you have completed the transfer, please complete this google form, the details of which will be used to
allow you entrance into the school on the night of the disco. Friends Silent Disco

Or there are tickets available in Charfield shop (cash only).

£10 cash deposit is required for each headset which will be returned to you when you hand them back in
when you leave.

Please come along and support the event, it was a lot of fun last time.

Register Charity
§ oy BE No. 1041593
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DOORS OPEL EROM 3.3001

£5 PER PERSON
Tickets can be brought from Charfield
Shop or online (form & transfer)

CHARFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL,


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEsMrBQPu7zwRMCza6viLVm4rOTLjJE5VCNukUTDDLlaFJ8g/viewform?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0DJ6mg5Pb2YxFGjx7c0bIgiNAqJgSeZbzTmNrtWR_hup2HfdU5AcnhAHI_aem_x53qb7ebJhDRQCM2l2MbbA

Community News

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 5PM - 6PM
FIRST 2 SESSIONS FREE

CONTACT ANDY FOR MORE INFO: 07909 923147




FREE Triple P and Stepping C
Stones Parenting Programmes

Caring for
Communities

and People

Parenting is one of the hardest jobs in the world - our free
parenting courses are designed to support parents to be the best
they can be

Our regular. 6 week programmes will not tell you how.to parent, but
give you a toolbox of ideas to improve your. confidence in:

- Boundaries
- Routines
- Behaviour. management techniques
. Looking after, yourself as a parent

Our, programmes are:
Free tfo access
For. parents of children aged 0-12
Run by professionals with SEN Experience
Friendly. and Non judgemental
* A chance to meet like minded people who understand your: situation
» Flexible - run across the year, at different venues across South
Gloucestershire, with day, evening and online options to attend

For more information, get in touch via Bls o
family.referrals@ccp.org.uk, or to book a place please : ,',;" SRR
scan the QR code #b

Hi/e 4reCCP
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Dates 2024-2025

START

DATE DAY TIME END TIME EVENT
11/02/2025 Tue All day Safer Internet day
12/02/2025 Wed 12:00 ‘ 13:15 Gold Lunch
13/02/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 2 Swimming Ends
14/02/2025 Fri Term 3 Ends
24/02/2025 Mon INSET Day 4
25/02/2025 Tue Term 4 begins for children
27/02/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Starts (6wks)
05/03/2025 Wed 15:30 17:30 Parents Evening 2 (early)
05/03/2025 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting
06/03/2025 Thu All day World Book Day
06/02/2025 Thu 16:30 ‘ 19:30 Parents Evening 2 (late)
07/03/2025 Fri All week (10 days) British science week (7-16 Mar)
11/03/2025 Tue N/A N/A Photographer - Class & Leavers
17/03/2025 Mon All week (10 days) Neurodiversity week (18-24 Mar)
28/03/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
02/04/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
03/04/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Ends
04/04/2025 Fri Term 4 Ends
22/04/2025 Tue INSET Day 5
23/04/2025 Wed Term 5 begins for children
30/04/2025 Wed Local Community Council meeting
01/05/2025 Thu KS1 test period (throughout May)
01/05/2025 Thu Open Class - Grasshoppers (Y2)
05/05/2025 Mon May Bank Holiday
08/05/2025 Thu Open Class - Dragonflies (Y5)
12/05/2025 Mon Year 6 SATs Week
15/05/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Butterflies (Y1)
16/05/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
20/05/2025 Tue All week Walk to school week (20th -25th)
20/05/2025 Tue 12:00 01:15 Gold Lunch
21/05/2025 Wed 10:30 12:00 Sports Day
21/05/2025 Wed 12:00 13:00 Sports Day Picnic
21/05/2025 Wed 13:30 15:00 Sports Day
23/05/2025 Fri Term 5 Ends
02/06/2025 Mon Term 6 Begins
02/06/2025 Mon Y4 Multiplication check period (2wks)
05/06/2025 Thu EYFS open class Caterpillars
09/06/2025 Mon Phonics Screening Week
11/06/2025 Wed 18:00 19:00 New Reception Parents Evening
12/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6)
16/06/2025 Mon All week Pride week
18/06/2025 Wed Reserve Sports Day
20/06/2025 Fri INSET Day 6
26/06/2025 Thu Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4)
28/06/2025 Sat CHARFUN
01/07/2025 Tue 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 1 + music parents
02/07/2025 Wed 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 2 + music parents
03/07/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3)
07/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 1
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09/07/2025 Wed N/A N/A Moving Up Day
10/07/2025 Thu 09:00 10:00 Leavers Play dress rehearsal (to school)
11/07/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
11/07/2025 Fri Reports to Parents
14/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 2
14/07/2025 Mon 18:00 19:30 Leavers Play

16/07/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch

22/07/2025 Tue Leavers assembly (for school)
22/07/2025 Tue Term 6 Ends
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