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Dear families,

We have enjoyed a wonderful start to the academic year. Our youngest learners have settled in so well - it feels like
they’ve been with us for months already. Mrs Milmine and Mrs Macklin are so impressed with their brilliant learning
behaviours, especially in phonics - well done Caterpillars!

It was lovely to welcome our families into school for our ‘Meet the Teacher’ event, thank you for joining us and for
showing your commitment to working in partnership with the school. We will be holding more open classroom events
across the year and look forward to seeing you in school.

Our OPAL play event was a huge success - over 100 family members joined us for a brilliant playtime! Thank you for
your kind donations, please continue to donate suitable things across the year.

This term we are focussing on ensuring our learning behaviours are consistent in all of our classrooms and when we
walk around the school. Children are following our 3 part routines and we have been so impressed with role model
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€ Be ready. Be respectful. Be safe.

OPEN DAYS for children starting school in September 2027

We look forward to welcoming perspective families into our school for a tour and presentation on:

Wednesday 21st October at 1.30pm Monday 9th November at 9.30am Friday 27th November at 9.30am
Tuesday 1st December at 9.30am and 1.30pm

The application deadline for primary places is 15th January 2027.



http://www.charfieldschool.org.uk

Travel Survey

As part of our work with the South Gloucestershire travel team we are asking families to complete the survey below. It
should only take a few minutes to complete and we would really appreciate your engagement.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CharfieldStaffTravelSurvey26

School uniform expectations in September

As shared in previous newsletters across the term, we have made some changes to our school uniform expectations
from September. Our new uniform provider details have been shared on class dojo, please check with the office
before you make an order as they have a lot of items in stock.

Polo shirts - Children will wear royal blue polo shirts. Children can continue to wear white polo tops but we would like
to encourage families to replace them with royal blue when children outgrow tops.

PE TShirts - Children will wear the colour TShirt which represents their house team - Falcom - Red, Kestrel - Green and
Merlin- Blue. Children can continue to wear their white tops until they outgrow them. If you need to confirm your
child’s house team please contact the school office.

News from the Friends

Please feel free to join us for our next meeting, we are keen to welcome new members to the team.

Wednesday, September 30 - 8:00 — 9:00pm

Time zone: UTC

Google Meet joining info

Video call link: https://meet.google.com/huk-gpvt-war

Curriculum Information from Mr Galsworthy, Deputy Headteacher

Class Enquiries

As our children embark on a new school year, they have all start new enquiry questions which they will investigate
until the end of term 2.

In case you missed it at Meet the Teacher, these are...

Caterpillars — What makes me special and belong?
Butterflies — What is around me?

Grasshoppers — What helps living things grow and thrive?
Beetles — How has electricity improved life?

Ladybirds — How did the Roman Invasion change Britain?
Dragonflies — Why do people invade and settle?
Bumblebees — Why must we remember?

Within these, there are plenty of mini enquiry questions children will answer through their learning in order to be able
to answer the main enquiry question by the end of Term 2.



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CharfieldStaffTravelSurvey26
https://meet.google.com/huk-qpvt-war

English

As we approach the end of week three, the children will be finishing their first writing unit of the year. Focus will be on
fundamental skills. Please ask your child about what they have been writing!

Maths

At Charfield, we follow NCETM Maths. All the resources we use in the classroom are available online at
ncetm.org.uk/in-the-classroom Ask your child’s teacher what unit they are on and you will be able to see the approach
we are taking to help them learn.

Safeguarding and family support information from Mrs Fletcher, Family Liaison Officer

Parenting and family support

Family Lives website offers an online and innovative ‘Parents Together Programme’. You can work through six
interactive blocks filled with helpful techniques and ideas designed to help you become a more confident parent.
https://www.familylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/online-parenting-courses

The NSPCC website contains parenting tips for all stages of a child's life, as well as advice on how to deal with difficult
situations, including how to manage tantrums, and dealing with separation and divorce.
h //www.n .org.uk/advice-for-famili = rtparen

Inclusion information from Mrs Lindsay, Inclusion Leader

A very warm welcome back to all of our returning families, and a huge, special welcome to the new faces joining Team
Charfield this term! The start of a new school year is always full of excitement, but it can also bring a few jitters and a
period of adjustment as children settle into new routines and build relationships with their new teachers.

Open communication between home and school is important so we can work collaboratively to help your child
succeed.



http://ncetm.org.uk/in-the-classroom
https://www.familylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/online-parenting-courses
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/?utm_old=supportparents
https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/how-we-can-help/get-parenting-support/
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Free School Meals

We are aware that family circumstances can change at any time so we keep this item in our newsletter.

If you’re on a qualifying benefit, applying for free school meals makes sense for your child, your
finances and your school! You could be one of thousands of families across South Gloucestershire
missing out on saving over £400 each year, per child.
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Applying is a simple process and will only take a couple of minutes.

This flyer explains more about applying for benefits-related free school meals and the extra help it offers your child

and family. Or visit www.southglos.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals

Please apply if you qualify, we can offer help to complete the online form if needed, just
let us know.

Dates

We are finalising our annual date planner. This will be added to the end of the next newsletter and dates will also be
added to class dojo.

2026-2027 Term Dates

CSET Trust has set the term dates for 2026/27. Please note there is a slight difference to South Gloucestershire set
dates for the first day of term 1 and last day of term 6.

Term 1- Thu 3 Sep — Fri 23 Oct 2026

Term 2 - Mon 2 Nov 2026 — Fri 18 Dec 2026
Term 3 - Mon 4 Jan 2027 — Fri 12 Feb 2027
Term 4 - Mon 22 Feb 2027 — Thu 25 Mar 2027
Term 5 - Mon 12 Apr 2027 — Fri 28 May 2027
Term 6 - Mon 7 Jun 2027 — Fri 23 Jul 2027

INSET days are set as follows:

Thursday 3rd September 2026
Friday 4th September 2026
Monday 2nd November 2026
Monday 4th January 2027
Monday 12th April 2027
Monday 7th June 2027



https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/southglos/directory/files/4307_free_school_meals_a5_flyer_final_-_web.pdf
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals

