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Message from the Head . . .

Dear Parents and Carers, p
It has been a changeable week in school, weatherwise, with rain, mild (almost sunny)
days and a return to the cold snap from last week. We are still seeing some children in
school without a coat so have lent these where possible, but it would help greatly if all

children could remember their coat during these wintery months.

On Monday we started the week with an assembly on Dreams and Goals (our
Jigsaw theme), ked by Mrs Morrissey. The children had great ideas about these
and ways to achieve them. They also spoken about how getting to these may not
be straightforward and we need resilience to keep going at times. We will revisit
this throughout the term.

On Wednesday | led an assembly about maths and what makes a good
mathematician. The children did not fall into the trap many other schools do when
talking about mathematicians — they knew it could be anyone & that they are
mathematicians too! They also knew being good at maths is more than learning
facts and that it involves making mistakes and being resilient - although they were
surprised how much maths is in everyday life so | am making a display to show
them everywhere maths can be.

Kind regards,
Mrs Willcox, Head teacher

Term 3 School Value:

What’s happening next week?

e Tues 21— Open class — Caterpillars (Year R)
Advanced warning

e Tues 28™ — Rags to Riches collection (Friends)
e Tues 28™ - Open class — Ladybirds (Year 4)

e Wed 29" — Lunar New Year

e Wed 29" — Local Community Council meeting

Admissions 2026 - consultation

CSET have launched a consultation (from Wednesday 18th December 2024 to Friday 31st January 2025) on changes
to our Admissions Policy for 2026. Information can be found here: https://cset.co.uk/Consultation/

Feedback, comments and queries should be sent to consultation@cset.co.uk

Please note, these changes are for admissions from September 2026. The current policies remain in place for
Admissions from September 2024 (covering in-year admissions) and Admissions from September 2025, which are
on the CSET website under Policies.
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Charfield school values

You will know from the newsletter and other communication that we regularly celebrate and highlight the school
values at Charfield with the children.

We thought it would be useful to remind families of these, both so you can build on the discussions at home, and
because these are values that we expect all our school community to adhere to and we are committed to developing.

The values all contribute to our vision - To be an outstanding school which provides a stimulating, challenging and
caring environment that allows everyone to develop and reach their full potential.

We have six (6) school values, and these are represented by the mascots designed by children a few years ago.

Enthusiasm

Collaboration

Courage

d |

Responsibility

When talking about our values we have the following aims:
e We show enthusiasm for everything we do.
e We show collaboration, working together as a team to reach our goals and support others.
e We take responsibility to improve ourselves and others.
e We have respect for ourselves, our community and the wider world.
¢ We have the courage to take challenges and learn from any mistakes we make.
e We have resilience, we never give up. We will always aim high in our achievements.

Supporting maths

As you will know from newsletter 6 (11-10-24) we have changed the way in which the children explore and learn
mathematics at Charfield and are using a mastery approach supported by the research and resources from the
NCETM (National Centre for Excellence in Teaching Mathematics).

More information about this can be found here: https://www.ncetm.org.uk/teaching-for-mastery/

The way that calculation is taught in school has changed massively over the years and for many adults’” mathematics
involves approaches and concepts we either don’t know or have forgotten. It can be confusing when children explain
how they have been taught but there are some good sources of support that explain these things clearly.

Two of the best are below:

Maths is Fun website: https://www.mathsisfun.com/

BBC bitesize website: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6vg9i6

We hope these sites are useful but please do ask if you are unsure about an aspect of maths your child describes to
you and we will be happy to help.
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Wake up Wednesday - safeguarding information from the National College
With approximately 220 million users under 18, TikTok is a social media titan among children and young people But

just because it's popular, doesn't mean it's free from risks.

Download & Listen here >> https://ow.ly/n3es50UFUee

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What Parents & Educators Need'to Kknow about

TIKTOK (@&

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

rls(ﬂctzd to over-18s only)

Adults tend to associate online videos with YouTube — but among teens, TikTok is king. The app provides
a stream of short clips tailored to users’ interests, based on what they’ve already watched. Around half of

British children use TikTok, and while much of the content is benign, Ofcom considers it the app where
ny youngsters “were most likely to encounter a potential harm”,

AGE-INAPPROPRIATE /£
CONTENT =R

While TikTok’s Following feed only displays
videos from familiar creators, For You is a
collection based on a user’s previously watched
clips. Most of these videos will probably be
inoffensive, but the app could potentially show
something unsuitable. If children then engage
with this content, more like it will follow. TikTok's
guidelines prohibit the sharing of illegal or
inappropriate content, but the huge number of
uploads means that a small amount inevitably
slips through.

BODY IMAGE AND
DANGEROUS CHALLENGES

According to Ofcom, most online harms @
for teens are body image related for girls
(promoting unheaithy eating, body shaming
and so on) and dangerous stunts for boys. Both
are prevalent on TikTok. One extreme example of
the latter was the ‘blackout’ trend, which
encouraged users to hold their breath until they
passed out from a lack of oxygen. This led to two
families filing lawsuits against TikTok over the
tragic deaths of their children.
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IN-APP SPENDING Q,Q@\

TikTok is free, but users have the option to buy
TikTok coins, which can be used to purchase
gifts for content creators. Coin bundles range
from £9.99 to an eye-watering £99; while that
may not sound appealing, the app still
generated £7.9 billion in user spending in 2023.
TikTok’s policy is that under-18s can‘t make
in-app purchases, butit’s possible to bypass
this with a fake birth date.

Family Pairing allows parents to link their TikTok account to their child’s,
and control settings remotely. Parents can then turn on Restricted Mode
(reducing the chances of a child seeing inappropriate content), set screen-time limits,

make accounts private and manage whether their child can send messages - and if
they can, to whom. Children can’t alter these settings without parental approval.

DISCUSS THE DANGERS @

If a child wants to use TikTok and you're happy for them to do so, it's good practice

to discuss the potential risks. Ensure that they don't share any identifying personal
information, and that they know to talk to a trusted adult if they're worried by
interactions on the app. With more teens using TikTok for news, it’s also worth talking
about misinformation and propaganda, and how to identify it.

N\ =l W\
Meet Our Expert

Alan Martin is an experienced technology journalist who
has written for the likes of Wired, TechRadar, Tom'’s Guide,
The Evening Standard and The New Statesman.
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CONTACT WITH
s STRANGERS o

With more than 1.5 billion users globally, the
potential for contact from strangers on TikTok is
high - especially as accounts created by
over-16s (or young people using a fake date of
birth) are set to public by default. This means
that not only is someone’s profile visible to
everyone else on the app, it also suggests their
videos to others and enables anyone to
download or comment on them.

MISINFORMATION AND
RADICALISATION L

Although the short videos on TikTok tend 4
to be more frivolous than the longer ones on

YouTube, clips can still influence impressionable
minds in a negative way. Not only is there plenty

of dangerous misinformation on TikTok, but

Ofcom reports that nearly a third of 12 to

15-year-olds use TikTok as a news source - so

you should be wary of misogynistic, racist or
conspiracy-themed material shaping how they

see the world.

LA -
ADDICTIVE DESIGN m'

With its constant stream of eye-catching
videos, TikTok can be addictive to young brains.
In 2024, UK children spent an average of 127
minutes per day on the app: that's twice as
much as in 2020. Excessive use can interfere
with young people’s sleep patterns — often
leading to irritability — and distract them from
other, healthier activities. The instantly
skippable nature of bite-size videos may also
impact children’s ability to maintain focus.

BLOCK IN-APP SPENDING

If a child is using an iPhone or Android device to access TikTok, you

can alter their settings to prevent them from making in-app purchases.
We'd recommend enabling this feature, as it can be quite easy for a young
person to spend a significant amount of real money buying TikTok coins to
unlock more features of the app — sometimes without even realising.

- W -
READ THE SIGNS

If you're concerned that a child is spending too much time on TikTok, or that

they've been emotionally affected by something they've seen, it's important to

know how to spot the signs. Increased irritability and a lack of concentration are
potential red flags, as is failing to complete homework or skipping meals. Remember,
the parental controls are there for a reason, and it’s never too late to introduce limits.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 15.01.2025
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Class of the Week

Learning at Charfield

The teachers have voted and

persuaded, and Class of the

week goes to . ..

Year R Caterpillars

Well done Caterpillars, Mrs Milmine and Mrs Lindsay
are impressed with how sensible you have been this
week, along with some amazing learning too.

We are very proud of you!

Lunchtime award

e w

amazing job, we are very proud of you.

This year, the lunchtime award is being given
to a group or individual who has
demonstrated all our school values.

This week the award goes to . . .
Well done to the Year 4 Shed crew you have done an

Dojo/House points

Falcon

Kestrel

Merlin

697

642

686

Well done FALCON!

Reading Token Totals

Caterpillars

Butterflies

Grasshoppers

Beetles

Ladybirds

Dragonflies

Bumblebees

Total
this
week

289

218

Term
total

220

465

333

343

410

227

375




FRIENDS of Charfield School

FRIENDS DATES

Date Day Time Event

28 Jan 2025 Tuesday Drop off Rags to Riches collection
13 Feb 2025 Thursday 8pm Friends meeting — online
8 Feb 2025 Saturday 5.30pm onwards Silent Disco

Friends of Charfield Primary are hosting a Silent Disco at the school on Saturday 8th February, doors will
open at 5.30pm (but feel free to come along at any time after that), finishing at 9.30pm.

There will be a BBQ, Tuck shop and bar, so please buy your tickets in advance (which is really helpful to
cater for BBQ/bar), then come along with friends and family, bring your dancing feet and singing voices!

To buy a ticket, please pay £5 per person into Friends of Charfield School, 30-98-29, 02646802.

Once you have completed the transfer, please complete this google form, the details of which will be used
to allow you entrance into the school on the night of the disco.Friends Silent Disco

£10 cash deposit is required for each headset which will be returned to you when you hand them back in
when you leave.

Please come along and support the event, it was a lot of fun last time.

K
There Wéll be a Tuck Shop, Bar

ond BBQ {6¢3Q -8pnT)

Tickets can be brought online (fill
in form and Tronsfer monies) and .

Charfield Spar Shop (cash

£10 deposit per headset is required-on entry.
This will be returnedfo you when you return
your headset.

v Register Charity|
/ No. 1041593
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Dates 2024-2025

START

DATE DAY TIME END TIME EVENT
21/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Caterpillars (EYFS)
28/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4)
29/01/2025 Wed All Day Lunar New Year
29/01/2025 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting
03/02/2025 Mon All week Children's mental health week
04/02/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3)
07/02/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
11/02/2025 Tue All day Safer Internet day
12/02/2025 Wed 12:00 ‘ 13:15 Gold Lunch
13/02/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 2 Swimming Ends
14/02/2025 Fri Term 3 Ends
24/02/2025 Mon INSET Day 4
25/02/2025 Tue Term 4 begins for children
27/02/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Starts (6wks)
05/03/2025 Wed 15:30 17:30 Parents Evening 2 (early)
05/03/2025 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting
06/03/2025 Thu All day World Book Day
06/02/2025 Thu 16:30 ‘ 19:30 Parents Evening 2 (late)
07/03/2025 Fri All week (10 days) British science week (7-16 Mar)
11/03/2025 Tue N/A N/A Photographer - Class & Leavers
17/03/2025 Mon All week (10 days) Neurodiversity week (18-24 Mar)
28/03/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
02/04/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
03/04/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Ends
04/04/2025 Fri Term 4 Ends
22/04/2025 Tue INSET Day 5
23/04/2025 Wed Term 5 begins for children
30/04/2025 Wed Local Community Council meeting
01/05/2025 Thu KS1 test period (throughout May)
01/05/2025 Thu Open Class - Grasshoppers (Y2)
05/05/2025 Mon May Bank Holiday
08/05/2025 Thu Open Class - Dragonflies (Y5)
12/05/2025 Mon Year 6 SATs Week
15/05/2025 Thu Open Class - Butterflies (Y1)
16/05/2025 Fri Gold assembly
20/05/2025 Tue Walk to school week (20th -25th)
20/05/2025 Tue Gold Lunch
21/05/2025 Wed Sports Day
21/05/2025 Wed Sports Day Picnic
21/05/2025 Wed Sports Day
23/05/2025 Fri Term 5 Ends
02/06/2025 Mon Term 6 Begins
02/06/2025 Mon Y4 Multiplication check period (2wks)
05/06/2025 Thu EYFS open class Caterpillars
09/06/2025 Mon Phonics Screening Week
11/06/2025 Wed 18:00 19:00 New Reception Parents Evening
12/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6)
16/06/2025 Mon All week Pride week
18/06/2025 Wed N/A N/A Reserve Sports Day
20/06/2025 Fri N/A N/A ‘ INSET Day 6




26/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4)
28/06/2025 Sat CHARFUN
01/07/2025 Tue 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 1 + music parents
02/07/2025 Wed 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 2 + music parents
03/07/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3)
07/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 1
09/07/2025 Wed N/A N/A ‘ Moving Up Day
10/07/2025 Thu 09:00 10:00 Leavers Play dress rehearsal (to school)
11/07/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
11/07/2025 Fri N/A N/A ‘ Reports to Parents
14/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 2
14/07/2025 Mon 18:00 19:30 Leavers Play
16/07/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A ‘ Leavers assembly (for school)
22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 6 Ends




