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Message from the Head . . .

Dear Parents and Carers, p

Welcome back and Happy New Year. We have had a great start to term 3 with children
and adults coming back positively, ready for a busy term of learning.

As we are starting a new year, we thought it would be timely to remind families of
our expectations for home learning as they are a key part of the jigsaw to support
your child to be successful. Information about this is on page 2.

On page 2 and 3 we have also provided more information about the importance of
reading at home and some tips to help you achieve our expectation of your child
reading a minimum of 4 times a week. We read with children every day in school
(either as part of the class, in groups or individually) but need your support to
ensure they read regularly outside of school.

Finally, on page 3 are the clubs we are providing in the Spring Term. As always
these are booked using the booking form link. Please assume your child has a
space unless we contact you to say otherwise. Clubs start next week.

Kind regards,
Mrs Willcox, Head teacher

What’s happening next week?

e Tues 14" Jan — Open class - Bumblebee (Year 6)
e Wed 15™ — Y6 SATs parent meeting

Advanced warning

e Tues 21— Open class — Caterpillars (Year R)

Term 3 School Value:

Admissions 2026 - consultation

CSET have launched a consultation (from Wednesday 18th December 2024 to
Friday 31st January 2025) on changes to our Admissions Policy for 2026.
Information can be found here: https://cset.co.uk/Consultation/

Feedback, comments and queries should be sent to consultation@cset.co.uk

Please note, these changes are for admissions from September 2026. The current
policies remain in place for Admissions from September 2024 (covering in-year
admissions) and Admissions from September 2025, which are on the CSET website
under Policies.
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Home Learning — an essential part of the learning jigsaw!

Learning is a complicated process made up of lots of different parts which includes both school and home. Although
children spend a large part of the day in school, most of their time is spent at home — over a year, approximately
15% is spent at school, with 33% sleeping & 53% at home/in the community.

Research shows that families that engage in home learning go on to be more successful in school and are more
engaged, interested and motivated in learning. Children who spend time each week on reading and maths get
higher scores and grades throughout their school life and it reinforces good study habits and life skills —
accountability, self-discipline, time management, using resources, communication, critical thinking, independent
problem solving. For more information see these links: EEF toolkit  |EE ‘Best evidence in brief

At Charfield school we focus our home learning on the specific things that will have most impact on children’s
effectiveness as learners. Time spent at home means children are more confident with these things, can apply them
in school and we can spend more time on more complicated areas to further develop their thinking.

Each week we expect children to:

e Read at least 4 x a week. In early reading this will be a phonics book and as the children progress as a
reader this will be an Accelerated reader banded book (from their ZPD range). They will also have an
additional book to share with you to develop a wider love of reading.

e Practise sounds/spellings to support reading and writing.

e Practise maths facts as directed by your class teacher.

e Practise maths skills e.g. by engaging with practical activities (telling the time, cooking, etc.).

Where families are unable to complete the core expectations, we will be in contact to see how we can help you with
this. This will initially be from the class teacher but may be a member of the senior leadership team if engagement
issues cannot be resolved.

Reading at home

As part of a renewed focus on reading, from this newsletter we will be sharing the count of tokens for reading within
the learning at Charfield section.

Tokens are given to children for each day they have read at home and if everyone achieves the minimum read of 4x a
week then a class of 30 should be able to achieve 120 tokens a week!

We know that some families can find it tricky to make time to read at home, but it is important to prioritise 10-20
minutes regularly so that children are in the habit of reading. This could be at bedtime, during breakfast, while dinner
is being cooked, while you are travelling to school or out-of-school clubs . . . whatever works best for your family.

There are lots of sites with tips to support you in reading with your child at home including:

Booktrust: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-tips/

BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zbxby9q

Gov.uk: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/10-top-tips-to-encourage-children-to-read/10-top-tips-to-
encourage-children-to-read

NIDirect: https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/tips-reading-your-child
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Top 10 Tips from the DFE

/1. Encourage your child to read -
Reading helps your child’s wellbeing,
develops imagination, and has
educational benefits too. Just a few
minutes a day can have a big impact on

thldren of all ages.

2. Read aloud regularly - Try to read to

your child every day as they’re growing
up.

Qan be relaxing for all.

(‘s

N J

\togalher.

ﬂ Read Together - Choose a favourite \

time to read together as a family and
enjoy it. This might be everyone reading
the same book together, reading
different things at the same time, or
getting your children to read to each

dina t th

other. This time spent r
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the front cover and talking about what it reveals and suggests the book could
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7. Talk about books - This is a great way to make connections, develop

understanding and make reading even more enjoyable. Start by discussing

be about. Then talk about what you’ve been reading and share ideas. You
ing that happ

that you found out. You could talk about how the book makes you feel and

could di

d that surprised you, or something new

.

whether it reminds you of anything.
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. Create a comfortable environment -

Make a calm, comfortable place for your

family to relax and read ind -or

Would you recommend it to a friend? Alternatively, play a game where you

!
8. Bring Reading to life - You could try cooking a recipe you've read together.
pretend to be the characters in a book, or discuss an interesting article

you've read.
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ﬂ Encourage reading choice - Give \

children lots of opportunities to read
different things in their own time - it

doesn’t just have to be books. There’s

fiction, fiction, poetry, ¢
magazines, recipes and much more.

Try leaving interesting reading material

in different places around the home

%

and see who picks it up.

Will have a broad
vocabulary
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6. Make use of your local library -

\

Local libraries also offer brilliant
online materials, including audiobooks
and ebooks to borrow. See Libraries
Connected for more digital library

services and resources.

Will have 2 world of
imagination & creativity
opened fo them

- Willimprove critical
thinking skills
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9. Make Reading Active - Play g

™ hiect

pictures, obj

, and words, such as reading about an object and

finding similar things in your home. You could organise treasure hunts related

=

to what you're reading

10. Engage your child in reading in a way that suits them - You know your child
best and you’ll know the best times for your child to read. If they have special
educational needs and disabilities (SEND) then short, creative activities may
be the way to get them most interested. If English is an additional language,
encourage reading in a child’s first language, as well as in English. What
matters most is that they enjoy it.
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Will learn how to
develop empathy

Will be exposed 0 18

Will improve their test

Will have better
general knowledge

Will improve their
communication skills

Will have reduced
stress levels
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School clubs for Spring Term

Extra-curricular clubs for the Spring term will start on the week commencing 20" January and will run until the

Easter holidays. The range on offer this term can be found below.
The electronic form to register for a club can be found on the school website or by clicking here:
School clubs booking form

Club For Led by When Where Limit
. Mx Adsett . .
Sewing KS2 Mrs Lindsay Monday lunchtime Hive 12
ICT Whole Mrs Morrissey Monday lunchtime Year 1 15
school
Proformance coaching
F Il cl KS1
*T;Z:Bi il Kzz Book KS1 Football Club Monday 3.15-4.15pm Field/Hall 30
Book KS2 Football Club
CBl?;rd game Y5, 6 Miss Archbold Tuesday lunchtime Year 6 25
Whol
Colouring club o Mrs Willcox Tuesday lunchtime Hive 20
school
Drama club Y4,5,6 | Mrs Geddes Tuesday 3.15pm-4.15pm | Year 4 30
Roclfsteady Whole Rocksteady music school .
music school . Wednesday afternoon Music room -
school Booking page
*PAID*
Whole Mrs Henwood . .
Lego <chool Mrs Willcox Thursday lunchtime Hive 20
Choir KS2 Mrs Geddes Thursday 3.15-4.00pm Year 4 30
Netball Y4,5,6 | Miss Luckett Thursday 3.15-4.00pm | Playground 16
FROM TERM 4 r y>. -U0p Y8
Gymnastics KS1 Proformance coaching .
*PAID* YR 1,2 | Book KS1 GymnasticsClup | T"102Y 3-13-4.15pm 2=l 30

NOTE: There will be no school run clubs in the week of the 3™ of March due to parents’ evenings



https://forms.gle/64SLXfqfPLEsHWwt5
https://forms.gle/64SLXfqfPLEsHWwt5
https://proformance-coaching.co.uk/sports/charfield-primary-school/ks1-after-school-clubs-reception-year-2/ks1-football-club/
https://proformance-coaching.co.uk/sports/charfield-primary-school/ks2-after-school-clubs-year-3-year-6/ks2-football-club/
https://booking.rocksteadymusicschool.com/?_gl=1*bw2ftm*_gcl_au*MjA5ODczMDU1NC4xNzI1NTI5MzM0Ljc2NjQ3NTA3NS4xNzI1NTMyODMxLjE3MjU1MzI4MzE.*_ga*OTMyMzE2NTYwLjE3MjU1MjkzMzQ.*_ga_S0Z8LQTWYD*MTcyNjY2MDI5Ny40OC4xLjE3MjY2NjQwNjguMjYuMC4w
https://proformance-coaching.co.uk/sports/charfield-primary-school/ks1-after-school-clubs-reception-year-2/ks1-gymnastics-club/

Wake up Wednesday - safeguarding information from the National College

With 20 million users worldwide, JusTalk Kids is a hugely popular children's app - but what are the risks? This week’s
guide delves into the safety concerns of JusTalk Kids, and how to safeguard youngsters using the app.

Download & listen here >> https://ow.ly/BJ9850UBtEe
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Learning at Charfield

Class of the Week

The teachers have voted and
persuaded, and Class of the
week goes to. ..

Year 2 Grasshoppers

Well done, Grasshoppers, Miss Henwood is so
impressed with your attitude to learning and
behaviour this week. You have settled back into the
new term showing all our school values. Keep up the
great work
Good job Year 2.

Dojo/House points

Merlin

558

Kestrel

621

Falcon

684

Well done FALCON!

Lunchtime award

Respect award

This year, the lunchtime award is being given
to a group or individual who has
demonstrated all our school values.

This week the award goes to . . .

o

Mrs Moore who has been an absolutely trooper this
week looking after a very poorly child.

As part of our Anti-Bullying approach, we e
celebrate children who have gone above f/@espeq\\
beyond to show the schools values, — ‘
particularly respect.
This week’s respect award goes to . . .

E M-J & A V-S Y5 for helping in the hall at lunchtime.

CS Y2 for his charming manners and politeness around
the school.

LD Y1 for being so helpful, caring and respectful to other
children.

Reading Token Totals

Caterpillars Butterflies | Grasshoppers

Beetles

Ladybirds Dragonflies | Bumblebees

126




FRIENDS DATES

FRIENDS of Charfield School

Date Day Time Event
28 Jan 2025 Tuesday Drop off Rags to Riches collection
8 Feb 2025 Saturday TBC Silent Disco

There W,

ond BB

Entrance g
5 50pm at CF
Sc ool

ill be a Tuck Sh,op, Bar
{6¢3Q -8pn)

Q

ime¥rom -
|e|d Primary

Tickets cdn be brought online (fill
in form and Transfer monies) and .

Charfield Spar Shop (cash)

£10 deposit per headset is requiredon entry.

This will be returned to you when you return

your headset.

Register Charity
No. 1041593




Dates 2024-2025

START

DATE DAY TIME END TIME EVENT
14/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6)
15/01/2025 Wed 18:00 19:00 Year 6 - SATs Parent Meeting
21/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Caterpillars (EYFS)
28/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4)
29/01/2025 Wed All Day Lunar New Year
29/01/2025 Wed 17:30 ‘ 18:30 Local Community Council meeting
03/02/2025 Mon All week Children's mental health week
04/02/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3)
07/02/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
11/02/2025 Tue All day Safer Internet day
12/02/2025 Wed 12:00 ‘ 13:15 Gold Lunch
13/02/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 2 Swimming Ends
14/02/2025 Fri Term 3 Ends
24/02/2025 Mon INSET Day 4
25/02/2025 Tue Term 4 begins for children
27/02/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Starts (6wks)
05/03/2025 Wed 15:30 17:30 Parents Evening 2 (early)
05/03/2025 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting
06/03/2025 Thu All day World Book Day
06/02/2025 Thu 16:30 ‘ 19:30 Parents Evening 2 (late)
07/03/2025 Fri All week (10 days) British science week (7-16 Mar)
11/03/2025 Tue N/A N/A Photographer - Class & Leavers
17/03/2025 Mon All week (10 days) Neurodiversity week (18-24 Mar)
28/03/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
02/04/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
03/04/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Ends
04/04/2025 Fri Term 4 Ends
22/04/2025 Tue INSET Day 5
23/04/2025 Wed Term 5 begins for children
30/04/2025 Wed Local Community Council meeting
01/05/2025 Thu KS1 test period (throughout May)
01/05/2025 Thu Open Class - Grasshoppers (Y2)
05/05/2025 Mon May Bank Holiday
08/05/2025 Thu Open Class - Dragonflies (Y5)
12/05/2025 Mon Year 6 SATs Week
15/05/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Butterflies (Y1)
16/05/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
20/05/2025 Tue All week Walk to school week (20th -25th)
20/05/2025 Tue 12:00 01:15 Gold Lunch
21/05/2025 Wed 10:30 12:00 Sports Day
21/05/2025 Wed 12:00 13:00 Sports Day Picnic
21/05/2025 Wed 13:30 15:00 Sports Day
23/05/2025 Fri Term 5 Ends
02/06/2025 Mon Term 6 Begins
02/06/2025 Mon Y4 Multiplication check period (2wks)
05/06/2025 Thu EYFS open class Caterpillars
09/06/2025 Mon Phonics Screening Week
11/06/2025 Wed 18:00 19:00 New Reception Parents Evening
12/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6)
16/06/2025 Mon All week Pride week




18/06/2025 Wed Reserve Sports Day
20/06/2025 Fri INSET Day 6
26/06/2025 Thu Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4)
28/06/2025 Sat CHARFUN
01/07/2025 Tue 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 1 + music parents
02/07/2025 Wed 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 2 + music parents
03/07/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3)
07/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 1
09/07/2025 Wed N/A N/A Moving Up Day
10/07/2025 Thu 09:00 10:00 Leavers Play dress rehearsal (to school)
11/07/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
11/07/2025 Fri N/A N/A Reports to Parents
14/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 2
14/07/2025 Mon 18:00 19:30 Leavers Play
16/07/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Leavers assembly (for school)
22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 6 Ends




