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Dear families, 

What a wonderful start to Term 5! The sun has been shining and the learning in classrooms has been excellent! There 
have been excellent curriculum enrichment experiences this week, there was a lot of excitement on Caterpillar Class 
(EYFS) this week as they released the butterflies into the school forest and our pupils in Bumblebee Class (Y6) went 
on a local visit to see the work being completed on the new Charfield railway station. Our new class teacher, Mrs 
Nunn, has been really impressed by our Year 2 pupils and she is looking forward to 
their class assembly next week.  

We have discussed the exciting NASA moon expedition and the London marathon in our 
whole school assemblies. The children considered the different ways the astronauts and 
runners demonstrated our school values. Children in KS2 found out more about the 
important work of the NHS and designed posters to show the different jobs available - 
they have been entered into a National competition! 

We hope to welcome lots of you to the OPAL dreams - Lend a helping hand day on 
Saturday 16th May. This will be a chance to give our school grounds a Spring clean. If you haven’t signed up already, 
please do so: https://www.pta-events.co.uk/charfield/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=116548 

We are really excited to share that we will be holding our first ever COLOUR RUN on Saturday 20th June. This is set to 
be a fun-filled event for all the family. Please see the information about changes to PE kit further down the 
newsletter that links to this event.  

On Friday 8th May we will be celebrating David Attenborough’s 100th birthday. We will be finding out more about his 
achievements and considering the things we can do to help look after our planet. 

We are looking forward to welcoming families into school for Sports Day in a couple of weeks, please see more 
information further down this newsletter. 

I hope everyone enjoys the bank holiday weekend and we will see you on Tuesday 5th May 2026. 
 
Mrs Engley 
Head teacher 
 

http://www.charfieldschool.org.uk
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/charfield/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=116548


 

 

The safeguarding adults in school 

Following the change to our leadership team, I would like to update families that the Designated 
Safeguarding Leaders (DSLs) in school are: 
 
​  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Local Community Councillor responsible for safeguarding is Mr Andrew Parsons. 
 
Our Family Liaison is Mrs Lisa Fletcher and we are delighted to welcome Mrs Carrie Roberts to our team, she 
is our new school ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will be hosting termly ‘Let’s Talk’ family workshops. It was lovely to see some of you at the one we held 
this week.  
 

 

Changes to school PE tops 

Did you know that most white school TShirts end up in landfill sites as they can rarely be reused. We also 
know that keeping a white top white is a struggle! We have made the decision for our PE TShirts to be the 
colour of the school houses. Children in Merlin will wear BLUE tops, children in Falcon will wear RED 
tops and children in Kestrels will wear GREEN tops. This change will be part of uniform policy from 
Monday 7th September. The coloured PE tops will be available to order from our uniform supplier, or a 
plain TShirt from another shop can be worn. As children wear a house coloured top for Sports day they 
can continue to wear it after this date, or they can continue wearing their white top. 

Old white PE tops will be the perfect thing to wear at the upcoming Colour Run event! There are some 
available to purchase from the school office for this event, please speak to Mrs Watkins or Mrs Barnes. 
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Sports day and family picnic lunch, Thursday 21st May 
On Thursday 21st May, assuming the weather is ok, we will hold our annual Sports Days. Please see below for some 
details of this. 
 
The Sports day is split into two parts – Infant children (YR – Y2) in the morning from 10.30am-12.00 and Junior 
children (Y3 – Y6) in the afternoon from 1.30-3.00pm. The children will be split into their houses to take part in some 
team events followed by races. Each event allows the children to earn house points for their house team which are 
added towards a team total. The winning house of the day gets to have their ribbons on the sports day trophy and to 
do a celebratory lap of the field. 
 
A letter will be sent home to confirm your child’s house as they will need to wear a coloured t-shirt that matches their 
team: Merlin = Blue, Falcon = Red, Kestrel = Green. 
 
Parents and carers are welcome to come along and cheer their children on. One side of the track will be free for you 
to sit on (children move initially so parents usually move along). There will also be non-competitive parent races and a 
toddler race for siblings/ smaller children who would like to participate. 
 
In between the two events we are holding our usual picnic lunch. The school kitchen provides picnic lunches for 
anyone who orders a school dinner, or families can bring a picnic to share - please avoid products containing nuts as 
we have children with allergies in school. Seating is not provided so please bring blankets etc. to sit on. Please also 
bring a bag to take rubbish home. 
 
Friends are hoping to provide refreshments throughout the events. During the sports days these are for parents and 
siblings but can be given to school children at lunchtime if wanted. 
 
Please note we do not allow any smoking or vaping while on the school site and ask that photos taken are only of 
your child and are not shared on social media for safeguarding reasons. 

 

Class of the Week 

 

The teachers have voted and persuaded, and class of the week goes to… 

24th April – Year 3 -  An excellent start to the term. 

 
1st May – Year 6 - outstanding behaviour on our local visit to the new railway station. 

 

Parenting and family support 
Family Lives website offers an online and innovative ‘Parents Together Programme’. You can work through six 
interactive blocks filled with helpful techniques and ideas designed to help you become a more confident parent. 
https://www.familylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/online-parenting-courses 
 
The NSPCC website contains parenting tips for all stages of a child's life, as well as advice on how to deal with difficult 
situations, including how to manage tantrums, and dealing with separation and divorce. 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/?utm_old=supportparents 
 
Action for Children’s website contains expert advice on topics such as child's development, behaviour and emotional 
wellbeing. https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/how-we-can-help/get-parenting-support/  
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https://www.familylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/online-parenting-courses
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/?utm_old=supportparents
https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/how-we-can-help/get-parenting-support/


Free School Meals  
If your child is in receipt of free school meals you will receive your voucher to use over the half term break in the next 
couple of weeks.  
 
We are aware that family circumstances can change at any time so we keep this item in our newsletter.  
 
If you’re on a qualifying benefit, applying for free school meals makes sense for 
your child, your finances and your school! You could be one of thousands of 
families across South Gloucestershire missing out on saving over £400 each year, 
per child. 
 

You will also be helping our school, as we get extra funding that’s called Pupil 
Premium Funding, to improve educational outcomes. 
 

Applying is a simple process and will only take a couple of minutes. 
 

This flyer explains more about applying for benefits-related free school meals and the extra help it offers your child 
and family. Or visit www.southglos.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals  
 

Please apply if you qualify, we can offer help to complete the online form if needed, just 
let us know. 

 

Healthy lunchboxes and snacks 
As part of our work as a ‘Healthy School’ it is important that we share information about healthy eating including 
snacks. 
 

As part of our Jigsaw learning we talk with the children about healthy snacks and fruit/vegetables are available thanks 
to the South Glos fruit and veg scheme. 
 

All school meals are carefully planned to meet healthy eating guidelines and there is lots of information on healthy 
choices for families who choose a packed lunch on the Change4Life website here: 
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes  
 

There is also lots of information about healthy snacks for break time. The NHS recommends that these are limited to 
two a day and to 100 calories per snack. 
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts/healthier-snacks-for-kids 

 

News from the Friends 
A date for your diaries, the next Rag2Riches collection dates are: 
 
Wednesday 13th May 2026 
Wednesday 16th September 2026 
 
Thank you also to everyone who supported our recent school disco. We raised £850! We are hoping to use 
the funds raised to buy more outdoor playground resources. 
 
We hope you have the colour run date in your diary - we can’t wait for the fun on Saturday 20th June. 
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https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/southglos/directory/files/4307_free_school_meals_a5_flyer_final_-_web.pdf
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts/healthier-snacks-for-kids


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2026-2027 Term Dates 

CSET Trust has set the term dates for 2026/27. Please note there is a slight difference to South Gloucestershire set 
dates for the first day of term 1 and last day of term 6. 
 
Term 1 -  Thu 3 Sep – Fri 23 Oct 2026 
Term 2 -  Mon 2 Nov 2026 – Fri 18 Dec 2026 
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DATE DAY START 

TIME 
END 

TIME EVENT 

2/4/2026 Thu N/A N/A Term 4 Ends 
20/4/2026 Mon N/A N/A Term 5 begins for children 
6/5/2026 Wed 14:45 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Grasshoppers (Y2) 
4/5/2026 Mon N/A N/A May Bank Holiday 
11/5/2026 Mon N/A N/A Year 6 SATs Week 
15/5/2026 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 
20/5/2026 Wed 14:45 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Dragonflies (Y5) 
18/5/2026 Mon All week Walk to school week (18th -22nd) 
20/5/2026 Wed 12:00 1:15 Gold Lunch 
21/5/2026 Thu 10:30 12:00 Infant Sports Day 
21/5/2026 Thu 12:00 13:00 Sports Day Picnic 
21/5/2026 Thu 13:30 15:00 Junior Sports Day 
22/5/2026 Fri N/A N/A Term 5 Ends 
1/6/2026 Mon N/A N/A INSET DAY 5 
2/6/2026 Tues   Term 6 begins for children 
1/6/2026 Mon N/A N/A Y4 Multiplication check period (2wks) 
3/6/2026 Wed 14:45 15:45 Class assembly and open class Butterflies (Y1) 
8/6/2026 Mon N/A N/A Phonics Screening Week 
11/6/2026 Thurs 17:00 18:00 New Reception Parents Evening 
10/6/2026 Wed 14:45 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6) 
15/6/2026 Mon All week Pride week 
18/6/2026 Thu N/A N/A Reserve Sports Day 

NEW 20/06/26 Sat TBC Colour Run 
22/6/2026 Mon All week Year 5 swimming 
24/6/2026 Wed 14:45 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4) 
29/6/2026 Mon All week Year 6 swimming 

TBC TBC 9:00 9:30 Music Assembly 1 + music parents 
TBC TBC 9:00 9:30 Music Assembly 2 + music parents 

1/7/2026 Wed 14:45 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Beetles (Y3) 
8/7/2026 Wed 14:45 15:45 assembly and Open Class - Caterpillars (EYFS) New EYFS pupils 

     
10/7/2026 Fri 9:00 10:00 Leavers Play dress rehearsal (to school) 
10/7/2026 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 
10/7/2026 Fri N/A N/A Reports to Parents 
13/7/2026 Mon 18:00 19:30 Leavers Play 
15/7/2026 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 

     
20/07/2026 Mon N/A N/A Leavers assembly (for school) 
21/7/2026 Tue N/A N/A Term 6 Ends 

     
03/09/2026 Thursday N/A N/A INSET DAY 1 
04/09/2026 Friday N/A N/A INSET DAY 2 
07/09/2026 Monday N/A N/A Day 1 of Term 1  



Term 3 -  Mon 4 Jan 2027 – Fri 12 Feb 2027 
Term 4 -  Mon 22 Feb 2027 – Thu 25 Mar 2027 
Term 5 -  Mon 12 Apr 2027 – Fri 28 May 2027 
Term 6 -  Mon 7 Jun 2027 – Fri 23 Jul 2027 
 
The 3rd September and 4th September will be an INSET for all schools, other INSET days to be confirmed in the new 
year. 
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