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Message from the Head . . .

Dear Parents and Carers, p

It has been a festive feeling week in school with the sound of Christmas songs echoing
along the halls as the children practice for their performances next week. This hasn’t
affected the fantastic learning in classes though and | have had some very proud
children sharing their stories, poems and information writing, as well as seeing some
super mathematical thinking from children across the school.

Monday was my whole school assembly, and we talked about some Christmas
traditions — the lights and tree — as well as learning about the Snow and Ice festival in
Harbin, China. This is definitely somewhere | would like to see one day.

Thursday was Christmas dinner day in school, complete with crackers funded by
Friends. Massive thanks go to Tracy & Gemma (in the kitchen) for the delicious food
and to all the staff who supported over lunchtime for making it such a fun experience
for the children.

Next week we have a performance packed week with both the KS1 nativity and the
KS2 extravaganza, as well as a Rock Steady concert. We are looking forward to sharing
these with you — you are all in for a real treat!

Kind regards,
Mrs Willcox, Head teacher

What'’s happening next week?

Term 2 School Value:

e Mon 16" —KS1 dress rehearsal to school

e Tues 17" —KS1 performances (tickets required)

e Wed 18" - Gold lunch

e Wed 18 - Rock steady concert to parents of participating children & siblings
e Thurs 19" — KS2 dress rehearsal to school

e Fri 20" - KS2 performances (tickets required)

e  Fri 20" — Last day of term 2

Advanced warning

e Mon 6™ Jan 2025 - INSET day (training day for staff)

e Tues 7" Jan - School restarts for all children

e Thurs 9" Jan — Open morning for prospective parents
e Thurs 9" Jan — Y2 swimming starts (6 weekss)



http://www.charfieldschool.org.uk/

Kindness at Christmas

As the final week of term approaches, it is important to share that we have noticed a small increase in unkind words
from members of the school community. As a staff we are aware that everyone is very tried, and we are working hard
to help the children remember that kindness is important and to take time to think carefully about what we are
saying and doing. We ask that parents and carers help us with this for the final week of term. Thank you.

Gift giving

It is the time of year where children (and parents/carers) like to spread Christmas joy and often purchase gifts for
their teachers and other school staff. While there is absolutely no expectation that gifts are given, we know that
families like to do this and wanted to provide some clarification about what we are able to accept.

As a publicly funded organisation, we need to operate in a way that aligns with the Principles of Public Life, ensuring
we serve our communities effectively and appropriately. This includes responsibilities around the acceptance of gifts
and hospitality which are outlined in trust policies (found here).

As such, we are able to accept inexpensive gifts from individuals and more expensive collective gifts but would need
to refuse individual gifts that have a higher value. As stated above, we never expect any gifts and are really grateful
when these are given but wanted to provide some clarification so no offense is caused if a gift has to be refused.

Big thanks

A great big thanks goes to George, an ex-pupil of Charfield, who provided the hay for our KS1 nativities next week. He



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-7-principles-of-public-life/the-7-principles-of-public-life--2
https://www.cset.co.uk/Policies/

Items from home - reminder

As a school we ask that children do not routinely bring in items from home such as pencil cases, toys and keyrings.
We have seen an increase in children wanting to bring these in and then subsequent upset when some of these items
have been damaged or lost.

Pencil cases are not needed as school provides resources in class. Toys are not appropriate unless being used for a
specific task or event. Children are able to put keyrings etc on their bags and coats but do so at their own risk — the
cloakrooms are busy places and at this time of year are filled with big coats and even bigger bags meaning that these
sometimes get pulled off and go missing.

In school we explain to all children that special and precious things need to stay at home where they are safest. There
are a small minority of children who are sometimes permitted to bring in specific items which support an identified
need (and is agreed with Mrs Willcox or Mr Adkins), but for the vast majority of children, this is not needed.

Children can, of course, bring in things to show but these will ideally be given to the teacher to look after during the
day and returned home on the evening.

If you believe your child needs to have a specific resource to support their learning, please speak to the class teacher
who will discuss this with Mr Adkins (SENCO)

Support for families at Christmas — message from COMPASS

The Christmas holidays are fast approaching, and for some families this could bring about some worries due to the
pressures of finances, keeping the children entertained and occupied etc,

Below are some links and resources we have been asked to pass onto families ahead of this time.

Resources

e Financial support for residents | BETA - South Gloucestershire Council.

e Financial Support Flyer (attached).

e Community welcome spaces | BETA - South Gloucestershire Council.

e School holiday activities and food programme | South Gloucestershire (a detailed email was sent out about
this on 29/11/2024). Also, libraries offer warm spaces as well as activities and events, Libraries | BETA - South
Gloucestershire Council.

e Foodbanks - Get emergency food | Trussell.

e inourplace | Solihull Approach — South Gloucestershire | inourplace - free online courses (e-modules) for all
parents, carers, grandparents and teens, nurturing emotional health and wellbeing from bump to 19+ years.
*This is an online self-navigation parenting course, which can be accessed via this link.

In addition, we have been asked to remind families that ‘the holidays are a fun and exciting time for children and
young people, and their families, especially at Christmas time, however, the change in routine and expectations can
lead to increased levels of anxiety and changes in behaviour — keeping to routines and structure might help with this.’

There are also lots of resources which could be useful here: https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/

Message from the National Crime Agency’s CEOP Education team #SaferByChristmas

This December, the National Crime Agency’s CEOP Education team will be posting a series of tips across X and
Facebook called #SaferByChristmas.

#SaferByChristmas starts on 9th December 2024 and will share 12 days of quick, easy actions for parents and carers
to take to better protect their children online.

Each post will share actions that can be taken both for the 4 to 10 year old age range and 11 to 17 year olds.

#SaferByChristmas aims to increase the protective capabilities of parents and carers, particularly at a time of year
when many children and young people are gifted new devices and when online usage increases with schools closed
for the festive break.

Facebook information can be found here: facebook.com/CEOPEducation
Information can be found on X using the hashtag #SaferByChristmas



https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/financial-support-for-residents/
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/community-welcome-spaces/
https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=Y50nS-iIHMk
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/libraries/
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/libraries/
https://www.trussell.org.uk/emergency-food
https://inourplace.co.uk/south-gloucestershire/
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
http://facebook.com/CEOPEducation

Wake up Wednesday - safeguarding information from the National Colleg

&-'r The winter break is almost here, and it’s time to kick back and relax — but there are still steps we can take
to celebrate safely. Download & listen here >> ow.ly/kAFu50UfXYX

At The National College, our WakeUp! y guides emp: and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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10 Top Tipsifor Parentsiand Educators

SAFETY,OVER THE FESTIVE SEASONE

The holiday season, marked by Christmas and New Year, brings joy and togetherness but also presents unique safety
challenges for children, families and educators. From busy holiday shopping, traveling and family gatherings to
managing digital activity during school breaks, staying safe during this period requires heightened awareness. This
guide offers practical tips to help families and educators maintain a more secure and fulfilling festive period.

1 MONITOR DIGITAL
ACTNITY =

Children spend more time online during school holidays,
increasing exposure to potential dangers such as
cyberbullying, mapproprla!e content and online
g screen time, ing harmful

and ensunng i engage positively online
can be difficult without proper monitoring tools. Set clear
boundaries, encourage open discussions about online
safety and use p to ntent
exposure and screen time effectively. Regular check-ins
and positive reinforcement uround digital habits

ge safe online

> PRACTICE FIRE
SAFETY PROTOCOLS

The incidence of house fires increases during Christmas
due to greater use of candles, cookers and electrical
decorations. Open flames, electrical overloads and the
need for quick response plans can make fire safety
challenging. Ensure smoke detectors are operational,
keep fire extinguishers on hand and teach children how
to respond in case of a fire emergency. Avoid leaving
cooking unattended and use fire-safe candles to
prevent mishaps.
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CREATE TRAVEL
3 SAFETY PLANS =

More families tend to travel during the holidays,

resulting in busier roads, increased traffic accidents and
weather-related hazards. Weather conditions, road rage,
fatigue and busy airports can all compromise travel
safety. Pack emergency kits and adhere to seatbelt laws.
Plan routes in advance and allow extra travel time to
avoid rushing and mitigate risks on busy roads.

4 BEWARE OF ALLERGIES 4

[
Holiday meals often involve many foods that may “a

contain allergens. Cross contamination, unclear
labelling and lack of allergy-friendly options can lead to
severe reactions. Communicate any allergy needs to
hosts, provide safe food al ives and carry
like nines or EpiPens.
children how to for and
dangerous foods also contributes to safer celehrahons

v

g PREVENT THE
SPREAD OF ILLNESS ;-
Cold weather and ialising can i
the spread of viruses like flu and COVID-19. Crowded
gatherings, schools out of session and frequent travel can
lead to higher |nfac!|on rlsks Emphasise hygiene,
surfaces and isolate
C i { with child
ubou! proper hygiene practices is essential to reduce the
spread of iliness.

9

Meet Qur Expert

¢ STAY VIGILANT
ON THE ROAD

Increased holiday traffic heightens the risk of accidents

for both drivers and pedestrians. Distracted driving,
safety and i weather can P

road safety. Er destrian safety practices, avoid

distracted driving und never drive under the influence.

»ny T ~
; MAINTAIN SAFE  dgad b
DECORATIONS

Festive decorations such as Christmas lights and candles
can pose electrical, fire and choking hazards if
mishandled. Frayed wires, toppling Christmas trees, small
ornaments and open flames can be difficult to control,

K y in busy with chil Inspect and
maintain decoratmns, secure Christmas trees, place
fragile or small items out of reach and ensure candles are
never left unattended. Teshng smoke ulurms and using
i reduce

B o

g SET BOUNDARIES
FOR GIFTS 1

Some toys and gadgets can present choking, sharp-edge
or safety risks, particularly for young children. Ensuvlng
that gifts meet safety. and are age approp

can be complex with so many options available. inspect
all toys carefully and ensure any tech devices have
parental controls. Setting expectations around safe gift
use and discarding packaging that poses a risk also helps
to prevent accidents.

r

5 ADDRESS STRESS “ g
& FATIGUE

Holiday pressures can lead to burnout, which affects both
physical and mental health. Overpacked schedules and a
lack of downtime can cause stress and fatigue, leading to

i or poor i making. ; rest,
maintain regular routines and seek support to reduce
stress. Encourage activities that promote relaxation to
create a healthier, happier holiday experience for
everyone.

10 DRINK RESPONSIBLY \(

Alcohol is commonly present at holiday events, raising
concerns about safety and supervision. Excessive alcohol
consumption can lead to accidents, impaired judgment
and lack of supervision for children. Designate
responsible adults, limit consumption and provide
transportation alterncnlves for guests. Teaching

ion and g resp fiour in front
of chil ensures that i remain positive and

James Whelan is a chartered health and safety consultant with 10 years - .

of experience in promoting family and community safety. Specialising in NOtI0n0|
risk assessment and preventative strategies, he has worked with Colle eﬂ
educational institutions, public health agencies and community groups 9

to deliver safety education and training.

~
Source: See full reference list on guide page at: https://nationalcollege.com/guides/safety-over-the-festive-season

X @wake_up_weds n [wuw.thenationalcollege @wake.up.wednesday d @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 11.12.2024



http://ow.ly/kAFu50UfXYX

Learning at Charfield

Class of the Week Lunchtime Award
The teachers have voted and This year, the lunchtime award is being p—
persuaded, and Class of the week /v given to a group or individual who has ‘d
goesto... demonstrated all our school values.
Year 1 This week the award goes to . . .

Year 1 have been ‘amazing in every way’ this week and
have stayed focus and worked hard in all aspects, despite a
lot of excitement — their letters are super!

Well done Butterflies

Tracy and Gemma — our fantastic kitchen team —who
produced a delicious Christmas dinner, complete with
candy cane treats with the pudding!

Dojo/House points

Falcon Kestrel Merlin

677 609 632

Well done FALCON!

Respect award

As part of our Anti-Bullying approach, we celebrate | The whole school — Mrs Baker has had
children who have gone above beyond to show the | numerous reports of respectful behaviour
schools values, particularly respect. from all year groups in school.
This week’s respect award goes to . . . Well done everyone, we are proud of you all!




FRIENDS DATES

FRIENDS of Charfield School

Date Day Time Event

7 Dec 2024 Saturday 1lam-3pm Christmas Fayre & Tree sale

9 Jan 2025 Thursday 8pm Friends meeting @ Railway Tavern
28 Jan 2025 Tuesday Drop off Rags to Riches collection

8 Feb 2025 Saturday TBC Silent Disco

ift Ideas for all the family this

Christmas from
Friends of Charfield Primary

DON'T FORGET SILENT DISCO ON 8TH FEBRUARY

@CHARFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL

£5 PER PERSON

Register Charity
No.1041593




Community news

Closing date for primary school applications

The closing date to apply for entry into primary school in September 2025 is 15 January 2025.
This will be for any younger siblings born between 1 September 2020 and 31 August 2021.

It is important to apply on-time as siblings are not guaranteed a place at the older child’s school and the school may
fill up with on-time applications making it harder for late applicants.

Applications should be made to the local authority where the child lives; regardless of the location of the school they
are requesting. For more information or for South Gloucestershire residents to apply on-line, parents can go to this
site: Primary School Admissions

If parents’ need help with the application process, please telephone the contact centre on 01454 868008.

" SANTA IS COMING" - .
TO CHARFIELD!

CHARFIELD PRESCHOOL’'S ANNUAL SANTA FLOAT
IS DOING A TOUR OF THE VILLAGE ON

KEEP YOUR EYES AND EARS OUT FOR SANTA AND
DON'T FORGET TO GIVE HIM A WAVE AND POP A
<% DONATION IN ONE OF OUR FUNDRAISING POTS

DONATION TO THE PRESCHOOL PLEASE TRANSFER T
S/C:30-98-29 ACC: 40367368

SANTA'S ROUTE (APPROX).
10-TIAM - WOODLANDS ROAD

11-12PM -MANOR LANE/DURHAM & UNDERHILL ROAD
12-1PM - WOTTON ROAD/BELLWAY & BARRATTS
1-2PM - FARM LEES & LONGS VIEW & NEW STREET
2 -3PM -STATION ROAD, HORSFIELD ROAD & THE SIDINGS
3 - 4PM - THE CREST

ALTERNATIVELY IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A BACi



https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=GLu6GUIMkpw&familychannel=2-2&channel=family

Dates 2024-2025

DATE

06/01/2025

DAY

07/01/2025

START
TIME

END TIME

EVENT

INSET Day 3

Term 3 begins for children

09/01/2025 Thu 09:30 10:30 Open Day 5 - am (only)
09/01/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 2 Swimming Starts (6wks)
14/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6)
15/01/2025 Wed 18:00 19:00 Year 6 - SATs Parent Meeting
21/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Caterpillars (EYFS)
28/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4)
29/01/2025 Wed All Day Lunar New Year
29/01/2025 Wed 17:30 ‘ 18:30 Local Community Council meeting
03/02/2025 Mon All week Children's mental health week
04/02/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3)
07/02/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
11/02/2025 Tue All day Safer Internet day
12/02/2025 | Wed 12:00 | 13:15 Gold Lunch
13/02/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 2 Swimming Ends
14/02/2025 Fri Term 3 Ends
24/02/2025 Mon INSET Day 4
25/02/2025 Tue Term 4 begins for children
27/02/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Starts (6wks)
05/03/2025 Wed 15:30 17:30 Parents Evening 2 (early)
05/03/2025 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting
06/03/2025 Thu All day World Book Day
06/02/2025 Thu 16:30 | 19:30 Parents Evening 2 (late)
07/03/2025 Fri All week (10 days) British science week (7-16 Mar)
11/03/2025 Tue N/A N/A Photographer - Class & Leavers
17/03/2025 Mon All week (10 days) Neurodiversity week (18-24 Mar)
28/03/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
02/04/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
03/04/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Ends
04/04/2025 Fri Term 4 Ends
22/04/2025 Tue INSET Day 5
23/04/2025 Wed Term 5 begins for children
30/04/2025 Wed Local Community Council meeting
01/05/2025 Thu KS1 test period (throughout May)
01/05/2025 Thu Open Class - Grasshoppers (Y2)
05/05/2025 Mon May Bank Holiday
08/05/2025 Thu Open Class - Dragonflies (Y5)
12/05/2025 Mon Year 6 SATs Week
15/05/2025 Thu Open Class - Butterflies (Y1)
16/05/2025 Fri Gold assembly




20/05/2025 Tue All week Walk to school week (20th -25th)
20/05/2025 Tue 12:00 01:15 Gold Lunch
21/05/2025 Wed 10:30 12:00 Sports Day
21/05/2025 Wed 12:00 13:00 Sports Day Picnic
21/05/2025 Wed 13:30 15:00 Sports Day
23/05/2025 Fri Term 5 Ends
02/06/2025 Mon Term 6 Begins
02/06/2025 Mon Y4 Multiplication check period (2wks)
05/06/2025 Thu EYFS open class Caterpillars
09/06/2025 Mon Phonics Screening Week
11/06/2025 Wed 18:00 19:00 New Reception Parents Evening
12/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6)
16/06/2025 Mon All week Pride week
18/06/2025 Wed Reserve Sports Day
20/06/2025 Fri INSET Day 6
26/06/2025 Thu Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4)
28/06/2025 Sat CHARFUN
01/07/2025 Tue 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 1 + music parents
02/07/2025 Wed 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 2 + music parents
03/07/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3)
07/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 1
09/07/2025 Wed N/A N/A Moving Up Day
10/07/2025 Thu 09:00 10:00 Leavers Play dress rehearsal (to school)
11/07/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
11/07/2025 Fri N/A N/A Reports to Parents
14/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 2
14/07/2025 Mon 18:00 19:30 Leavers Play
16/07/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Leavers assembly (for school)
22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 6 Ends




