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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

It has been a festive feeling week in school with the sound of Christmas songs echoing 
along the halls as the children practice for their performances next week. This hasn’t 
affected the fantastic learning in classes though and I have had some very proud 
children sharing their stories, poems and information writing, as well as seeing some 
super mathematical thinking from children across the school. 
 

Monday was my whole school assembly, and we talked about some Christmas 
traditions – the lights and tree – as well as learning about the Snow and Ice festival in 
Harbin, China. This is definitely somewhere I would like to see one day. 
 

Thursday was Christmas dinner day in school, complete with crackers funded by 
Friends. Massive thanks go to Tracy & Gemma (in the kitchen) for the delicious food 
and to all the staff who supported over lunchtime for making it such a fun experience 
for the children. 
 

Next week we have a performance packed week with both the KS1 nativity and the 
KS2 extravaganza, as well as a Rock Steady concert. We are looking forward to sharing 
these with you – you are all in for a real treat! 
 

Kind regards, 
Mrs Willcox, Head teacher 

What’s happening next week? 

 Mon 16th – KS1 dress rehearsal to school 
 Tues 17th – KS1 performances (tickets required) 
 Wed 18th – Gold lunch 

 Wed 18th - Rock steady concert to parents of participating children & siblings 

 Thurs 19th – KS2 dress rehearsal to school 
 Fri 20th - KS2 performances (tickets required) 

 Fri 20th – Last day of term 2 
Advanced warning 

 Mon 6th Jan 2025 - INSET day (training day for staff) 

 Tues 7th Jan - School restarts for all children 
 Thurs 9th Jan – Open morning for prospective parents 

 Thurs 9th Jan – Y2 swimming starts (6 weekss) 

Term 2 School Value: 

 

http://www.charfieldschool.org.uk/
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Kindness at Christmas 

As the final week of term approaches, it is important to share that we have noticed a small increase in unkind words 
from members of the school community. As a staff we are aware that everyone is very tried, and we are working hard 
to help the children remember that kindness is important and to take time to think carefully about what we are 
saying and doing. We ask that parents and carers help us with this for the final week of term. Thank you. 

 

Gift giving 
It is the time of year where children (and parents/carers) like to spread Christmas joy and often purchase gifts for 
their teachers and other school staff. While there is absolutely no expectation that gifts are given, we know that 
families like to do this and wanted to provide some clarification about what we are able to accept. 
 

As a publicly funded organisation, we need to operate in a way that aligns with the Principles of Public Life, ensuring 
we serve our communities effectively and appropriately. This includes responsibilities around the acceptance of gifts 
and hospitality which are outlined in trust policies (found here). 
 

As such, we are able to accept inexpensive gifts from individuals and more expensive collective gifts but would need 
to refuse individual gifts that have a higher value. As stated above, we never expect any gifts and are really grateful 
when these are given but wanted to provide some clarification so no offense is caused if a gift has to be refused. 

 

Big thanks  

A great big thanks goes to George, an ex-pupil of Charfield, who provided the hay for our KS1 nativities next week. He 
took time to sort the bales and bring them to school, showing some great negotiating powers during the transaction.  

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-7-principles-of-public-life/the-7-principles-of-public-life--2
https://www.cset.co.uk/Policies/
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Items from home - reminder 

As a school we ask that children do not routinely bring in items from home such as pencil cases, toys and keyrings. 
We have seen an increase in children wanting to bring these in and then subsequent upset when some of these items 
have been damaged or lost. 
 

Pencil cases are not needed as school provides resources in class. Toys are not appropriate unless being used for a 
specific task or event. Children are able to put keyrings etc on their bags and coats but do so at their own risk – the 
cloakrooms are busy places and at this time of year are filled with big coats and even bigger bags meaning that these 
sometimes get pulled off and go missing. 
 

In school we explain to all children that special and precious things need to stay at home where they are safest. There 
are a small minority of children who are sometimes permitted to bring in specific items which support an identified 
need (and is agreed with Mrs Willcox or Mr Adkins), but for the vast majority of children, this is not needed. 
 

Children can, of course, bring in things to show but these will ideally be given to the teacher to look after during the 
day and returned home on the evening. 
 

If you believe your child needs to have a specific resource to support their learning, please speak to the class teacher 
who will discuss this with Mr Adkins (SENCO) 

 

Support for families at Christmas – message from COMPASS 

The Christmas holidays are fast approaching, and for some families this could bring about some worries due to the 
pressures of finances, keeping the children entertained and occupied etc, 
 

Below are some links and resources we have been asked to pass onto families ahead of this time. 
 

Resources 

● Financial support for residents | BETA - South Gloucestershire Council. 
  

● Financial Support Flyer (attached). 
 

● Community welcome spaces | BETA - South Gloucestershire Council. 
 

● School holiday activities and food programme | South Gloucestershire (a detailed email was sent out about 
this on 29/11/2024). Also, libraries offer warm spaces as well as activities and events, Libraries | BETA - South 
Gloucestershire Council.  

● Foodbanks - Get emergency food | Trussell. 

● inourplace | Solihull Approach – South Gloucestershire | inourplace - free online courses (e-modules) for all 
parents, carers, grandparents and teens, nurturing emotional health and wellbeing from bump to 19+ years. 
*This is an online self-navigation parenting course, which can be accessed via this link. 

 

In addition, we have been asked to remind families that ‘the holidays are a fun and exciting time for children and 
young people, and their families, especially at Christmas time, however, the change in routine and expectations can 
lead to increased levels of anxiety and changes in behaviour – keeping to routines and structure might help with this.’ 
 

There are also lots of resources which could be useful here: https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/  

 

Message from the National Crime Agency’s CEOP Education team         #SaferByChristmas 

This December, the National Crime Agency’s CEOP Education team will be posting a series of tips across X and 
Facebook called #SaferByChristmas. 
 

#SaferByChristmas starts on 9th December 2024 and will share 12 days of quick, easy actions for parents and carers 
to take to better protect their children online. 
 

Each post will share actions that can be taken both for the 4 to 10 year old age range and 11 to 17 year olds. 
 

#SaferByChristmas aims to increase the protective capabilities of parents and carers, particularly at a time of year 
when many children and young people are gifted new devices and when online usage increases with schools closed 
for the festive break. 
 

Facebook information can be found here: facebook.com/CEOPEducation 
Information can be found on X using the hashtag #SaferByChristmas  

 

https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/financial-support-for-residents/
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/community-welcome-spaces/
https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=Y50nS-iIHMk
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/libraries/
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/libraries/
https://www.trussell.org.uk/emergency-food
https://inourplace.co.uk/south-gloucestershire/
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
http://facebook.com/CEOPEducation
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Wake up Wednesday – safeguarding information from the National College 

 The winter break is almost here, and it’s time to kick back and relax – but there are still steps we can take 

to celebrate safely.     Download & listen here >> ow.ly/kAFu50UfXYX 

 

http://ow.ly/kAFu50UfXYX
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Learning at Charfield 
Class of the Week Lunchtime Award 

 

The teachers have voted and 

persuaded, and Class of the week 

goes to . . . 

Year 1 

 

This year, the lunchtime award is being 

given to a group or individual who has 

demonstrated all our school values. 

This week the award goes to . . .  

Year 1 have been ‘amazing in every way’ this week and 
have stayed focus and worked hard in all aspects, despite a 

lot of excitement – their letters are super! 
Well done Butterflies 

 Tracy and Gemma – our fantastic kitchen team – who 

produced a delicious Christmas dinner, complete with 

candy cane treats with the pudding! 

 

 
 

Dojo/House points 

 

Falcon Kestrel Merlin 

677 609 632 
 

Well done FALCON! 

 
 
 
 
 

Respect award 

As part of our Anti-Bullying approach, we celebrate 

children who have gone above beyond to show the 

schools values, particularly respect. 

This week’s respect award goes to . . .   

The whole school – Mrs Baker has had 
numerous reports of respectful behaviour 
from all year groups in school. 
Well done everyone, we are proud of you all!  
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FRIENDS of Charfield School 
 
FRIENDS DATES  
 

Date Day Time Event 
7 Dec 2024 Saturday 11am-3pm Christmas Fayre & Tree sale 

9 Jan 2025 Thursday 8pm Friends meeting @ Railway Tavern 

28 Jan 2025 Tuesday Drop off Rags to Riches collection 

8 Feb 2025 Saturday TBC Silent Disco 
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Community news 
 

Closing date for primary school applications 
The closing date to apply for entry into primary school in September 2025 is 15 January 2025. 
 

This will be for any younger siblings born between 1 September 2020 and 31 August 2021. 
 

It is important to apply on-time as siblings are not guaranteed a place at the older child’s school and the school may 
fill up with on-time applications making it harder for late applicants. 
 

Applications should be made to the local authority where the child lives; regardless of the location of the school they 
are requesting.  For more information or for South Gloucestershire residents to apply on-line, parents can go to this 
site: Primary School Admissions 
 

If parents’ need help with the application process, please telephone the contact centre on 01454 868008. 

 

  

https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=GLu6GUIMkpw&familychannel=2-2&channel=family
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Dates 2024-2025 

DATE DAY 
START 

TIME 
END TIME EVENT 

16/12/2024 Mon 09:30 10:30 KS1 Nativity dress rehersal (to school) 

17/12/2024 Tue 09:30 10:30 KS1 Nativity 1  

17/12/2024 Tue 14:00 15:00 KS1 Nativity 2 

18/12/2024 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 

19/12/2024 Thu 09:30 10:30 KS2 - Christmas Extravaganza rehearsal 

19/12/2024 Thu N/A N/A KS1 Christmas Parties 

20/12/2024 Fri 09:30 10:30 KS2 - Christmas Extravaganza 

20/12/2024 Fri 14:00 15:00 KS2 - Christmas Extravaganza 

20/12/2024 Fri N/A N/A Term 2 Ends 

06/01/2025 Mon N/A N/A INSET Day 3 

07/01/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 3 begins for children 

09/01/2025 Thu 09:30 10:30 Open Day 5 - am (only) 

09/01/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 2 Swimming Starts (6wks) 

14/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6) 

15/01/2025 Wed 18:00 19:00 Year 6 - SATs Parent Meeting  

21/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Caterpillars (EYFS) 

28/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4) 

29/01/2025 Wed All Day Lunar New Year 

29/01/2025 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting 

03/02/2025 Mon All week Children's mental health week 

04/02/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3) 

07/02/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

11/02/2025 Tue All day Safer Internet day 

12/02/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 

13/02/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 2 Swimming Ends 

14/02/2025 Fri N/A N/A Term 3 Ends 

24/02/2025 Mon N/A N/A INSET Day 4 

25/02/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 4 begins for children 

27/02/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Starts (6wks) 

05/03/2025 Wed 15:30 17:30 Parents Evening 2 (early) 

05/03/2025 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting 

06/03/2025 Thu All day World Book Day 

06/02/2025 Thu 16:30 19:30 Parents Evening 2 (late) 

07/03/2025 Fri All week (10 days) British science week (7-16 Mar) 

11/03/2025 Tue N/A N/A Photographer - Class & Leavers 

17/03/2025 Mon All week (10 days) Neurodiversity week (18-24 Mar) 

28/03/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

02/04/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 

03/04/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Ends 

04/04/2025 Fri N/A N/A Term 4 Ends 

22/04/2025 Tue N/A N/A INSET Day 5 

23/04/2025 Wed N/A N/A Term 5 begins for children 

30/04/2025 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting 

01/05/2025 Thu N/A N/A KS1 test period (throughout May) 

01/05/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Grasshoppers (Y2) 

05/05/2025 Mon N/A N/A May Bank Holiday 

08/05/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Dragonflies (Y5) 

12/05/2025 Mon N/A N/A Year 6 SATs Week 

15/05/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Butterflies (Y1) 

16/05/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 
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20/05/2025 Tue All week Walk to school week (20th -25th) 

20/05/2025 Tue 12:00 01:15 Gold Lunch 

21/05/2025 Wed 10:30 12:00 Sports Day 

21/05/2025 Wed 12:00 13:00 Sports Day Picnic 

21/05/2025 Wed 13:30 15:00 Sports Day 

23/05/2025 Fri N/A N/A Term 5 Ends 

02/06/2025 Mon N/A N/A Term 6 Begins 

02/06/2025 Mon N/A N/A Y4 Multiplication check period (2wks) 

05/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 EYFS open class Caterpillars 

09/06/2025 Mon N/A N/A Phonics Screening Week 

11/06/2025 Wed 18:00 19:00 New Reception Parents Evening 

12/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6) 

16/06/2025 Mon All week Pride week 

18/06/2025 Wed N/A N/A Reserve Sports Day 

20/06/2025 Fri N/A N/A INSET Day 6 

26/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4) 

28/06/2025 Sat N/A N/A CHARFUN 

01/07/2025 Tue 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 1 + music parents 

02/07/2025 Wed 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 2 + music parents 

03/07/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3) 

07/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 1 

09/07/2025 Wed N/A N/A Moving Up Day 

10/07/2025 Thu 09:00 10:00 Leavers Play dress rehearsal (to school) 

11/07/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

11/07/2025 Fri N/A N/A Reports to Parents 

14/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 2 

14/07/2025 Mon 18:00 19:30 Leavers Play 

16/07/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 

22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Leavers assembly (for school) 

22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 6 Ends 
 


