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Dear families,

It has been a wonderful fortnight of learning. Children have really enjoyed neurodiversity week, especially finding out
more about famous people who have a diagnosis and hearing the ways they overcome barriers. It has been a great
opportunity to remind every child that they are unique and special.

Our EYFS class had a wonderful time at Westonbirt this week. They receive lots of
compliments on their wonderful behaviour and they enjoyed exploring the outdoors.

We look forward to seeing you at our upcoming parents evening.
Appointments are still available if you haven’t booked yet. The link for school cloud
can be found here: https://charfield.schoolcloud.co.uk/

A polite reminder about our school uniform expectations here at Charfield. Please
refer to the website https://www.charfieldschool.org.uk/Uniform-at-Charfield/

Can we please ask for families to ensure that if their child wears shorts to school for PE that they are of an appropriate
length, they should be to the mid-thigh. The ‘Nike Pro’ style of shorts can be very short and are not suitable for school.

The Friends of Charfield have a large amount of second-hand uniform available for a donation. Please reach out if you
would like to see what is available.

I’'m looking forward to seeing lots of the children at the school disco tonight!

Have a lovely weekend.

Mrs Engley
Head teacher
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Cross Country Success Continues!

On Sunday 8th March, Alex and Harry from Year 5 were invited to represent Dursley &
Wotton District in the Gloucestershire County Cross Country Championships, following their
superb performances in the CC League over the winter. They ran their hearts out at Ashley
Manor Preparatory School in Cheltenham and did themselves, their families and our school
so very proud. They are both such humble boys - you wouldn't know unless we shouted
about it! So, WELL DONE, ALEX AND HARRY!

¢ Alex ran brilliantly, and finished position 41 - well up in the pack - brilliant.
Harry took it to the next level, and finished 2nd. An unbelievable result!
We wish Harry lots of luck for the next stage of his cross country journey which is the
NATIONALS!

Following the success of the whole cross country team this year - we can't wait to see
what next year holds! Thank you to all who competed. Mrs Milmine

Local Community Councillor Visit

Members of the community council are invited into school across the year to spend time in classrooms and
talking to children and staff. Our last visit was from Local Community Councillor, Laura Lewis. Here is a
summary of her visit:

It was a pleasure to visit our School just before half term to see first-hand the strength of its commitment to
pupils’ personal development.

A particular highlight was the OPAL project, which clearly reflects the school’s commitment to developing
confident, resilient and responsible learners. During playtime, | saw children demonstrating teamwork,
respect and independence as they explored, built and created together. Pupils spoke enthusiastically about
enjoying the freedom to challenge themselves, whether in the forest area or getting muddy on the field.
Clear boundaries are in place so that everyone feels safe, and children are keen to join Mrs Milmine’s crew,
taking responsibility for equipment and their environment. As parents and carers we can support this
initiative by offering our services when items need fixing or replacing.

In conversations with Year 4 and Year 6 pupils, | was struck by their maturity and honesty. They spoke
about leadership roles such as House Captain and Anti-Bullying Champion, modelling the kindness, fairness
and responsibility that underpin the school’s values.

Safeguarding is clearly a priority. Pupils demonstrated a strong understanding of online safety and the
importance of speaking to trusted adults if they are worried. It was clear that most older children had a
mobile phone and we discussed the challenges this brings them, particularly around WhatsApp groups.

As mobile phone use increases. | would encourage parents and carers to continue supporting the school’s
work by monitoring phone use, checking group chats and reinforcing key online safety messages at home.
Working together, we can ensure our children remain safe, respectful and responsible both in and beyond
school.




Help us get more money for our playground!

Mrs Milmine has secured us a spot on the Tesco grants scheme! This means that between 28th April - 31st
July any shopper at the Tesco store in Cam (GL11 5LE) or Wotton Under Edge (GL12 7BT) can put their
blue tokens into the pot that gives us a chance to get a minimum of £200, maximum of £1,500 towards our
outdoor welly boot storage! Please spread the word with family and friends and get ready to collect as many
blue tokens as you can for us!

Class of the Week

The teachers have voted and persuaded, and class of the week goes to...

13t March — Year one for their wonderful writing - Mrs Engley thought she was
looking at work from Year three.

20" March — Year three for showing all of the Charfield values throughout the
school day! All the staff have noticed your brilliance this week!

Parenting and family support

Family Lives website offers an online and innovative ‘Parents Together Programme’. You can work through six
interactive blocks filled with helpful techniques and ideas designed to help you become a more confident parent.
https://www.familylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/online-parenting-courses

The NSPCC website contains parenting tips for all stages of a child's life, as well as advice on how to deal with difficult
situations, including how to manage tantrums, and dealing with separation and divorce.
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/?utm old=supportparents

Action for Children’s website contains expert advice on topics such as child's development, behaviour and emotional
wellbeing. https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/how-we-can-help/get-parenting-support/

Free School Meals

If your child is in receipt of free school meals you will receive your voucher to use over the half term break in the next
couple of weeks.

We are aware that family circumstances can change at any time so we keep this item in our newsletter.

If you’re on a qualifying benefit, applying for free school meals makes sense for
your child, your finances and your school! You could be one of thousands of
families across South Gloucestershire missing out on saving over £400 each year,
per child.
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Find out now if your
family qualifies for
free school meals.

You will also be helping our school, as we get extra funding that’s called Pupil
Premium Funding, to improve educational outcomes.

Applying is a simple process and will only take a couple of minutes.

This flyer explains more about applying for benefits-related free school meals and the extra help it offers your child
and family. Or visit www.southglos.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals

Please apply if you qualify, we can offer help to complete the online form if needed, just
let us know.



https://www.familylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/online-parenting-courses
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/?utm_old=supportparents
https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/how-we-can-help/get-parenting-support/
https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/southglos/directory/files/4307_free_school_meals_a5_flyer_final_-_web.pdf
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals

Healthy lunchboxes and snacks

As part of our work as a ‘Healthy School’ it is important that we share information about healthy eating including
snacks.

As part of our Jigsaw learning we talk with the children about healthy snacks and fruit/vegetables are available thanks
to the South Glos fruit and veg scheme.

All school meals are carefully planned to meet healthy eating guidelines and there is lots of information on healthy
choices for families who choose a packed lunch on the Change4lLife website here:
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes

There is also lots of information about healthy snacks for break time. The NHS recommends that these are limited to

two a day and to 100 calories per snack.
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts/healthier-snacks-for-kids
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DATE | bpay | 3TART | END EVENT
TIME TIME
23/03/2026 Mon All week Year 4 swimming
24/3/2026 Tue 16:00 19:00 Parents Evening 2 (late)
26/03/26 Thurs 15:30 17:30 Parents Evening 2 (early)
17/03/2026 Tue All week (10 days) Neurodiversity week (17-23 Mar)
27/3/2026 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
1/4/2026 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
2/4/2026 Thu Term 4 Ends
20/4/2026 Mon Term 5 begins for children
6/5/2026 Wed Class assembly and Open Class - Grasshoppers (Y2)
4/5/2026 Mon May Bank Holiday
11/5/2026 Mon Year 6 SATs Week
15/5/2026 Fri Gold assembly
20/5/2026 Wed Class assembly and Open Class - Dragonflies (Y5)
18/5/2026 Mon Walk to school week (18th -22nd)
20/5/2026 Wed Gold Lunch
21/5/2026 Thu Infant Sports Day
21/5/2026 Thu Sports Day Picnic
21/5/2026 Thu Junior Sports Day
22/5/2026 Fri Term 5 Ends
1/6/2026 Mon INSET DAY 5
2/6/2026 Tues Term 6 begins for children
1/6/2026 Mon Y4 Multiplication check period (2wks)
3/6/2026 Wed Class assembly and open class Butterflies (Y1)
8/6/2026 Mon Phonics Screening Week
10/6/2026 Wed 17:30 18:30 New Reception Parents Evening
10/6/2026 Wed 14:45 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6)
15/6/2026 Mon All week Pride week
18/6/2026 Thu N/A N/A ‘ Reserve Sports Day
22/6/2026 Mon All week Year 5 swimming
24/6/2026 Wed 14:45 | 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4)
29/6/2026 Mon All week Year 6 swimming
TBC TBC N/A N/A ‘ CHARFUN
TBC TBC 9:00 9:30 Music Assembly 1 + music parents
TBC TBC 9:00 9:30 Music Assembly 2 + music parents
1/7/12026 Wed 14:45 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Beetles (Y3)
8/7/2026 Wed 14:45 15:45 ssembly and Open Class - Caterpillars (EYFS) New EYFS pupils
9/7/2026 Thu N/A N/A ‘ Moving Up Day
10/7/2026 Fri 9:00 10:00 Leavers Play dress rehearsal (to school)
10/7/2026 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
10/7/2026 Fri N/A N/A ‘ Reports to Parents
13/7/2026 Mon 18:00 19:30 Leavers Play
15/7/2026 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
20/07/2026 Mon N/A N/A ‘ Leavers assembly (for school)
21/7/2026 Tue N/A N/A ‘ Term 6 Ends
03/09/2026 Thursday INSET DAY 1
04/09/2026 Friday INSET DAY 2

07/09/2026 Monday Day 1 of Term 1

2026-2027 Term Dates




CSET Trust has set the term dates for 2026/27. Please note there is a slight difference to South Gloucestershire set
dates for the first day of term 1 and last day of term 6.

Term 1 - Thu 3 Sep — Fri 23 Oct 2026

Term 2 - Mon 2 Nov 2026 — Fri 18 Dec 2026
Term 3 - Mon 4 Jan 2027 — Fri 12 Feb 2027
Term 4 - Mon 22 Feb 2027 — Thu 25 Mar 2027
Term 5- Mon 12 Apr 2027 — Fri 28 May 2027
Term 6 - Mon 7 Jun 2027 — Fri 23 Jul 2027

The 3rd September and 4th September will be an INSET for all schools, other INSET days to be confirmed in the new
year.




