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CHARFIELD OPEN DAYS

Is your child starting Primary School in September 2025?
We are holding Open Days 9:30 — 10:30 & 1:30 — 2:30

Come and see us in action!

** Application deadlines for primary places is 15" January 2025***
Monday-25**Nevember Revised date Monday 9" December

Contact us on 01454 260518 or charfield-school@cset.co.uk to book a place.
See here for details of Primary School admissions in South Gloucestershire.
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Message from the Head . . .

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been an exciting end to the week thanks to the Friends non-uniform event
and a hat competition amongst the staff. Thank you to all the families that were
able to make a donation of chocolate or wine for the stalls at the Fayre next week.

As reminder, the Fayre is from 11-3pm at the school, with the Christmas tree sale
at the Village Hall from 9am. The event is shaping up to be one packed with
exciting things so please do try to come along — it makes a great start to the
Christmas season, so we hope to see you there!

Next week will be the first Christmas event with a pantomime for the whole
school. The children will see and hear the story of Dick Whittington. Thank you to
Friends for funding this and Miss Henwood for arranging it.

Kind regards,
Mrs Willcox, Head teacher

What’s happening next week?

Term 2 School Value:

e Mon 2" - Pantomime (in school) — funded by Friends
e Tues 3™ - Open class — Butterflies (Year 1)
e Wed 4" — Local Community Council meeting

e Sat 7*" — Christmas Fayre & Tree Sale
Advanced warning

e Mon 9" — rescheduled open day for prospective families



http://www.charfieldschool.org.uk/
mailto:charfield-school@cset.co.uk
https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page;jsessionid=833F25B166A48BDE00BC23944DFA5317?id=GLu6GUIMkpw&familychannel=2-2&channel=family

e Thurs 12" — Christmas lunch + Christmas jumpers

e Gold assembly

R Primary g

Moving to Charfield - Success Story

Changing schools can be a challenge for children, particularly when moving from a small school to a bigger one.
Whilst most of us would not think of Charfield as a big school, it certainly felt that way to two of our new pupils.

Each year the Local Community Council reaches out to parents of children who have joined us from other schools to
find out why they chose Charfield. This year | spoke to Claire Pennell, whose two children joined us from
Rangeworthy primary school at the beginning of the year.

Claire explained that she knew of Charfield from the work that Mrs Willcox had done covering for the Head at
Rangeworthy. Having had very positive conversations with Mrs Willcox, she was impressed with her understanding of
the individual needs of the children in the school.

Claire looked at other schools but none of the others demonstrated the same commitment to individual needs and
this sealed the deal for the move. She praised our teachers and teaching assistants for their approachability and the
effort taken to help both children settle into Charfield.

Communication is always important to parents and the Dojo app is the most popular source, although Claire along
with others, mentioned that there is a lot in there and she worried about missing something. She has found that
being able to make direct contact through the app is working well.

What do our new pupils think? After a little time to adjust and settle into a bigger school, they are both very happy
to have moved to Charfield. They really enjoy the outdoor space and other facilities the school has to offer. Having
access to clubs have been a hit, although juggling pick-ups for two children with after school clubs can be a challenge
for Mum.

Being happy in their environment is being reflected in their individual progress and learning. Claire finished by saying
that the move to Charfield had been “such a positive experience” and thanked everyone involved.

In the LCC we already know that Charfield is a great school, with facilities that others are not so lucky to have access
to, and our teachers and staff are some of the best out there. It is of course always lovely to hear this from others,
thank you to Claire for making the time to speak to me and wishing both children the very best for their time

at Charfield.

If you have any suggestions about how we can better engage with you as parents and carers, please drop us a
message at charfieldlcc@cset.co.uk.

Dawn Wright, Charfield Local Community Council.

Progressive sport links to sign up for
their after-school clubs in Term 3
KS2 FootbaII C|Ub FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
KS1 Gymnastics Club
KS1 Football Club
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https://proformance-coaching.co.uk/sports/charfield-primary-school/ks2-after-school-clubs-year-3-year-6/ks2-football-club/
https://proformance-coaching.co.uk/sports/charfield-primary-school/ks1-after-school-clubs-reception-year-2/ks1-gymnastics-club/
https://proformance-coaching.co.uk/sports/charfield-primary-school/ks1-after-school-clubs-reception-year-2/ks1-football-club/

Holiday activities and Food (HAF) programme

Fully funded provision for children and young people that are eligible for benefits-related free school meals.

The Holiday activities and Food (HAF) programme is running again during the winter holidays for children and young
people in South Glos.
Dates are generally between Monday 23 December 2024 and Friday 3 January 2025 but will vary by provider.

The HAF programme is for children and young people aged 5 to 16 who receive benefits-related free school
meals. Before booking funded HAF places, you need to have successfully applied for free school meals
at www.southglos.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals

Children receiving universal free school meals, automatically offered in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 without
needing to apply, do not qualify for funded HAF places unless they have completed a successful application.
Please follow these steps:

e Visit www.southglos.gov.uk/HAF for full information on the HAF programme and further support available to
families.

e Click on ‘book a space for your child now’ — this will take you directly to our booking platform with full
listings of all the available activities and clubs.

e You will need to register your child on this system unless they have previously attended a HAF programme-—
in which case you will already have an account, so you will simply need to book the dates.

e The system will run an eligibility check to ensure that your child is registered on our benefits-related free
school meals list. The list is kept up to date on a weekly basis, so it’s best to build in time to apply for benefits-
related free school meals ahead of booking HAF places.

e The booking system is mobile friendly so should be accessible to most families.

If you do not have online access, you will need to contact the HAF club provider directly to book places for you.

Cygnet course for parents of children with autism

On Friday 10 January 2025 @ 10am Turtle CYP start a new Cygnet parent support course in Bradley Stoke (Baileys
Court Activity Centre) and Thursday 16 January 2025 @ 7pm an online course. Specifically, for parents and carers of
autistic children and young people, it will run each week for 7 weeks and there is no charge.

Parents of autistic children face the usual positive and difficult challenges of parenting and quite a few more.
Attending Cygnet gives parents and carers an opportunity to develop their understanding of autism and look at
practical solutions to support their child.

It also provides the opportunity to meet other people in a similar position and hear about their experiences in an
informal, but supportive, atmosphere.

There are some criteria to attend;
e The child must be aged 5-18;
e They must have a formal diagnosis of Autism from a professional;
e They must live in South Gloucestershire and not attended a Cygnet course previously.

Parents and carers can book this using EEQU https://eequ.org/search-learning-experiences?q=Cygnet

For more information visit our web page: https://www.turtlecyp.co.uk/welcome-to-turtle-cyp/cygnet/



http://www.southglos.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/HAF
https://eequ.org/search-learning-experiences?q=Cygnet
https://www.turtlecyp.co.uk/welcome-to-turtle-cyp/cygnet/

Wake up Wednesday - safeguarding information from the National College
Snapchat has been available for almost 14 years now HQ It’s expanded plenty in that time — adding new

features, and with them, new risks ' Download & listen here >> ow.ly/kAFu50UfXYX

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

Dﬂvg Snapchat is @ messaging app which allows users to send imqges, videos and texts to
‘ others. Its best-known feature is that anything sent ‘disappears’ 24 hours after it's been
) viewed; however, users are known to take screenshots or use another device to obtain a R
photo of their screen. In 2023, Snapchat added a chatbot function called ‘My Al Y ! “I
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My Alis Snapchat's new chatbot, which replies to / ‘ Snapchat prioritises user engagement, with features
questions in a human-like manner. However, the ‘ i like streaks (messaging the same person every day to

software is still in its infancy and has significant build up a high score). The app also has sections
drawbacks, such as biased, incorrect or misleading called ‘Discover’ and ‘Spotlight’, which show tailored
responses. There have already been numerous reports content to each user. However, this could also be seen
of young users turning to Al for medical help and as an attempt to hook users into watching videos
diagnoses, which could be inaccurate and therefore - | I endlessly. Furthermore, constant notifications can lure
potentially dangerous. | people into using the app.
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Predators can exploit Snapchat’s disappearing b S % S s iz

messages by, for example, telling a user they have 'Som:_li’on(ent:nhsnuhpchat simply lsn‘t suitable

naked photos of them and will post them unless or children. The hashtags used to group content

they're paid. Snapchat’s own research found that 65% | dre determined by th.e p?ster. soevenan Inpocent

of teenagers had experienced this - on this app or search !’er‘m_could stl]l yield oge‘m?ppropnu!e resuits.
The app’s ‘disappearing messages’ feature also

thers. This likely isn‘t helped by ‘SnapM G
SR LS Y s NP JndpNepe. S makes it easy for young people to share explicit

feature which highlights your exact position in images on impulse - so sexting continues to be a risk
real-time. This is meant to help friends keep track of ge P 9
associated with Snapchat.

each other, but could be used for more sinister
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MYEVESONLY 'ﬁ!\J "~ ONLINE PRESSURES
r a Although many of Snapchat's filters are designed

Snapchat has a hidden photo vault called v to entertain or amuse, the 'beautify’ effects on

‘My Eyes Only". Teens can conceal sensitive photos photos can set ur ic body image exp: s
and videos from parents and carers in this folder, A " creating feelings of inadequacy in younger users.
which is protected by a PIN. You can check for this by Snapchat now also has ‘priority” notifications (which
clicking on the icon which looks like two playing cards. still get displayed even if a device is in ‘do not disturb’
This takes you to the ‘Memories’ folder which stores mode), increasing the pressure on users to log back in
photos, stories and the My Eyes Only folder. and interact.

o |

UTILISE PARENTAL CONTROLS

Snapchat’s ‘Family Centre’ lets you view the details of the child’s account - 4 Before you allow a child to download Snapchat, download it yourself
their friends list and who they‘ve spoken to in the last week ~ and report any == and familiarise yourself with the app. Snapchat has produced a
concerns. You must invite a child to the Family Centre for them to join. To keep the parents’ guide to the app to help you understand how it works and
child’s location hidden on the app, go into settings and turn on ‘Ghost Mode’ and any protections they have in place. A link for this can be found in the
‘Hide Live Location’, and ensure they know not to share their location with anyone. . sources below.

BLOCK AND REPORT ' "~ ENCOURAGE OPEN DISCUSSIONS

If a stranger does connect with a child on Snapchat and begins to make _Snapchat’s risks can be easier to handle if you nurture an open dialogue.

them feel uncomfortable through bullying, pressure to send explicit ¥ For example, discuss My Al's responses to questions and how reliable they are.
images or by sending sexual images to them, the child can tap the three dots Talk about scams and blackmail before letting children sign up. If they're lured into
on that person’s profile and report or block them. There are options to state why a scam, encourage them to tell you immediately. Talk openly and non-judgementally
they're reporting that user - such as annoying or malicious messages, spam or about sexting, emphasising its inherent risks. Furthermore, explain how popular
masquerading as someone else. ‘challenges’ on the platform can have harmful consequences.

Meet Our Expert

Dr Claire Sutherland is an online safety consultant, educator and .
researcher who has developed and implemented anti-bullying and cyber NGtIOhG'
safety policies for schools. She has written various academic papers and Colle e@)
carried out research for the Australian government comparing internet 9

use and sexting behaviour of young people in the UK, USA and Australia. W

Source: See full reference list on guide page at: https://nationalcollege.com/guides/snapchat-20

X @wake_up_weds 3 /wuwthenationalcollege

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 27.11.2024



http://ow.ly/kAFu50UfXYX

Learning at Charfield
Class of the Week Lunchtime Award

The teachers have voted and ) . . )
This year, the lunchtime award is being
persuaded, and Class of the week . o R
given to a group or individual who has

oesto...
& demonstrated all our school values.
Year 3 .
This week the award goes to . . .
Year 3 have been completing their phase 3 writing and EF Y1 for being so responsible and kind during

have shown great SPAG skills — there are lots of potential
authors. They have also been resilient in other activities.
Well done Year 3 —we are very proud of you!

lunchtime and helping Mrs Willcox and the kitchen by
scraping trays that other children had left.

Dojo/House points

Falcon Kestrel Merlin

725 799 805

Well done MERLIN!

Respect award

As part of our Anti-Bullying approach, we celebrate
children who have gone above beyond to show the | AW Y2 for showing great courage

schools values, particularly respect. LH Y1 for being super helpful and respectful

This week’s respect award goes to . . .

Butterfly class learning
For the last 2 weeks, our Maths learning has been centred around shape. We have totally relished the challenges and
ability to immerse ourselves in the unit that our new curriculum approach provides. We have: made tangrams, used
pattern blocks to create patterns and pictures, learnt what tetrominoes or pentominoes are (think tetris shapes but
with 4 or 5 squares!) and used cubes to build 3d model which would create a specific pentomino or tetronimo when
printed. We have learnt the names and properties of the common 2d and 3d shapes AND even built models with 3d
shapes- explaining which ones we used. We learnt that cylinders and spheres are great for rolling whilst cuboids and
cubes are great for stacking.




FRIENDS of Charfield School

FRIENDS DATES

Date Day Time Event

7 Dec 2024 Saturday 1lam-3pm Christmas Fayre & Tree sale
28 Jan 2025 Tuesday Drop off Rags to Riches collection

8 Feb 2025 Saturday TBC Silent Disco

Please save the date for our Christmas Tree Sale this year. We have a few volunteer slots to be filled, if
anyone is available to help please follow the link below. Thank you!!

https://volunteersignup.org/9773F

oS oF CHARFIELp SC

~CHRISTMAS "°°
TREE SALE

at Charfield Village Hall

SATURDAY 7TH DECEMBER

From 9 AM

All proceeds go to Charfield Primary School

Registered Charity No. 1041593



https://volunteersignup.org/9773F
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Community news
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SOUTH GLOUGESTERSHIRE GAPO
SUPPORT GROUP FOR GHILDREN
AND FAMILIES

Are you a family experiencing a
parent or family member in
prison or the criminal justice
system?

Come and join our friendly
group for some fun and games!
We offer a safe space to meet
new friends and enjoy a variety
of activities.

Sign up today!

For more information and
to book a space, please
contact:
capo@everyfamily.org.uk
0117 9593800




Cygnet

Autism

Support
Courses
for 2025

V' Free for parents or carers in South Gloucestershire
v/ whose children are aged 5-18
V' and have a formal autism diagnosis.

» Develop your understanding of
autism.

* Look at practical solutions to
support your child.

* Meet other parents in a similar
position.

* In a supportive atmosphere.

* Visit turtlecyp.co.uk

: o Y -——i‘L Funded by
South Gloucestershire South

Council Gloucestershire

Delivering for you Council

7 week courses in person or via Zoom.

* Bradley Stoke: Fri 10 Jan @10am
https://eegu.org/experience/11816
¢ Online: Thurs 16 Jan @ 7pm
hitps://eegu.org/experience/10064
Available to book now on EEQU - see
above links.

BARNARDOS T ﬁ

Turtle CYP is a registered charity, number 1104549.

AGES
5-12
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23RD DECEMBER
9AM - 3PM
CHIPPING SODBURY SCIIM(

BS37 6EW

To book a camp day, vrsrr
www.profor co.u
or contact us:

fo@profor

hil co.uk

or contact us:
/ info@proformance-coaching.co.uk

23RD DECEMBER

94M - 3PM
BLUE COAT PRIMARY
ScHooL
CLIZ 78D -

To book a camp day, visit:
www.proformance-coaching.co.uk
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Dates 2024-2025

DATE

06/01/2025

DAY

07/01/2025

START
TIME

END TIME

EVENT

INSET Day 3

Term 3 begins for children

09/01/2025 Thu 09:30 10:30 Open Day 5 - am (only)
09/01/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 2 Swimming Starts (6wks)
14/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6)
15/01/2025 Wed 18:00 19:00 Year 6 - SATs Parent Meeting
21/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Caterpillars (EYFS)
28/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4)
29/01/2025 Wed All Day Lunar New Year
29/01/2025 Wed 17:30 ‘ 18:30 Local Community Council meeting
03/02/2025 Mon All week Children's mental health week
04/02/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3)
07/02/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
11/02/2025 Tue All day Safer Internet day
12/02/2025 | Wed 12:00 | 13:15 Gold Lunch
13/02/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 2 Swimming Ends
14/02/2025 Fri Term 3 Ends
24/02/2025 Mon INSET Day 4
25/02/2025 Tue Term 4 begins for children
27/02/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Starts (6wks)
05/03/2025 Wed 15:30 17:30 Parents Evening 2 (early)
05/03/2025 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting
06/03/2025 Thu All day World Book Day
06/02/2025 Thu 16:30 | 19:30 Parents Evening 2 (late)
07/03/2025 Fri All week (10 days) British science week (7-16 Mar)
11/03/2025 Tue N/A N/A \ Photographer - Class & Leavers
17/03/2025 Mon All week (10 days) Neurodiversity week (18-24 Mar)
28/03/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
02/04/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
03/04/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Ends
04/04/2025 Fri Term 4 Ends
22/04/2025 Tue INSET Day 5
23/04/2025 Wed Term 5 begins for children
30/04/2025 Wed Local Community Council meeting
01/05/2025 Thu KS1 test period (throughout May)
01/05/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Grasshoppers (Y2)
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05/05/2025 Mon May Bank Holiday
08/05/2025 Thu Open Class - Dragonflies (Y5)
12/05/2025 Mon Year 6 SATs Week
15/05/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Butterflies (Y1)
16/05/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
20/05/2025 Tue All week Walk to school week (20th -25th)
20/05/2025 Tue 12:00 01:15 Gold Lunch
21/05/2025 Wed 10:30 12:00 Sports Day
21/05/2025 Wed 12:00 13:00 Sports Day Picnic
21/05/2025 Wed 13:30 15:00 Sports Day
23/05/2025 Fri Term 5 Ends
02/06/2025 Mon Term 6 Begins
02/06/2025 Mon Y4 Multiplication check period (2wks)
05/06/2025 Thu EYFS open class Caterpillars
09/06/2025 Mon Phonics Screening Week
11/06/2025 Wed 18:00 19:00 New Reception Parents Evening
12/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6)
16/06/2025 Mon All week Pride week
18/06/2025 Wed Reserve Sports Day
20/06/2025 Fri INSET Day 6
26/06/2025 Thu Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4)
28/06/2025 Sat CHARFUN
01/07/2025 Tue 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 1 + music parents
02/07/2025 Wed 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 2 + music parents
03/07/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3)
07/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 1
09/07/2025 Wed N/A N/A Moving Up Day
10/07/2025 Thu 09:00 10:00 Leavers Play dress rehearsal (to school)
11/07/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
11/07/2025 Fri N/A N/A Reports to Parents
14/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 2
14/07/2025 Mon 18:00 19:30 Leavers Play
16/07/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Leavers assembly (for school)
22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 6 Ends

11




