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Newsletter 12 29th November 2024 

CHARFIELD OPEN DAYS 
Is your child starting Primary School in September 2025?   

We are holding Open Days 9:30 – 10:30 & 1:30 – 2:30 
Come and see us in action! 

 *** Application deadlines for primary places is 15th January 2025*** 

Monday 25th November Revised date Monday 9tH December 

Contact us on 01454 260518 or charfield-school@cset.co.uk to book a place. 
 

See here for details of Primary School admissions in South Gloucestershire. 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

It has been an exciting end to the week thanks to the Friends non-uniform event 
and a hat competition amongst the staff. Thank you to all the families that were 
able to make a donation of chocolate or wine for the stalls at the Fayre next week.  
 

As reminder, the Fayre is from 11-3pm at the school, with the Christmas tree sale 
at the Village Hall from 9am. The event is shaping up to be one packed with 
exciting things so please do try to come along – it makes a great start to the 
Christmas season, so we hope to see you there! 
 

Next week will be the first Christmas event with a pantomime for the whole 
school. The children will see and hear the story of Dick Whittington. Thank you to 
Friends for funding this and Miss Henwood for arranging it.  
 

Kind regards, 
Mrs Willcox, Head teacher 

What’s happening next week? 

● Mon 2nd – Pantomime (in school) – funded by Friends 

● Tues 3rd – Open class – Butterflies (Year 1) 

● Wed 4th – Local Community Council meeting 

● Sat 7th – Christmas Fayre & Tree Sale  
Advanced warning 

● Mon 9th – rescheduled open day for prospective families 
Term 2 School Value: 

http://www.charfieldschool.org.uk/
mailto:charfield-school@cset.co.uk
https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page;jsessionid=833F25B166A48BDE00BC23944DFA5317?id=GLu6GUIMkpw&familychannel=2-2&channel=family
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Moving to Charfield - Success Story 

Changing schools can be a challenge for children, particularly when moving from a small school to a bigger one. 
Whilst most of us would not think of Charfield as a big school, it certainly felt that way to two of our new pupils. 
 

Each year the Local Community Council reaches out to parents of children who have joined us from other schools to 
find out why they chose Charfield. This year I spoke to Claire Pennell, whose two children joined us from 
Rangeworthy primary school at the beginning of the year. 
 

Claire explained that she knew of Charfield from the work that Mrs Willcox had done covering for the Head at 
Rangeworthy. Having had very positive conversations with Mrs Willcox, she was impressed with her understanding of 
the individual needs of the children in the school. 
 

Claire looked at other schools but none of the others demonstrated the same commitment to individual needs and 
this sealed the deal for the move. She praised our teachers and teaching assistants for their approachability and the 
effort taken to help both children settle into Charfield. 
 

Communication is always important to parents and the Dojo app is the most popular source, although Claire along 
with others, mentioned that there is a lot in there and she worried about missing something. She has found that 
being able to make direct contact through the app is working well. 
 

What do our new pupils think? After a little time to adjust and settle into a bigger school, they are both very happy 
to have moved to Charfield. They really enjoy the outdoor space and other facilities the school has to offer. Having 
access to clubs have been a hit, although juggling pick-ups for two children with after school clubs can be a challenge 
for Mum. 
 

Being happy in their environment is being reflected in their individual progress and learning. Claire finished by saying 
that the move to Charfield had been “such a positive experience” and thanked everyone involved. 
 

In the LCC we already know that Charfield is a great school, with facilities that others are not so lucky to have access 
to, and our teachers and staff are some of the best out there. It is of course always lovely to hear this from others, 
thank you to Claire for making the time to speak to me and wishing both children the very best for their time 
at Charfield. 
 

If you have any suggestions about how we can better engage with you as parents and carers, please drop us a 
message at charfieldlcc@cset.co.uk. 
 

Dawn Wright, Charfield Local Community Council. 

 
 

Progressive sport links to sign up for 
their after-school clubs in Term 3 
 
KS2 Football Club 
KS1 Gymnastics Club 
KS1 Football Club 
 

 
 
 
  

 

● Thurs 12th – Christmas lunch + Christmas jumpers 

● Gold assembly 

https://proformance-coaching.co.uk/sports/charfield-primary-school/ks2-after-school-clubs-year-3-year-6/ks2-football-club/
https://proformance-coaching.co.uk/sports/charfield-primary-school/ks1-after-school-clubs-reception-year-2/ks1-gymnastics-club/
https://proformance-coaching.co.uk/sports/charfield-primary-school/ks1-after-school-clubs-reception-year-2/ks1-football-club/
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Holiday activities and Food (HAF) programme 

Fully funded provision for children and young people that are eligible for benefits-related free school meals. 
 

The Holiday activities and Food (HAF) programme is running again during the winter holidays for children and young 
people in South Glos. 
Dates are generally between Monday 23 December 2024 and Friday 3 January 2025 but will vary by provider. 
 

The HAF programme is for children and young people aged 5 to 16 who receive benefits-related free school 
meals. Before booking funded HAF places, you need to have successfully applied for free school meals 
at www.southglos.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals 
 

Children receiving universal free school meals, automatically offered in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 without 
needing to apply, do not qualify for funded HAF places unless they have completed a successful application. 
Please follow these steps: 

 Visit www.southglos.gov.uk/HAF for full information on the HAF programme and further support available to 
families. 

 Click on ‘book a space for your child now’ – this will take you directly to our booking platform with full 
listings of all the available activities and clubs. 

 You will need to register your child on this system unless they have previously attended a HAF programme– 
in which case you will already have an account, so you will simply need to book the dates. 

 The system will run an eligibility check to ensure that your child is registered on our benefits-related free 
school meals list. The list is kept up to date on a weekly basis, so it’s best to build in time to apply for benefits-
related free school meals ahead of booking HAF places. 

 The booking system is mobile friendly so should be accessible to most families. 
If you do not have online access, you will need to contact the HAF club provider directly to book places for you. 

 

Cygnet course for parents of children with autism 

On Friday 10 January 2025 @ 10am Turtle CYP start a new Cygnet parent support course in Bradley Stoke (Baileys 
Court Activity Centre) and Thursday 16 January 2025 @ 7pm an online course. Specifically, for parents and carers of 
autistic children and young people, it will run each week for 7 weeks and there is no charge.  
 

Parents of autistic children face the usual positive and difficult challenges of parenting and quite a few more. 
Attending Cygnet gives parents and carers an opportunity to develop their understanding of autism and look at 
practical solutions to support their child.  
  

It also provides the opportunity to meet other people in a similar position and hear about their experiences in an 
informal, but supportive, atmosphere.  
 

There are some criteria to attend;  
 The child must be aged 5-18;  
 They must have a formal diagnosis of Autism from a professional;  
 They must live in South Gloucestershire and not attended a Cygnet course previously.  

 

Parents and carers can book this using EEQU https://eequ.org/search-learning-experiences?q=Cygnet  
 

For more information visit our web page: https://www.turtlecyp.co.uk/welcome-to-turtle-cyp/cygnet/  

 
  

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/HAF
https://eequ.org/search-learning-experiences?q=Cygnet
https://www.turtlecyp.co.uk/welcome-to-turtle-cyp/cygnet/
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Wake up Wednesday – safeguarding information from the National College 

Snapchat has been available for almost 14 years now  It’s expanded plenty in that time – adding new 

features, and with them, new risks     Download & listen here >> ow.ly/kAFu50UfXYX 

 

http://ow.ly/kAFu50UfXYX
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Learning at Charfield 
Class of the Week Lunchtime Award 

 

The teachers have voted and 

persuaded, and Class of the week 

goes to . . . 

Year 3 

 

 

This year, the lunchtime award is being 

given to a group or individual who has 

demonstrated all our school values. 

This week the award goes to . . .  

Year 3 have been completing their phase 3 writing and 
have shown great SPAG skills – there are lots of potential 
authors. They have also been resilient in other activities. 

Well done Year 3 – we are very proud of you! 

EF Y1 for being so responsible and kind during 

lunchtime and helping Mrs Willcox and the kitchen by 

scraping trays that other children had left. 

 

Dojo/House points 

 

Falcon Kestrel Merlin 

725 799 805 
 

Well done MERLIN! 

 

Respect award 

As part of our Anti-Bullying approach, we celebrate 

children who have gone above beyond to show the 

schools values, particularly respect. 

This week’s respect award goes to . . .   

AW Y2 for showing great courage 
LH Y1 for being super helpful and respectful 

 

 

Butterfly class learning 
For the last 2 weeks, our Maths learning has been centred around shape.  We have totally relished the challenges and 
ability to immerse ourselves in the unit that our new curriculum approach provides.  We have: made tangrams, used 
pattern blocks to create patterns and pictures, learnt what tetrominoes or pentominoes are (think tetris shapes but 
with 4 or 5 squares!) and used cubes to build 3d model which would create a specific pentomino or tetronimo when 
printed.  We have learnt the names and properties of the common 2d and 3d shapes AND even built models with 3d 
shapes- explaining which ones we used. We learnt that cylinders and spheres are great for rolling whilst cuboids and 
cubes are great for stacking. 
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FRIENDS of Charfield School 
 
FRIENDS DATES  
 

Date Day Time Event 
7 Dec 2024 Saturday 11am-3pm Christmas Fayre & Tree sale 

28 Jan 2025 Tuesday Drop off Rags to Riches collection 

8 Feb 2025 Saturday TBC Silent Disco 

 
 

Please save the date for our Christmas Tree Sale this year. We have a few volunteer slots to be filled, if 
anyone is available to help please follow the link below. Thank you!! 

 
https://volunteersignup.org/9773F 

 
 

 
 

https://volunteersignup.org/9773F
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Dates 2024-2025 

DATE DAY 
START 

TIME 
END TIME EVENT 

03/12/2024 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Butterflies (Y1) 

04/12/2024 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting 

07/12/2024 Sat N/A N/A Christmas Fayre & tree sale 

12/12/2024 Thu 11:30 13:30 Christmas Lunch + jumpers - Children 

13/12/2024 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

16/12/2024 Mon 09:30 10:30 KS1 Nativity dress rehersal (to school) 

17/12/2024 Tue 09:30 10:30 KS1 Nativity 1  

17/12/2024 Tue 14:00 15:00 KS1 Nativity 2 

18/12/2024 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 

19/12/2024 Thu 09:30 10:30 KS2 - Christmas Extravaganza rehearsal 

19/12/2024 Thu N/A N/A KS1 Christmas Parties 

20/12/2024 Fri 09:30 10:30 KS2 - Christmas Extravaganza 

20/12/2024 Fri 14:00 15:00 KS2 - Christmas Extravaganza 

20/12/2024 Fri N/A N/A Term 2 Ends 

06/01/2025 Mon N/A N/A INSET Day 3 

07/01/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 3 begins for children 

09/01/2025 Thu 09:30 10:30 Open Day 5 - am (only) 

09/01/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 2 Swimming Starts (6wks) 

14/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6) 

15/01/2025 Wed 18:00 19:00 Year 6 - SATs Parent Meeting  

21/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Caterpillars (EYFS) 

28/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4) 

29/01/2025 Wed All Day Lunar New Year 

29/01/2025 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting 

03/02/2025 Mon All week Children's mental health week 

04/02/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3) 

07/02/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

11/02/2025 Tue All day Safer Internet day 

12/02/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 

13/02/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 2 Swimming Ends 

14/02/2025 Fri N/A N/A Term 3 Ends 

24/02/2025 Mon N/A N/A INSET Day 4 

25/02/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 4 begins for children 

27/02/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Starts (6wks) 

05/03/2025 Wed 15:30 17:30 Parents Evening 2 (early) 

05/03/2025 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting 

06/03/2025 Thu All day World Book Day 

06/02/2025 Thu 16:30 19:30 Parents Evening 2 (late) 

07/03/2025 Fri All week (10 days) British science week (7-16 Mar) 

11/03/2025 Tue N/A N/A Photographer - Class & Leavers 

17/03/2025 Mon All week (10 days) Neurodiversity week (18-24 Mar) 

28/03/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

02/04/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 

03/04/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Ends 

04/04/2025 Fri N/A N/A Term 4 Ends 

22/04/2025 Tue N/A N/A INSET Day 5 

23/04/2025 Wed N/A N/A Term 5 begins for children 

30/04/2025 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting 

01/05/2025 Thu N/A N/A KS1 test period (throughout May) 

01/05/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Grasshoppers (Y2) 
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05/05/2025 Mon N/A N/A May Bank Holiday 

08/05/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Dragonflies (Y5) 

12/05/2025 Mon N/A N/A Year 6 SATs Week 

15/05/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Butterflies (Y1) 

16/05/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

20/05/2025 Tue All week Walk to school week (20th -25th) 

20/05/2025 Tue 12:00 01:15 Gold Lunch 

21/05/2025 Wed 10:30 12:00 Sports Day 

21/05/2025 Wed 12:00 13:00 Sports Day Picnic 

21/05/2025 Wed 13:30 15:00 Sports Day 

23/05/2025 Fri N/A N/A Term 5 Ends 

02/06/2025 Mon N/A N/A Term 6 Begins 

02/06/2025 Mon N/A N/A Y4 Multiplication check period (2wks) 

05/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 EYFS open class Caterpillars 

09/06/2025 Mon N/A N/A Phonics Screening Week 

11/06/2025 Wed 18:00 19:00 New Reception Parents Evening 

12/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6) 

16/06/2025 Mon All week Pride week 

18/06/2025 Wed N/A N/A Reserve Sports Day 

20/06/2025 Fri N/A N/A INSET Day 6 

26/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4) 

28/06/2025 Sat N/A N/A CHARFUN 

01/07/2025 Tue 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 1 + music parents 

02/07/2025 Wed 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 2 + music parents 

03/07/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3) 

07/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 1 

09/07/2025 Wed N/A N/A Moving Up Day 

10/07/2025 Thu 09:00 10:00 Leavers Play dress rehearsal (to school) 

11/07/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

11/07/2025 Fri N/A N/A Reports to Parents 

14/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 2 

14/07/2025 Mon 18:00 19:30 Leavers Play 

16/07/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 

22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Leavers assembly (for school) 

22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 6 Ends 
 


