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Dear families,

We know that supporting our children to develop skills to promote positive mental health is an essential life skill. We
started the week considering the importance of belonging and considered the feelings we experience when we feel like
we belong, alongside the feelings we experience if we don’t feel like we belong. We discussed how we make people
feel welcome in our school and the small acts of kindness we can show that make a big difference, for example a smile
on the playground, inviting someone who is on their own to play with us or asking a friend if they need any support.
You may wish to explore more of the resources at home:
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/families/#family

Lunar New Year begins on Tuesday 17th February
2026. Today the children in Y4 and EYFS had a
wonderful time learning more about this from
Chloe’s mum, Amy, who every year offers us
something exciting and informative. This year’s
treat was traditional dress and DRAGON DANCING!
The children followed Amy’s moves, carefully
navigating the poles and each other! They had a
wonderful time - A big THANK YOU from us all and
please come back again next year!

FTERK

Children have enjoyed developing their DT skills this week, there have been classes making bread, building bug hotels
and creating sustainable shelters to name just a few!

It was lovely to welcome families from Beetle class in for their assembly this week. The year 3 team worked so well as a
team to plan and deliver their assembly.

Wishing you all a lovely half term break, let’s hope the rain stops and we get to enjoy some sunshine - although the
weather app does mention snow! Monday 23rd February is an INSET day, we look forward to welcoming the children
back on Tuesday 24th February.

Mrs Engley
Head teacher



http://www.charfieldschool.org.uk/
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/families/#family

Class of the Week

The teachers have voted and persuaded, and class of the week goes to...

6" February — Reception class - For sensible walking to and from the church.

13t February — Year 1 for excellent concentration when making their puppets.

World Book Day

World Book Day 2026 is on Thursday 5th March. We support the charity World Book Day in its mission to inspire
every child to enjoy the life-changing benefits of reading for fun. The charity champions reading for fun because it
seriously improves lives! In fact, it’s the biggest indicator that a child will grow up to enjoy a happier and more
successful future. Today, only one in three children like to read.

Alongside reading activities happening throughout the day, we are dressing up for World Book Day! What does your
child like to read? Wear a small clue or a whole costume of their favourite book character.

We know that not everyone enjoys dressing up- children are welcome to come to school in the clothes they find
comfiest to read in, or their pyjamas.
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Our Local Community Council

On Wednesday 4th February | was one of twelve parents invited to watch our children perform in a special music
assembly for those who have music lessons at our school.

The assembly showcased the musical achievements of children across the school and | wanted to write a piece for the
school newsletter in my role as a parent councillor to congratulate all those involved. There was obviously a huge
amount of practice and hard work put in by those performing and we were treated to piano and guitar recitals. Some
of the children had only been learning their instrument since the beginning of this academic year!

One of our roles as the school council is to ensure the school values are embedded into everything the children do at
school and | thought this assembly was an excellent example of that. The performers showed enthusiasm for learning
their chosen instrument as well as resilience in practice and courage to perform to the school and parents. The
children watching were incredibly respectful to their peers listening well and celebrating their success.

| wanted to say a huge well done to all the children, both performers and audience and thank you to Mr Beale for
organising the assembly.

Laura Lewis, Local Community Councillor




News from the running track

This year, we were delighted to invite the KS2 children to represent Charfield at the Dursley and Wotton Cross
Country League. The soggy season began back in October with lots of children, along with their grown ups, braving
the cold, rain and mud to take part in this exciting (and exhausting!) event. The races are split into juniors and seniors
for both boys and girls and Charfield were represented in all categories - which was brilliant, considering the size of
our school. The children wear timed bibs and their scores are recorded each race, to feed into a huuuuuuuuuge
spreadsheet which we kept an avid watch on across the months.

An enormous congratulations to all of the children who represented our school so fantastically, and challenged
themselves each race - as one mum put it, 'They ran with their hearts as well as their legs!’

Our team this year included:
Eva B, Imogen C, Bonnie W, Rees C, Leo G, Sofia F, Ella J, Emma T, Charlie L, Parker S, Arthur H, Lawson H, Harry J &
Alex C.

We are very proud of all of you - THANK YOU for all of your efforts this season. We hope the Year 3, 4 and 5 children
will represent us again next year.

A couple of extra special mentions...

The senior boys - Charlie L, Parker S, Arthur H, Lawson H, Harry J & Alex C, competed as Year 5s, up against many
experienced Year 6 runners, and managed to accumulate enough points to secure 3rd place in the large schools
category. WOW! They have their sights set firmly on 1st place for next year and we love their ambition. They truly did
work as a team and their support for each other was incredible. Thank you for sharing your success and for the
gorgeous trophy we've added to the trophy cabinet!

Harry was a bit of a secret talent and WON every one of the four races this
season, we had no idea we had such a spectacular athlete hidden in our team -
but he was as humble as ever each Monday on his return to school. What a
champ!

Alex - who also put in some truly stellar performances, qualifies alongside
Harry to represent the district in the Gloucestershire County Championships in
March. Well done boys and lots of luck from us all at Charfield!

Thank you to the families who supported their young people, encouraged
along the way and washed all of their muddy kits too! Hope to see you back

next year!

Mrs Milmine




Pre-planning consultation for school development — Postponed

This event has been cancelled - we will confirm the new date as soon as it has been set. Thank you.

We have been working with the Local Authority and developers across this term regarding the plans for the school
expansion to be a two form Primary. There will be a pre-planning consultation community drop in event - Date TBC
this will be an opportunity for the community to drop in and ask questions about the project and the proposed design
prior to the planning application. It will be attended by the Local Authority and the contractor design team.

Parenting and family support

Family Lives website offers an online and innovative ‘Parents Together Programme’. You can work through six
interactive blocks filled with helpful techniques and ideas designed to help you become a more confident parent.
https://www.familylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/online-parenting-courses

The NSPCC website contains parenting tips for all stages of a child's life, as well as advice on how to deal with difficult
situations, including how to manage tantrums, and dealing with separation and divorce.
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/?utm old=supportparents

Action for Children’s website contains expert advice on topics such as child's development, behaviour and emotional
wellbeing. https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/how-we-can-help/get-parenting-support/

Free School Meals

If your child is in receipt of free school meals you will receive your voucher to use over the half term break in the next
couple of weeks.

We are aware that family circumstances can change at any time so we keep this item in our newsletter.

If you’re on a qualifying benefit, applying for free school meals makes sense for
your child, your finances and your school! You could be one of thousands of
families across South Gloucestershire missing out on saving over £400 each year,
per child.

Find out now if your
family qualifies for
free school meals.

You will also be helping our school, as we get extra funding that’s called Pupil
Premium Funding, to improve educational outcomes.

Applying is a simple process and will only take a couple of minutes.

This flyer explains more about applying for benefits-related free school meals and the extra help it offers your child
and family. Or visit www.southglos.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals



https://www.familylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/online-parenting-courses
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/?utm_old=supportparents
https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/how-we-can-help/get-parenting-support/
https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/southglos/directory/files/4307_free_school_meals_a5_flyer_final_-_web.pdf
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals

DATE | bpay | 3TART | END EVENT
TIME TIME
17/2/2026 Tue Lunar New Year
23/2/2026 Mon INSET Day 4
24/2/2026 Tue Term 4 begins for children
3/3/2026 Tue N/A N/A Photographer - Class & Leavers
5/3/2026 Thu All day World Book Day
06/03/2026 Fri All week (10 days) British science week (6-15 Mar)
23/03/2026 Mon All week Year 4 swimming
24/3/2026 Tue 16:00 19:00 Parents Evening 2 (late)
26/03/26 Thurs 15:30 17:30 Parents Evening 2 (early)
17/03/2026 Tue All week (10 days) Neurodiversity week (17-23 Mar)
27/3/2026 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
1/4/2026 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
2/4/2026 Thu Term 4 Ends
20/4/2026 Mon Term 5 begins for children
6/5/2026 Wed Class assembly and Open Class - Grasshoppers (Y2)
4/5/2026 Mon May Bank Holiday
11/5/2026 Mon Year 6 SATs Week
15/5/2026 Fri Gold assembly
20/5/2026 Wed Class assembly and Open Class - Dragonflies (Y5)
18/5/2026 Mon Walk to school week (18th -22nd)
20/5/2026 Wed Gold Lunch
21/5/2026 Thu Infant Sports Day
21/5/2026 Thu Sports Day Picnic
21/5/2026 Thu Junior Sports Day
22/5/2026 Fri Term 5 Ends
1/6/2026 Mon INSET DAY 5
2/6/2026 Tues Term 6 begins for children
1/6/2026 Mon Y4 Multiplication check period (2wks)
3/6/2026 Wed Class assembly and open class Butterflies (Y1)
8/6/2026 Mon Phonics Screening Week
10/6/2026 Wed 17:30 18:30 New Reception Parents Evening
10/6/2026 Wed 14:45 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6)
15/6/2026 Mon All week Pride week
18/6/2026 Thu N/A N/A ‘ Reserve Sports Day
22/6/2026 Mon All week Year 5 swimming
24/6/2026 Wed 14:45 | 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4)
29/6/2026 Mon All week Year 6 swimming
TBC TBC N/A N/A ‘ CHARFUN
TBC TBC 9:00 9:30 Music Assembly 1 + music parents
TBC TBC 9:00 9:30 Music Assembly 2 + music parents
1/7/12026 Wed 14:45 15:45 Class assembly and Open Class - Beetles (Y3)
8/7/2026 Wed 14:45 15:45 ssembly and Open Class - Caterpillars (EYFS) New EYFS pupils
9/7/2026 Thu N/A N/A ‘ Moving Up Day
10/7/2026 Fri 9:00 10:00 Leavers Play dress rehearsal (to school)
10/7/2026 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
10/7/2026 Fri N/A N/A ‘ Reports to Parents
13/7/2026 Mon 18:00 19:30 Leavers Play
15/7/2026 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
20/07/2026 Mon N/A N/A ‘ Leavers assembly (for school)
21/7/2026 Tue N/A N/A Term 6 Ends




2026-2027 Term Dates

CSET Trust has set the term dates for 2026/27. Please note there is a slight difference to South Gloucestershire set
dates for the first day of term 1 and last day of term 6.

Term 1 - Thu 3 Sep — Fri 23 Oct 2026

Term 2 - Mon 2 Nov 2026 — Fri 18 Dec 2026
Term 3 - Mon 4 Jan 2027 — Fri 12 Feb 2027
Term 4 - Mon 22 Feb 2027 — Thu 25 Mar 2027
Term 5- Mon 12 Apr 2027 — Fri 28 May 2027
Term 6 - Mon 7 Jun 2027 — Fri 23 Jul 2027

The 3rd September will be an INSET for all schools, other INSET days to be confirmed in the new year.




