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Newsletter 6 11th October 2024 

CHARFIELD OPEN DAYS 
Is your child starting Primary School in September 2025?   

We are holding Open Days 9:30 – 10:30 & 1:30 – 2:30 
Come and see us in action! 

 *** Application deadlines for primary places is 15th January 2025*** 

Tuesday 15th October 
Wednesday 6th November 

Friday 22nd November 
Monday 25th November 

Contact us on 01454 260518 or charfield-school@cset.co.uk to book a place. 
 

See here for details of Primary School admissions in South Gloucestershire. 
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Dear Parents and carers, 
 

What a wet week it has been, apart from today which has been glorious! The children 
have been brilliant outside throughout the week and very sensible given the temptation 
of such big puddles. 
 

We started the week with my whole school assembly in which I talked to the children 
about world mental health day. This means thinking about how we think, feel and act. 
I spoke about big feelings, which everyone has at times, and ways to help ourselves 
when we experience these. We also talked about how feelings come and go and are a 
normal part of life. 
 

Next week is parent/carer meetings and we are looking forward to seeing all our 
families at either meeting on these evenings or at alternatives times agreed with the 
class teacher. If you have not yet booked onto a meeting, it is not too late and this can 
be done via the school cloud site: https://charfield.schoolcloud.co.uk/ 

See newsletter 4 for full details of this. 
 

Kind regards,  
          Mrs Willcox, Head teacher Term 1 School Value: 

 

What’s happening next week? 

● Tues 15th – Open day for prospective families 
● Tues 16th – 3.30-5.30 parent/carer evening 1 
● Wed 16th – 4.30-7.30 parent/carer evening 2 
● Fri 18th – Gold assembly 
Advanced warning 

● Tuesday 22nd – Friends Rag2Riches collection 
● Fri 25th – Last day of Term 1 

http://www.charfieldschool.org.uk/
mailto:charfield-school@cset.co.uk
https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page;jsessionid=833F25B166A48BDE00BC23944DFA5317?id=GLu6GUIMkpw&familychannel=2-2&channel=family
https://charfield.schoolcloud.co.uk/
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Healthy lunchboxes and snacks 

As part of our work as a ‘Healthy School’ it is important that we share information about healthy eating including 
snacks. 
 

Unfortunately, since we have returned to school, we have seen an increase in children bringing snacks which 
contain large amounts of sugar and/or fats such as chocolate biscuits and cakes. 
 

As a school, we encourage parents & carers to send children with a healthy snack. There is not a definitive list for 
this, but it does not include chocolate or similar sweet treats although these are fine included in lunchboxes as part 
of a balanced packed lunch. 
 

As part of our Jigsaw learning we talk with the children about healthy snacks and fruit/vegetables are available 
thanks to the South Glos fruit and veg scheme. 
 

All school meals are carefully planned to meet healthy eating guidelines and there is lots of information on healthy 
choices for families who choose a packed lunch on the Change4Life website here: 
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes  
 

There is also lots of information about healthy snacks for break time. The NHS recommends that these are limited to 
two a day and to around 100 calories per snack. 
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts/healthier-snacks-for-kids  
 

Please can you support the school by sending your child with a healthy snack. Thank you. 

 

Mathematics at Charfield 

When you look at books next week, you may notice a change in the way the children explore and learn mathematics.  
 

This year we have adopted two research informed approaches with the 
support of the local Maths Hub and the NCETM (National Centre for 
Excellence in Teaching of Mathematics   
 

The two approaches are Teaching for Mastery (used from Year 1 – Year 6) and 
Mastering Number (used in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2). Both approaches 
encompass the ‘Five Big Ideas of mastery’ which themselves are informed by 
research evidence and classroom experience (from across the globe). 
 

The ultimate purpose of focusing on a mastery approach in this way is to aim for the deep and deepest levels of 
mathematical understanding. A mathematical concept or skill that can be considered to be mastered when a child 
can show it in different ways, use mathematical language to explain their ideas and independently apply the concept 
to new problems in unfamiliar situations. 
 

The approaches make clear that mastery is a journey and long-term goal, achieved through exploration, clarification, 
practice and application. At each stage of learning children should be able to demonstrate a deep, conceptual 
understanding of the topic and be able to build on this over time. 
 

These approaches align with national curriculum for aims for mathematics which aim to ensure that all pupils: 

 become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied and frequent practice with 
increasingly complex problems over time, so that pupils develop conceptual understanding and the ability to 
recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately 

 reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships and generalisations, and 
developing an argument, justification or proof using mathematical language 

 can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non-routine problems with 
increasing sophistication, including breaking down problems into a series of simpler steps and persevering in 
seeking solutions. 

 

What this means is that children are experiencing more opportunities to explore maths and fundamentals of 
calculation through guided teaching, rather than doing pages of ‘sums. It also means that we are focusing on children 
becoming more automatic in their recall and providing challenge by engaging them in higher order thinking activities 
instead of accelerating through the curriculum. 
 

I will share more information about the approach in future newsletters and a parent carer meeting later in the year. 
 

Mrs Willcox, Acting Maths Lead 

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts/healthier-snacks-for-kids
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Wake up Wednesday – safeguarding information from the National College 

Remember, remember …  5 November is approaching fast, but of course fire safety isn’t only important on 

Bonfire Night.  

Download here >> ow.ly/M0yF50THEhcListen here >> ow.ly/uOrv50THEhh 

 

http://ow.ly/M0yF50THEhc
http://ow.ly/uOrv50THEhh
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Learning at Charfield 
 

Class of the Week Lunchtime award 

 

The teachers have voted and 

persuaded and Class of the 

week goes to . . . 

Year 3 

 

 

This year, the lunchtime award is being 

given to a group or individual who has 

demonstrated all our school values. 

This week the award goes to . . .  

For their conscientious approach to the learning in their 
books. We have been really impressed! 

MG Y5 for representing all our values at playtimes, 

being respectful to peers and staff, being super kind 

and helping others throughout the week and generally 

being an asset to the lunchtime staff. Thank you! 
 

Dojo/House points 

 

Falcon Kestrel Merlin 

610 597 602 
 

Well done FALCON! 

 

Respect award 

As part of our Anti-Bullying approach, we celebrate 

children who have gone above beyond to show the 

schools values, particularly respect. 

This week’s respect award goes to . . .   

Unfortunately, Mrs Baker is unwell and was 
not able talk to the anti-bullying ambassadors 
for their nominations this week – the Respect 
award will return next week.  

 
 

Beetle class learning . . . 

This week, in Year 3 we have been further developing upon our history learning by exploring the life and work of 

Maria Sibylla Merian, a pioneering artist and naturalist known for her detailed illustrations of plants, insects and 

specifically the process of metamorphosis. Inspired by her remarkable journey and contributions to science, the 

children created their own sketches reflecting one of her famous pieces. 

These pieces of artwork not only showcase their creativity but also deepen their appreciation for the natural world, 

much like Merian did centuries ago. Well done Year 3, you have all produced some fabulous artwork. 
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FRIENDS of Charfield School 
 
FRIENDS DATES – LOTS more to follow in next week’s newsletter! 
 

Date Day Time Event 
22 Oct 2024 Tues Drop off Rags to Riches collection 

28 Jan 2025 Tues Drop off Rags to Riches collection 
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Community news 
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Dates 2024-2025 
DATE DAY START TIME END TIME EVENT 

15/10/2024 Tue 09:30 10:30 Open Day 1 - am 

15/10/2024 Tue 13:30 14:30 Open Day 1 - pm 

15/10/2024 Tue 15:30 17:30 Parents Evening 1 (early) 

16/10/2024 Wed 16:30 19:30 Parents Evening 1 (late) 

18/10/2024 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

23/10/2024 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 

25/10/2024 Fri N/A N/A Term 1 ends 

04/11/2024 Mon N/A N/A INSET Day 2 

05/11/2024 Tue N/A N/A Term 2 begins for children 
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06/11/2024 Wed 09:30 10:30 Open Day 2 - am 

06/11/2024 Wed 13:30 14:30 Open Day 2 - pm 

11/11/2024 Mon N/A N/A Y6 Residential Trip Starts  

11/11/2024 Mon All week Anti-bullying week 

11/11/2024 Mon N/A N/A Remembrance day in school 

13/11/2024 Wed N/A N/A World Kindness Day 

15/11/2024 Fri 16:15 16:45 Y6 Residential Trip Ends 

17/11/2024 Sun All week Road safety week 

19/11/2024 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Grasshoppers (Y2) 

22/11/2024 Fri 09:30 10:30 Open Day 3 - am 

22/11/2024 Fri 13:30 14:30 Open Day 3 - pm 

25/11/2024 Mon 09:30 10:30 Open Day 4 - am 

25/11/2024 Mon 13:30 14:30 Open Day 4 - pm 

26/11/2024 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Dragonflies (Y5) 

27/11/2024 Wed 18:00 19:00 Y5 Parents meeting 1 - Y6 Residential 

03/12/2024 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Butterflies (Y1) 

04/12/2024 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting 

07/12/2024 Sat N/A N/A Christmas Fayre & tree sale 

12/12/2024 Thu 11:30 13:30 Christmas Lunch + jumpers - Children 

13/12/2024 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

16/12/2024 Mon 09:30 10:30 KS1 Nativity dress rehersal (to school) 

17/12/2024 Tue 09:30 10:30 KS1 Nativity 1  

17/12/2024 Tue 14:00 15:00 KS1 Nativity 2 

18/12/2024 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 

19/12/2024 Thu 09:30 10:30 KS2 - Christmas Extravaganza rehearsal 

19/12/2024 Thu N/A N/A KS1 Christmas Parties 

20/12/2024 Fri 09:30 10:30 KS2 - Christmas Extravaganza 

20/12/2024 Fri 14:00 15:00 KS2 - Christmas Extravaganza 

20/12/2024 Fri N/A N/A Term 2 Ends 

06/01/2025 Mon N/A N/A INSET Day 3 

07/01/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 3 begins for children 

09/01/2025 Thu 09:30 10:30 Open Day 5 - am (only) 

09/01/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 2 Swimming Starts (6wks) 

14/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6) 

15/01/2025 Wed 18:00 19:00 Year 6 - SATs Parent Meeting  

21/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Caterpillars (EYFS) 

28/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4) 

29/01/2025 Wed All Day Lunar New Year 

29/01/2025 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting 

03/02/2025 Mon All week Children's mental health week 

04/02/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3) 

07/02/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

11/02/2025 Tue All day Safer Internet day 

12/02/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 

13/02/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 2 Swimming Ends 

14/02/2025 Fri N/A N/A Term 3 Ends 

24/02/2025 Mon N/A N/A INSET Day 4 

25/02/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 4 begins for children 

27/02/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Starts (6wks) 

05/03/2025 Wed 15:30 17:30 Parents Evening 2 (early) 

05/03/2025 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting 

06/03/2025 Thu All day World Book Day 

06/02/2025 Thu 16:30 19:30 Parents Evening 2 (late) 

07/03/2025 Fri All week (10 days) British science week (7-16 Mar) 
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11/03/2025 Tue N/A N/A Photographer - Class & Leavers 

17/03/2025 Mon All week (10 days) Neurodiversity week (18-24 Mar) 

28/03/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

02/04/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 

03/04/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Ends 

04/04/2025 Fri N/A N/A Term 4 Ends 

22/04/2025 Tue N/A N/A INSET Day 5 

23/04/2025 Wed N/A N/A Term 5 begins for children 

30/04/2025 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting 

01/05/2025 Thu N/A N/A KS1 test period (throughout May) 

01/05/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Grasshoppers (Y2) 

05/05/2025 Mon N/A N/A May Bank Holiday 

08/05/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Dragonflies (Y5) 

12/05/2025 Mon N/A N/A Year 6 SATs Week 

15/05/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Butterflies (Y1) 

16/05/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

20/05/2025 Tue All week Walk to school week (20th -25th) 

20/05/2025 Tue 12:00 01:15 Gold Lunch 

21/05/2025 Wed 10:30 12:00 Sports Day 

21/05/2025 Wed 12:00 13:00 Sports Day Picnic 

21/05/2025 Wed 13:30 15:00 Sports Day 

23/05/2025 Fri N/A N/A Term 5 Ends 

02/06/2025 Mon N/A N/A Term 6 Begins 

02/06/2025 Mon N/A N/A Y4 Multiplication check period (2wks) 

05/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 EYFS open class Caterpillars 

09/06/2025 Mon N/A N/A Phonics Screening Week 

11/06/2025 Wed 18:00 19:00 New Reception Parents Evening 

12/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6) 

16/06/2025 Mon All week Pride week 

18/06/2025 Wed N/A N/A Reserve Sports Day 

20/06/2025 Fri N/A N/A INSET Day 6 

26/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4) 

28/06/2025 Sat N/A N/A CHARFUN 

01/07/2025 Tue 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 1 + music parents 

02/07/2025 Wed 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 2 + music parents 

03/07/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3) 

07/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 1 

09/07/2025 Wed N/A N/A Moving Up Day 

10/07/2025 Thu 09:00 10:00 Leavers Play dress rehearsal (to school) 

11/07/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

11/07/2025 Fri N/A N/A Reports to Parents 

14/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 2 

14/07/2025 Mon 18:00 19:30 Leavers Play 

16/07/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 

22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Leavers assembly (for school) 

22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 6 Ends 

 


