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CHARFIELD OPEN DAYS

Is your child starting Primary School in September 2025?

We are holding Open Days 9:30 — 10:30 & 1:30 — 2:30

Come and see us in action!

=+ Application deadlines for primary places is 15" January 2025***

Tuesday 15th October
Wednesday 6" November

Friday 22" November
Monday 25" November

Contact us on 01454 260518 or charfield-school@cset.co.uk to book a place.
See here for details of Primary School admissions in South Gloucestershire.

In this newsletter:

Page 2

e Healthy lunchboxes &
snacks

e Mathematics at Charfield

Page 3

e Wake up Wednesday.

Page 4-5

® Learning at Charfield
including Beetle class
contribution (Y3)

Page 6

e Friends of Charfield

Page 7-8

e Community news

Page 8-10

e Dates 24/25

Term 1 School Value:

',
&y | ©
- Primat™y

Message from the Head . . .

Dear Parents and carers, p

What a wet week it has been, apart from today which has been glorious! The children
have been brilliant outside throughout the week and very sensible given the temptation
of such big puddles.

We started the week with my whole school assembly in which | talked to the children
about world mental health day. This means thinking about how we think, feel and act.
| spoke about big feelings, which everyone has at times, and ways to help ourselves
when we experience these. We also talked about how feelings come and go and are a
normal part of life.

Next week is parent/carer meetings and we are looking forward to seeing all our
families at either meeting on these evenings or at alternatives times agreed with the
class teacher. If you have not yet booked onto a meeting, it is not too late and this can
be done via the school cloud site: https://charfield.schoolcloud.co.uk/

See newsletter 4 for full details of this.

Kind regards,
Mrs Willcox, Head teacher

What’s happening next week?

® Tues 15™ — Open day for prospective families
® Tues 16 —3.30-5.30 parent/carer evening 1
® Wed 16™ —4.30-7.30 parent/carer evening 2
® Fri 18t — Gold assembly

Advanced warning

® Tuesday 22" — Friends Rag2Riches collection
® Fri 25% — Last day of Term 1
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Healthy lunchboxes and snacks

As part of our work as a ‘Healthy School’ it is important that we share information about healthy eating including
snacks.

Unfortunately, since we have returned to school, we have seen an increase in children bringing snacks which
contain large amounts of sugar and/or fats such as chocolate biscuits and cakes.

As a school, we encourage parents & carers to send children with a healthy snack. There is not a definitive list for
this, but it does not include chocolate or similar sweet treats although these are fine included in lunchboxes as part
of a balanced packed lunch.

As part of our Jigsaw learning we talk with the children about healthy snacks and fruit/vegetables are available
thanks to the South Glos fruit and veg scheme.

All school meals are carefully planned to meet healthy eating guidelines and there is lots of information on healthy
choices for families who choose a packed lunch on the Change4life website here:
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes

There is also lots of information about healthy snacks for break time. The NHS recommends that these are limited to
two a day and to around 100 calories per snack.
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts/healthier-snacks-for-kids

Please can you support the school by sending your child with a healthy snack. Thank you.

Mathematics at Charfield

When you look at books next week, you may notice a change in the way the children explore and learn mathematics.

This year we have adopted two research informed approaches with the

support of the local Maths Hub and the NCETM (National Centre for ® N C E T M

Excellence in Teaching of Mathematics NATIONAL CENTRE ror EXCELLENCE
INTHE TEACHING of MATHEMATICS

The two approaches are Teaching for Mastery (used from Year 1 — Year 6) and

Mastering Number (used in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2). Both approaches %\‘AATHSHU BS
encompass the ‘Five Big Ideas of mastery’ which themselves are informed by BOOLEAN
research evidence and classroom experience (from across the globe).

The ultimate purpose of focusing on a mastery approach in this way is to aim for the deep and deepest levels of
mathematical understanding. A mathematical concept or skill that can be considered to be mastered when a child
can show it in different ways, use mathematical language to explain their ideas and independently apply the concept
to new problems in unfamiliar situations.

The approaches make clear that mastery is a journey and long-term goal, achieved through exploration, clarification,
practice and application. At each stage of learning children should be able to demonstrate a deep, conceptual
understanding of the topic and be able to build on this over time.

These approaches align with national curriculum for aims for mathematics which aim to ensure that all pupils:

e become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied and frequent practice with
increasingly complex problems over time, so that pupils develop conceptual understanding and the ability to
recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately

e reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships and generalisations, and
developing an argument, justification or proof using mathematical language

e can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non-routine problems with
increasing sophistication, including breaking down problems into a series of simpler steps and persevering in
seeking solutions.

What this means is that children are experiencing more opportunities to explore maths and fundamentals of
calculation through guided teaching, rather than doing pages of ‘sums. It also means that we are focusing on children
becoming more automatic in their recall and providing challenge by engaging them in higher order thinking activities
instead of accelerating through the curriculum.

| will share more information about the approach in future newsletters and a parent carer meeting later in the year.
Mrs Willcox, Acting Maths Lead
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Wake up Wednesday - safeguarding information from the National Colleg
,.A

Remember, rememb

Bonfire Night.

Download here >> ow.ly/MOyF50THEhcListen here >> ow.ly/uOrv50THEhh

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly deli by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

10 Top Tips (-‘or Pa};‘!\ts/and Educators

TEACHING CHILDﬁEN’FIRE SAFETY |

Fire safety is especially important around Bonfire Night, as fireworks, bonfires and sparklers add extra risks for families and young
children. Every year in the UK, thousands of accidents occur due to improper handling of fireworks and neglecting fire safety
measures. This guide offers practical tips for keeping children safe when handling everything from fireworks to space heaters.

Wy

Source: See full reference list]
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1 BONFIRE NIGHT
AWARENESS 4

Bonfire Night is exciting, but it comes with

several inherent risks. Educate children about

the dangers of fireworks and open flames. Teach .~
them that only adults should handle fireworks

and that bonfires should never be approached.

Keep children at a safe distance (at least five

metres away) from bonfires and explain why

supervision is crucial during these events.

Ve o \
Fireworks should only be handled by responsible
adults who are following UK laws and guidelines.
Make sure to buy fireworks that meet British
Standards and adhere to all instructions that
come with them. Keep children a suitable
distance from any firework activity and
designate an adult to supervise the event.

Ensure no one goes near fireworks after they've
been lit.

3 SPARKLER SAFETY o

™
Sparklers are often captivating for little ones, but
they can burn at extremely high temperatures —
over 1,000 °C! Only allow children over the age of
five to use sparklers, and make sure they wear
gloves. Teach them to hold sparklers at arm’s
length and never wave them near others. Once a
sparkler has burned out, extinguish it fully in a
bucket of water — which you should prepare
beforehand and always keep nearby.

4

If possible, families should attend an

organised fireworks display rather than holding
one at home. These tend to be far safer as
they're run by professionals adhering to strict
safety regulations. Organised displays also
provide a controlled environment where
children can enjoy the event from a safe
distance, reducing the risk of accidents.

g KEEP FIREWORKS
AWAY FROM THE HOME

If you are hosting your own fireworks

display, set them off well away from

homes, sheds or fences to avoid starting
accidental fires. Choose a wide-open space
with no flammable materials nearby and keep
ameans of putting out fires to hand in case of
emergency - such as a bucket of water, a hose
or a fire extinguisher. Afterwards, ensure that all
fireworks are fully extinguished and never
attempt to relight one if it doesn’t go off.

o

Meet Our Expert

James Whelan is an experienced health and safety expertwhois a
Chartered Member of the Institution of Occupational Safety and

Health. He p! services to edL i
industries, helping them to maintain a safe working environment.
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settings and many other

on guide page at: https://nationalcollege.com/guides/fire-saf
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6 BONFIRE SAFETY

If you're building a bonfire, place it well

away from trees, buildings, fences or anything
else flammable. Make sure it's structurally
sound and not atrisk of collapsing. Only burn
natural materials like wood and leaves, avoiding
petrol or other accelerants. Children should be
kept far away from the bonfire, and it should
always be supervised by adults. Be sure to fully
extinguish the bonfire before you leave it.

I

; “STOP,DROP
AND ROLV”

Ensure that children know what to do if their

clothlng catches fire. Teach them the simple
“stop, drop and roll” technique, which can

quickly extinguish flames. Practice this with

b=

them before events like Bonfire Night, so they
feel confident if the need to use it arises. it can
also be helpful to keep another means of putting
outthese kinds of llres on standby, just in case.
An extingui o

blanket are

both sound cho:ces.

(r = \. \

g SECURE CANDLES
AND OPEN FLAMES

Beyond Bonfire Night, everyday fire safety is also
crucial. Candles can be a common fire hazard,
especially in homes with young children. Teach
children not to touch any open flames, and
ensure candles are placed in sturdy holders
away from combustible materials. Never leave
candles, incense burners or other such items
unattended, and always extinguish them fully
before leaving a room or going to bed.

9 EDUCATE ABOUT
FIREWORKS HAZARDS

Make sure children understand the

dangers of playing with fire or fireworks,

and how to handle such things responsibly.
Emphasise that fireworks are not toys and can
cause serious injuries when improperly used.
Demonstrate the importance of treating fire
with respect and the consequences of misuse,
which can help temper any curiosity and any
resultant dangerous behaviour.

¢ 4
10 FIRST AID FOR BURNS

Even if you have the best possible precautions

in place, accidents can still happen. Keep a

first aid kit on hand. Ensure you know how to
apply basic first aid to burns, so you can

teach children those techniques too. If someone
suffers a burn, run it under cool water for 20-30
minutes. Never use creams or ointments, as
these retain heat and can cause further damage.
Instead, seek medical help if the burn is serious.

National
College’

¢ @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 09.10.2024
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Class of the Week

Learning at Charfield

The teachers have voted and

For their conscientious approach to the learning in their
books. We have been really impressed!

persuaded and Class of the
week goes to . . .
Year 3

Lunchtime award

This year, the lunchtime award is being

given to a group or individual who has ‘Q

demonstrated all our school values.

This week the award goes to . . .

MG Y5 for representing all our values at playtimes,

being respectful to peers and staff, being super kind
and helping others throughout the week and generally

being an asset to the lunchtime staff. Thank you!

Dojo/House points

Falcon

Kestrel

Merlin

610

597

602

Well done FALCON!

Respect award

As part of our Anti-Bullying approach, we celebrate
children who have gone above beyond to show the

schools values, particularly respect.
This week’s respect award goes to . . .

Unfortunately, Mrs Baker is unwell and was /?"‘S"eé?\
not able talk to the anti-bullying ambassadors .
for their nominations this week — the Respect
award will return next week.

Beetle class learning . . .

This week, in Year 3 we have been further developing upon our history learning by exploring the life and work of
Maria Sibylla Merian, a pioneering artist and naturalist known for her detailed illustrations of plants, insects and

specifically the process of metamorphosis. Inspired by her remarkable journey and contributions to science, the

children created their own sketches reflecting one of her famous pieces.
These pieces of artwork not only showcase their creativity but also deepen their appreciation for the natural world,
much like Merian did centuries ago. Well done Year 3, you have all produced some fabulous artwork.







FRIENDS of Charfield School

FRIENDS DATES — LOTS more to follow in next week’s newsletter!

Date Day Time Event
22 Oct 2024 Tues Drop off Rags to Riches collection
28 Jan 2025 Tues Drop off Rags to Riches collection

ROUNDTA BLE

WOTTON-UNDER-EDGE & DISTRICT 974

SATURDAY STH NOVEMBER | WOTTON COMMUNITY PARC
FIREWORKS | BONFIRE | HOT FOOD & DRINKS | SWEETS | RIDES | IUSI:

Tickets are only

available online.

All proceeds go to

local causes T
Use the link belfow or E rLt.b
scan the QR code to support
Charfield Primary Schoof

v/ 202475
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Community news
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T TON = CHTPPING
WITIOVEEN CW e SOPRURY

WITIOVEEN

Blue Coat Primary School (GL12 7BD)
9:00am - 3:30pm CHIPPING SODBURY SCHOOL (BS37 6EW)
| 9:00AM - 3:30PM

Multi-Sports Camp

e For any single day £22.00

o For any 3 days £20.00
® For any 5 days £18.00 Goalkeeper Camp

@ For any single day £22.00
@ For any 2 days £20.00

Multi-Sports Camp
gle day £22.00

y Any questions please email
info@proformance-conching.co.uk

EARLY DROP OFFS AND/OR LATE PICK UPS ARE AVAILABLE TO BOOK EARLY DROP OFFS AND/OR LATE PICK UPS ARE AVAILABLE TO BOOK

Any questions please emall
info@proformance-coaching.ce.uk

- ——

e M
,v b ‘-:' o .

o2

In celebration of the launch of Wotton Family Brass..
Wotton Silver Band presents

A lively concert for all the family, packed with well known music from stage, film and TV
There will also be an opportunity for children and adults to have a go at playing a bhrass instrument,
so come and join us for

Wotton Family Brass 2.00pm Saturday 12th October _
Admission FREE VN

Wotton Baptist Church, 9 Rope Walk, Wotton-unter-Edge, GL12 7P1 A
SILVER BAND EST. 1894
www.wottonsilverband.co.uk R_ v

et




Arelyoulaimalelparention guardian

toralchild undenri187

g)’ Sémﬁ;aj your views you Can Z@éﬂ» 2
/;M/orm/e ex/oewéaces /ér‘ }4124\0‘8 ou»m'( carers

Just 5 minutes of your time will help CCP to
understand the experience of
fathers/guardians, to help us improve the
access and quality of family services for all
who need them

Scan here to take part

Caring for |
Communities §
and People ik

Hi/e dreCCP

Dates 2024-2025

DATE DAY START TIME END TIME EVENT
15/10/2024 Tue 09:30 10:30 Open Day 1 -am
15/10/2024 Tue 13:30 14:30 OpenDay 1-pm
15/10/2024 Tue 15:30 17:30 Parents Evening 1 (early)
16/10/2024 Wed 16:30 19:30 Parents Evening 1 (late)
18/10/2024 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
23/10/2024 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
25/10/2024 N/A N/A Term 1 ends

| N/A N/A

| N/A N/A




06/01/2025

07/01/2025

INSET Day 3

Term 3 begins for children

09/01/2025 Thu 09:30 10:30 Open Day 5 - am (only)
09/01/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 2 Swimming Starts (6wks)
14/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6)
15/01/2025 Wed 18:00 19:00 Year 6 - SATs Parent Meeting
21/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Caterpillars (EYFS)
28/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4)
29/01/2025 Wed All Day Lunar New Year
29/01/2025 Wed 17:30 | 18:30 Local Community Council meeting
03/02/2025 Mon All week Children's mental health week
04/02/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3)
07/02/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
11/02/2025 Tue All day Safer Internet day
12/02/2025 Wed 12:00 ‘ 13:15 Gold Lunch
13/02/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 2 Swimming Ends
14/02/2025 Fri Term 3 Ends
24/02/2025 Mon INSET Day 4
25/02/2025 Tue Term 4 begins for children
27/02/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Starts (6wks)
05/03/2025 Wed 15:30 17:30 Parents Evening 2 (early)
05/03/2025 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting
06/03/2025 Thu All day World Book Day
06/02/2025 Thu 16:30 | 19:30 Parents Evening 2 (late)
07/03/2025 Fri All week (10 days) British science week (7-16 Mar)




11/03/2025 Tue N/A N/A Photographer - Class & Leavers
17/03/2025 Mon All week (10 days) Neurodiversity week (18-24 Mar)
28/03/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
02/04/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
03/04/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Ends
04/04/2025 Fri Term 4 Ends
22/04/2025 Tue INSET Day 5
23/04/2025 Wed Term 5 begins for children
30/04/2025 Wed Local Community Council meeting
01/05/2025 Thu KS1 test period (throughout May)
01/05/2025 Thu Open Class - Grasshoppers (Y2)
05/05/2025 Mon May Bank Holiday
08/05/2025 Thu Open Class - Dragonflies (Y5)
12/05/2025 Mon Year 6 SATs Week
15/05/2025 Thu Open Class - Butterflies (Y1)
16/05/2025 Fri Gold assembly
20/05/2025 Tue Walk to school week (20th -25th)
20/05/2025 Tue Gold Lunch
21/05/2025 Wed Sports Day
21/05/2025 Wed Sports Day Picnic
21/05/2025 Wed Sports Day
23/05/2025 Fri Term 5 Ends
02/06/2025 Mon Term 6 Begins
02/06/2025 Mon Y4 Multiplication check period (2wks)
05/06/2025 Thu EYFS open class Caterpillars
09/06/2025 Mon Phonics Screening Week
11/06/2025 Wed 18:00 19:00 New Reception Parents Evening
12/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6)
16/06/2025 Mon All week Pride week
18/06/2025 Wed Reserve Sports Day
20/06/2025 Fri INSET Day 6
26/06/2025 Thu Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4)
28/06/2025 Sat CHARFUN
01/07/2025 Tue 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 1 + music parents
02/07/2025 Wed 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 2 + music parents
03/07/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3)
07/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 1
09/07/2025 | Wed N/A N/A | Moving Up Day
10/07/2025 Thu 09:00 10:00 Leavers Play dress rehearsal (to school)
11/07/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
11/07/2025 Fri N/A N/A ‘ Reports to Parents
14/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 2
14/07/2025 Mon 18:00 19:30 Leavers Play
16/07/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A ‘ Leavers assembly (for school)
22/07/2025 | Tue N/A N/A | Term 6 Ends




