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●​ School clubs 
●​ Healthy lunchboxes & snacks 
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●​ Attendance 
●​ Term time holidays 
●​ Wake up Wednesday. 
●​ Learning at Charfield 
●​ Dates for term 1 
●​ Reminder of our 

communication channels  

Dear families, 
 

Welcome back! 
 
I have been so impressed with every child in our school this week, they have 
returned ready to be their best selves and we have seen excellent attitudes 
towards learning in every classroom. Our newest pupils in EYFS have had a 
wonderful start and we offer a warm Charfield welcome to our new families. 
 
Joining a new school as Headteacher is a very special and exciting time, but it is 
also incredibly busy! My priority this term is to get to know all of the children at 
both Charfield and Tortworth. I will be leading the Monday and Friday assemblies 
at Charfield, this means I will be on the gate after school on these days so please 
do come and say hello! I will be on site at other times in the week and may see you 
on your way into school. If I am not on site then Mr Adkins will be available.  
 
We are looking forward to welcoming families into school next week for the ‘Meet 
the Teacher’ session. Myself, Mr Adkins and Mr Galsworthy will be on site on this 
day and we will be based in the hall to meet you. We will do a short presentation 
to families at 3.30pm and 4.15pm to introduce ourselves - please pop in at the best 
time for you.  
 
Charfield is a wonderful school and I am looking forward to working closely with 
the whole school community to ensure we offer our children the very best 
education.  
 
Please remember that the school website is a great go-to place for all information.  
 

 
Mrs Engley, Head teacher 
 
 

http://www.charfieldschool.org.uk


 

CHARFIELD OPEN DAYS 
Is your child starting Primary School in September 2026?   

We are holding Open Days 9:30 – 10:30 & 1:30 – 2:30 
Come and see us in action! 

 *** Application deadlines for primary places is 15th January 2025*** 

Wednesday 22nd October 
Wednesday 5th November 

Wednesday 26th  November 
Monday 7th January 

Contact us on 01454 260518 or charfield-school@cset.co.uk to book a place. 
 

See here for details of Primary School admissions in South Gloucestershire. 
 

Class of the Week 

 

The teachers have voted and persuaded, and Class of the week goes to .  

YEAR 6 
 

Our Year 6 pupils have had a great start to the year, they have impressed all members of the staff team with their 
mature attitudes and positive approach to learning. Well done year 6 - keep it up!! 

 

OPAL award (previously lunchtime award) 

We have renamed the lunchtime award the   

OPAL award and this will focus on groups 

and  individuals that have impressed us 

during   

Outdoor Play And Learning. This week the   

award goes to . . . 

Jasper Y1 and and Jacob Y3 

 

Well done, we are very proud of you! 

 

 
Walking home alone – Years 5 & 6   

If you have not done so already, please could you ensure 
that you send in written permission (an email is fine) if 
your child is allowed to walk home alone. Your child’s 
new class teacher will not know previous 
arrangements, so we ask that you let us 
know for this school year. Thank you. 

Friends need you! 

 
 
For friends to continue we need a minimum of 6 
trustees who can commit to a meeting once a month 
and we can do really cool things for our kids. 

Coats 
Please can all children come to school with a coat or 
waterproof for use at break and lunchtime as we try to 
get outside unless it is raining very heavily. 
 

Children that do not bring a coat will be encouraged to 
stay under shelter outside if it is raining. 
 

Thank you 
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Healthy lunchboxes and snacks 
As part of our work as a ‘Healthy School’ it is important that we share information about healthy eating including 
snacks. 
 

As part of our Jigsaw learning we talk with the children about healthy snacks and fruit/vegetables are available 
thanks to the South Glos fruit and veg scheme. 
 

All school meals are carefully planned to meet healthy eating guidelines and there is lots of information on healthy 
choices for families who choose a packed lunch on the Change4Life website here: 
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes  
 

There is also lots of information about healthy snacks for break time. The NHS recommends that these are limited to 
two a day and to 100 calories per snack. 
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts/healthier-snacks-for-kids 

 

Free School Meals  
If you’re on a qualifying benefit, applying for free school meals 
makes sense for your child, your finances and your school! You 
could be one of thousands of families across South 
Gloucestershire missing out on saving over £400 each year, per 
child. 
 

You will also be helping our school, as we get extra funding 
that’s called Pupil Premium Funding, to improve educational 
outcomes. 
 

Applying is a simple process and will only take a couple of minutes. 
 

This flyer explains more about applying for benefits-related free school meals and the extra help it offers your child 
and family. Or visit www.southglos.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals  
 
NOTE - All children in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2 get universal infant free school meals so you do not need to apply 
for them BUT please do apply to receive benefits-related free school meals and the extra help they offer your child 
and family. This includes funded holiday club places in the main school holidays and help towards school uniform and 
school trips. PLUS you will also be helping our school, as we get extra funding that’s called Pupil Premium Funding, to 
improve educational outcomes. 
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Attendance 
High attendance is essential for all children, and it supports them to be successful in school.  We expect all our 
students to have attendance of at least 97%.  This is to ensure that they don’t miss out on essential learning, which 
might hold them back in the future. 
 

Being on time to school is also extremely important.  Mornings are the time when the routines for the school day take 
place, making sure that the students are set up to be successful in their learning for the rest of the day.  Children who 
are regularly late miss out on these important interactions.  If your child is more than half an hour late for school, they 
are deemed to have missed morning registration, and are marked absent. 
 

Of course, we understand that sometimes children will get bugs which mean that they cannot attend school. If your 
child is really too ill to attend school, we ask that you do the following: 

●​ Let us know as soon as possible that your child will not be in school by emailing the absence email address or 
calling the absence line.  In your message, let us know your child’s name, tutor group, why they are not in 
school and when you expect them to return.  Do this every day that your child is too ill to attend. 

●​ Don’t allow your child to stay home for minor sniffles or coughs – if you are unsure the NHS website provides 
some helpful advice: https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/  

 

If your child needs a medical or dental appointment, please make it out of school hours if you can.  If you are unable 
to make an appointment after school or in the holidays, try to make it either early morning or as late in the school day 
as possible, so that your child misses as little learning as possible. 
 

Please let us know if your child has an on-going medical condition, so that we can try and offer as much support as 
possible. 
 

To support your school’s high attendance, the school will do the following: 
●​ Keep you informed of your child’s attendance rate. 
●​ Let you know if we have concerns about your child’s attendance. 
●​ Invite you in for a meeting if your child’s attendance falls to 90%.  90% attendance means that your child is 

missing an average of a half day’s education every week and is highly likely to fall behind with their learning. 
●​ Work with other agencies such as education welfare if we feel that you would benefit from additional support. 

 

As with all aspects of your child’s education, working in partnership between home and school is the best way of 
supporting your child.  Please do let us know if you have any concerns that might be affecting your child’s attendance 
at school. 
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Wake up Wednesday – safeguarding information from the National College 

It’s the start of September, and the new school year has begun   Let’s make sure the kids have a successful 

return!    
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Dates 2025-2026, Term 1 

 

DATE DAY 
START 

TIME 
END TIME EVENT 

01/09/2025 Mon N/A N/A INSET Day 1 

02/09/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 1 begins for children 

10/09/2025 Wed 15:15 16:00 Meet the Teacher and the senior leadership team 

17/09/2024 Wed 17:00 18:00 YEAR 6 - Parents Residential Meeting 

25/09/2024 Wed N/A N/A Photographer - Individuals + school siblings 

26/09/2025 Fri All day European day of languages 

01/10/2025 Wed All month Black History Month 

10/10/2025 Fri N/A N/A World Mental Health Day 

17/10/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

22/10/2025 Tue 09:30 10:30 Open Day 1 - am 

22/10/2025 Tue 13:30 14:30 Open Day 1 - pm 

22/10/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 

23/10/2025 Thu N/A N/A Harvest Festival 

24/10/2025 Fri N/A N/A Term 1 ends 

 

Dates for the whole academic year will be shared shortly, we are 

spending time co-ordinating events across both school 

 

Ways to communicate with school 
 

Please see the reminder on the following pages for the current communication 
systems in place at Charfield.  
 
A note about class dojo 
 
Class dojo is a great way to share school news with families. Please be reminded 
that the message tool is used for limited purposes and staff do not access it 
during teaching time. Any messages about changes to pick up arrangements or 
absence must be sent to the school office.  
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