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Message from the Head . ..

Dear families,

Welcome back!

| have been so impressed with every child in our school this week, they have
returned ready to be their best selves and we have seen excellent attitudes
towards learning in every classroom. Our newest pupils in EYFS have had a
wonderful start and we offer a warm Charfield welcome to our new families.

Joining a new school as Headteacher is a very special and exciting time, but it is
also incredibly busy! My priority this term is to get to know all of the children at
both Charfield and Tortworth. | will be leading the Monday and Friday assemblies
at Charfield, this means | will be on the gate after school on these days so please
do come and say hello! | will be on site at other times in the week and may see you
on your way into school. If | am not on site then Mr Adkins will be available.

We are looking forward to welcoming families into school next week for the ‘Meet
the Teacher’ session. Myself, Mr Adkins and Mr Galsworthy will be on site on this
day and we will be based in the hall to meet you. We will do a short presentation
to families at 3.30pm and 4.15pm to introduce ourselves - please pop in at the best
time for you.

Charfield is a wonderful school and | am looking forward to working closely with
the whole school community to ensure we offer our children the very best

education.

Please remember that the school website is a great go-to place for all information.

Mrs Engley, Head teacher



http://www.charfieldschool.org.uk

CHARFIELD OPEN DAYS

Is your child starting Primary School in September 20267
We are holding Open Days 9:30 — 10:30 & 1:30 — 2:30
Come and see us in action!
*** Application deadlines for primary places is 15" January 2025***

Wednesday 22nd October

Wednesday 26th November

Wednesday 5" November Monday 7*" January
Contact us on 01454 260518 or charfield-school@cset.co.uk to book a place.

See here for details of Primary School admissions in South Gloucestershire.

Class of the Week

The teachers have voted and persuaded, and Class of the week goes to .
YEAR 6

Our Year 6 pupils have had a great start to the year, they have impressed all members of the staff team with their
mature attitudes and positive approach to learning. Well done year 6 - keep it up!!

OPAL award (previously lunchtime award)

We have renamed the lunchtime award the
OPAL award and this will focus on groups
and individuals that have impressed us
during

Outdoor Play And Learning. This week the
award goes to.. ..

Jasper Y1 and and Jacob Y3

Well done, we are very proud of you!

Walking home alone — Years 5 & 6

If you have not done so already, please could you ensure
that you send in written permission (an email is fine) if
your child is allowed to walk home alone. Your child’s
new class teacher will not know previous
arrangements, so we ask that you let us ﬁﬁ%
know for this school year. Thank you. u,\) w
w da
Coats

Please can all children come to school with a coat or
waterproof for use at break and lunchtime as we try to

get outside unless it is raining very heavily.

Children that do not bring a coat will be encouraged to
stay under shelter outside if it is raining.

Thank you

Friends need you!

FRIENDS OF CHARFIELD
PRIMARY SCHOOL [}

AGM

Thursday 25 September, 8pm,
online.

For friends to continue we need a minimum of 6
trustees who can commit to a meeting once a month
and we can do really cool things for our kids.
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Healthy lunchboxes and snacks
As part of our work as a ‘Healthy School’ it is important that we share information about healthy eating including
snacks.

As part of our Jigsaw learning we talk with the children about healthy snacks and fruit/vegetables are available
thanks to the South Glos fruit and veg scheme.

All school meals are carefully planned to meet healthy eating guidelines and there is lots of information on healthy
choices for families who choose a packed lunch on the Change4Life website here:
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes

There is also lots of information about healthy snacks for break time. The NHS recommends that these are limited to
two a day and to 100 calories per snack.
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts/healthier-snacks-for-kids

Free School Meals

If you’re on a qualifying benefit, applying for free school meals
makes sense for your child, your finances and your school! You

ope —'—L——_ihL = : b
could be one of thousands of families across South tershire “‘m
Gloucestershire missing out on saving over £400 each year, per FLaTey,

child.

Find out now if your
family qualifies for
free school meals.

You will also be helping our school, as we get extra funding
that’s called Pupil Premium Funding, to improve educational
outcomes.

Applying is a simple process and will only take a couple of minutes.

This flyer explains more about applying for benefits-related free school meals and the extra help it offers your child
and family. Or visit www.southglos.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals

NOTE - All children in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2 get universal infant free school meals so you do not need to apply
for them BUT please do apply to receive benefits-related free school meals and the extra help they offer your child
and family. This includes funded holiday club places in the main school holidays and help towards school uniform and
school trips. PLUS you will also be helping our school, as we get extra funding that’s called Pupil Premium Funding, to
improve educational outcomes.
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Attendance

High attendance is essential for all children, and it supports them to be successful in school. We expect all our
students to have attendance of at least 97%. This is to ensure that they don’t miss out on essential learning, which
might hold them back in the future.

Being on time to school is also extremely important. Mornings are the time when the routines for the school day take
place, making sure that the students are set up to be successful in their learning for the rest of the day. Children who
are regularly late miss out on these important interactions. If your child is more than half an hour late for school, they
are deemed to have missed morning registration, and are marked absent.

Of course, we understand that sometimes children will get bugs which mean that they cannot attend school. If your
child is really too ill to attend school, we ask that you do the following:

e Let us know as soon as possible that your child will not be in school by emailing the absence email address or
calling the absence line. In your message, let us know your child’s name, tutor group, why they are not in
school and when you expect them to return. Do this every day that your child is too ill to attend.

e Don't allow your child to stay home for minor smffles or coughs —if you are unsure the NHS website provides
some helpful advice: https:

If your child needs a medical or dental appointment, please make it out of school hours if you can. If you are unable
to make an appointment after school or in the holidays, try to make it either early morning or as late in the school day
as possible, so that your child misses as little learning as possible.

Please let us know if your child has an on-going medical condition, so that we can try and offer as much support as
possible.

To support your school’s high attendance, the school will do the following:
e Keep you informed of your child’s attendance rate.
e Let you know if we have concerns about your child’s attendance.
e Invite you in for a meeting if your child’s attendance falls to 90%. 90% attendance means that your child is
missing an average of a half day’s education every week and is highly likely to fall behind with their learning.
e Work with other agencies such as education welfare if we feel that you would benefit from additional support.

As with all aspects of your child’s education, working in partnership between home and school is the best way of
supporting your child. Please do let us know if you have any concerns that might be affecting your child’s attendance
at school.



https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

Wake up Wednesday — safeguarding information from the National College

It’s the start of September, and the new school year has begun @ Let’s make sure the kids have a successful

EE

return!

Change can be hard for children te manage. Going back to school after a long summer break might cause
them to feel uncertain about their friendships, school routines and relationships with new teachers. Hi !,

trusted adults play an important role in providing both p ical and emoti pp

L

i LEARN WHAT EQUIPMENT

YOU NEED =

Figura out @ list of all equipmant needed for "
thae stort of the school year, 50 you can
comfortably get your bands on the necessary
sams in tima. If childran have any financial sswes
and recaive free school meals, the school moy be
able to provide some monetary aid or offer other
support.

5, COMMUNICATE WITH
THE SCHOOL

Ifyou neotica that a child is feeling onxious about
achange of taacher ar school, arronging a
ane-to-onge maating with thoir new teacher can be o
good way tealleviote soma of the anxiety, Just
lenowin g thot thay understand the child's worries
and will ba abie to help tham it the reed arises con
build the foundations of a good working relationship.
Knowing that you con contact them with any quaries
conalso ba reossuring.

C |4

WEBSITE

Thare will ba planty of information about the

atart of terrn on tha schools webslte to keep you
updated. Furthermeors, you shoukd be able to find
other ussful infermation such os contact detalls for
stall, Important school equipment, clubs; and news
about any spachal evants an the school colandar lor
the yaar. It could be halpful to look through this with
ehidren lor anything which might reassure them.

I | - =
y HELP TO MANAGE
FRIENDSHIPS BP0

e chiid (s Iealing anxious about making new friends

- sepacially if they're maving up to sacondary school
= It cam be o good ldea to remind therm of what they
coult do or say whan meating new clossrmates.
Investhgating the extracurmcular activities avallabde
could e o geod woy 1o open @ conversation about
thelr hobbias and pastirmas, and jolning such clubs

could allow new friendships to be Bullf on this mutoal
Interast.

3 CHECK THE SCHOOL e

5 PLAN SELF-CARE

Talking to childran obout how they can manage
thair self-core con be an effective way of halping
tharm undaerstand its importance. This might invoive
playing o computer garme they love with friends, o’
waekly visit to the library, getting to bed at the seme
time each night, or a range of other activities that
suppart their wallbeing and provide the fomilionny:
ond sofaty of o routing that works for tham.

X @wake_up_weds 3 /wuw:thenationaicollege

& MANAGE TRICKY
FEELINGS

| Explain that it's okoy to hava difficult feslings around

raturning to school. This con help reduce ony shama
or embarma samant a child might be fealing over
thesa amotions. Emphasise that othar children —
even some of the teachars ~ wﬂlb-t.dlngﬁu some
way. Consider proctical ways to monage these

teslings and halp childran feal more fn control of
their emotions. Some axamples inchuds fidget toys,
broathing axercises or @ notepod for doodiing.

Rl ) F

3, SECURE A SCHOOL -}
UNIFORM 4

Forants and corers should try to buy o child's
unitorm for tha new acaodemic year well in advance
af tha new term (aithough allowing for potential
holiday growth spurts) and give them time to odapt
toany changes. Make sure they can comfortably
change inte andout of it for PE lessons. Double check
the requirements for PE on the school's website, as
som e schooks willalso have requiramants far PE kits.

<+ A N ur

PREPARE FOR
& tRansiTioN pavs

Ensuring that children attend transition doys is o
wital step in preporing forthe new year, Some
schooks also have transition evenings for parents
ond carers to ottend, offering extra opportunities to
reach aut for any additional support.

AN

g READ THE MENTAL
HEALTH POLICY

if o young person struggles with their mental

health, it's important to understand their school's

mental health policy and provision to know what
available. This should be on the school's

indfuidual timetable amendrments to group sessions
on emaotional wellbeing. You con then discuss thess
options with the child to reassure them that help is
there if they need it

{6 LEARN ABOUT
SEN SUPPORT

o child has SEN and receives help in

5 school, try te confirm exactly what support is

ovailabls; to-ensura they'll be having their neads
mat, If thay“re moving up to secandary scheol, its o
good idea to meat with the SENCO o ansure thet oll
teachars receive the most relevont, up-to-date
Infermation about the child's needs and hove o
contact to Boise with if these change ovar time.

e
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nesd JIl College
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liobility is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 04.08.2024




Dates 2025-2026, Term 1

DATE DAY START END TIME EVENT
TIME

01/09/2025 Mon N/A N/A INSET Day 1
02/09/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 1 begins for children
10/09/2025 Wed 15:15 16:00 Meet the Teacher and the senior leadership team
17/09/2024 Wed 17:00 18:00 YEAR 6 - Parents Residential Meeting
25/09/2024 Wed N/A N/A Photographer - Individuals + school siblings
26/09/2025 Fri All day European day of languages
01/10/2025 Wed All month Black History Month
10/10/2025 Fri N/A N/A World Mental Health Day
17/10/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly
22/10/2025 Tue 09:30 10:30 Open Day 1 - am
22/10/2025 Tue 13:30 14:30 Open Day 1 - pm
22/10/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch
23/10/2025 Thu N/A N/A Harvest Festival
24/10/2025 Fri N/A N/A Term 1 ends

Dates for the whole academic year will be shared shortly, we are
spending time co-ordinating events across both school

Ways to communicate with school

Please see the reminder on the following pages for the current communication
systems in place at Charfield.

A note about class dojo

Class dojo is a great way to share school news with families. Please be reminded
that the message tool is used for limited purposes and staff do not access it
during teaching time. Any messages about changes to pick up arrangements or
absence must be sent to the school office.



Communication - who is the right person to contact and how?

- 01454 260518 m charfield-school@cset.co.uk

The School Office is the first point of contact for:

Staff on the School Gate are the first *  Arranging meetings with a class teacher (E-mail § Telephone [
Face to Face/ Post Box)

point of contact for: *  Pupil Absence (E-mzil / Telephone)
+  Urgent messages to class (Face to Face) *  Pupil Medical Meads [Face to Face |
+  Queries of School Procedures (Face to Face) *  Financizl Queries & Payments (E-mail / Telephone J Facs to
+  Pupil collection arrangements [Face to Face) Face/ Post Box)
+  Ewent Queries (Face to Face) *  MNon— Urgent Meszages & Forms (Fost Box)
*  Copies of letters  information (E-mail / Telephone [ Face to

Face]

The Class teacher is the first point of contact for all aspects regarding
your child’s education and pastoral care. These include:

. Pupil Progress {Note / Dojo message / E-mail / Telephone / Face to Face)
. Learning Concerns {Mote / Daojo message / E-mail / Telephone [ Face to Face)
. Behaviour Concerns (Mote / Dojo message / E-mail / Telephone f Face to Face)

. Mon — Urgent Messages (Dojo message / E-mail / Mote)
MN.B- Teachers do not have access to emails or dojo messages during lesson time

The Deputy Headteacher is the first point of The Headteacher is the first point of contact
contact for: for:
. Educational issues not resolved through *  Senior Staff Complaints (Letter f E-mail / Telephone /

Face to Face)

revious communication channels (Note / Dojo
P l: / Doj * Child Protection (Letter / E-mail / Telephone f Face to

message /E-mail / Telephone / Face to Face) Face)

. Staff Complaints (Letter / E-mail / Telephone / *  |ssues not resolved through previous communication
Face to Face) channels (Letter f E-mail / Telephone f Face to Face)

The Chair of Governors is the first point of contact for:
. Headteacher Complaints (Letter / E-mail / Telephone)

- Issues not resolved satisfactorily through the Headteacher. (Letter f E-
mail / Telephong)




How does the school communicate with parents/carers?

Newsletter

We communicate with you through the school Newsletter for
items such as:

. Whaole Schoaol Mews

. Events through the week

. Community News [ Events

. Future important dates

. Changes to school routines

Face-to-face Meetings

We use face-to-face meetings for:

. Quick messages (start and end of the day)

. Informal Communication

. A follow up to other communication methods
. Formal Meetings — (e.g. Attendance Review)

Telephone

We will commmunicate with you by telephone for parson specific iems
such as:

- Alert you of first day of absence - school not notified
Arrange 3chool / parent zppointments

Reminders for equipment

Return phone-calls

hake you aware of 3 child specific izsus — accident or injury,
behaviaur

Class Dojo — class pages

We will communicate with you using Class Dojo for:

. Class related news

. Class reminders

. Informal communication with the teacher

. Information about (non-serious) head bumps (via

direct message)

Class dojo — school page

We will communicate with you using Class dojo for:

. School related news

. Urgent Information — club cancellations, school
closure

. Reminders for events

. Motices and reminders from ‘The Friends”

Letters Home (formal)

‘We will communicate with you using a school formal

letter for :
. Whole School notifications
. Fupil Absence meetings / reviews
. Fupil Behavioural issues

Website

We communicate through the school website to provide:

*  Previous Newsletters

* Infermation — {Curricelum, Class infarmation, Statutory
documents etc.)

+  5School forms

*  Signposting to areas that help learning

*  Llinks to community organisations

Reading Record

We communicate through reading records to:

. Imfarm you when your child has read in school
. Check home reading [4x 3 week is expectad)
. To encourage maore home reading

Please Mote - This is not a definitive or statutory list




