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Working together.... 
Learning for life 

 

 

 
www.charfieldschool.org.uk 

 charfield-school@cset.co.uk 01454 260518 

Newsletter 4 27th September 2024 

CHARFIELD OPEN DAYS 
Is your child starting Primary School in September 2025?   

We are holding Open Days 9:30 – 10:30 & 1:30 – 2:30 
Come and see us in action! 

 *** Application deadlines for primary places is 15th January 2025*** 

Tuesday 15th October 
Wednesday 6th November 

Friday 22nd November 
Monday 25th November 

Contact us on 01454 260518 or charfield-school@cset.co.uk to book a place. 
 

See here for details of Primary School admissions in South Gloucestershire. 
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Dear Parents and carers, 
 

It has been a wet and windy week in school with a move to the playground as the field 
has been too wet. We are still hoping for a burst of sunny weather so we can use it for 
a couple of weeks more but have zoned the playground, in the same way the field has 
been, so that children can safely enjoy the space we have. The log climber which is 
currently out of action is due to be repaired at half term (when the children are not 
about to see the heavy plant machinery) and we are looking forward to them being able 
to use that again. 
 

We started the week with in-class assemblies on Road safety (Be Bright Be Seen) and 
Miss Hall spoke to the school about languages on Thursday as part of our recognition 
of European Day of Languages. Next week will be our Harvest celebrations and we will 
again be asking for donations to support the local food bank. More about this on Page 
3. 
 

Finally, parent/carer meetings will be held on the 15th and 16th of October, and we are 
looking forward to seeing all families at these, or at other prearranged meetings. More 
information about this is on Page 2. 
 

Kind regards,  
          Mrs Willcox, Head teacher 

What’s happening next week? 

● 1st October – Black History Month starts 
● Wed 2nd – Charfield Local community Council meeting 
● Thursday 3rd – Harvest Festival 
Advanced warning 

● Thurs 10th – World Mental Health Day 

Term 1 School 
Value: 

 

http://www.charfieldschool.org.uk/
mailto:charfield-school@cset.co.uk
https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page;jsessionid=833F25B166A48BDE00BC23944DFA5317?id=GLu6GUIMkpw&familychannel=2-2&channel=family
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Staff update 

As you will be aware, Miss Phillips is expecting her first child. She will be commencing her maternity leave on Monday 
14th October and her last day in school ahead of this will be Friday 11th. 
Mr Adkins will take on the role of SENCO in her absence. 

 

Fidget toys 

We have noticed an increase in children bringing in their own fidget toys from home. Whilst this is happening with 
the best intentions, we are finding that these are proving to be more of a distraction to learning for most children 
rather than being helpful and are causing upset when they are lost or broken. Therefore, we are asking that no fidget 
toys are brought into school from home. 
 

We have a well-equipped SEN resource cupboard in school with a range of resources to support children when they 
need it, including an array of fidget toys. If your child's class teacher feels your child would benefit from using a fidget 
toy in school, they will be in contact with you to discuss this and if agreed, your child will be provided with one from 
school. 
 

We are supporting the children to understand the difference between want vs need and that being fair is about giving 
everyone what they need to access the learning, not simply having the same things. 

 
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 
Miss Phillips (SENCO) and Mr Adkins (Acting SENCO) 

 
 

Parent/Carer Evenings – message also posted on Dojo 

On the 15th and 16th October, we will be holding parent/carer meetings. This year we will be returning to face-to-face 
appointments for our meetings. All appointments will be in the main hall and will be 10 minutes long. 
Books will be made available outside classrooms so families can look at these ahead of their meeting. 
 

As before bookings will be made on the School Cloud site (link below) and the appointment system will go live on 
Tuesday 1st October at midday. A guide to making appointments for those new to the system is included with the 
newsletter. 
 

The link for school cloud can be found here: https://charfield.schoolcloud.co.uk/  
 

If you are not able to attend a meeting, please let us know and we will make alternative arrangements to speak with 
you. 
 

Mrs Willcox and Mr Adkins are also available if any parents would like to speak with them and there will be 
appointments to book, via the office, if you would like to do this. 
 

If you have any problems or need help booking, please contact us via the office (01454 260518) and we will do our 
best to help. 

 
  

https://charfield.schoolcloud.co.uk/
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Harvest Festival 

As part of our Harvest Festival, we will be collecting 
donations in support of the Food bank who welcome 
non-perishable food items, tinned goods, dry goods, 
toiletries and household items. 
 

A list is included below & right, and any donations can be 
left at the front of school on the 3rd. Thank you! 
 
The top 5 shopping list items are: 

 Tinned Ham & Corned Beef 

 Fray Bentos Pies 

 Savoury Snacks - nuts, crisps, crackers 

 Spreads - marmite, peanut butter, jam, chocolate 

 Laundry liquid 
 
Items should NOT be out of date, damaged or opened. 
Nor can they accept items which need to be refrigerated 
or frozen. 
 

 
 

More information on the local foodbanks can be found 
here: https://strouddistrict.foodbank.org.uk/  

A typical food parcel contains sufficient nutrition for at 
least three days’ worth of healthy, balanced meals for 
individuals and families and includes: 

 Breakfast cereals 

 Soup 

 Pasta 

 Rice 

 Pasta sauce 

 Tinned beans 

 Tinned meat 

 Tinned vegetables 

 Tinned fruit 

 Tea or coffee 

 Sugar 

 Biscuits 

 Snacks 

 Fresh fruit and veg 

 Bread 

 Toiletries 

 Household Cleaning and Laundry Detergent 

 Pet Food 

 

Is my child too ill for school?  
The Chief Medical Officer has asked all schools to remind parents/carers about the importance 
of regular attendance in school. Evidence suggests that the COVID-19 pandemic may have 
caused some parents to feel less confident with assessing whether their child is well enough to 
be in school so they have asked that we provide information to support with this. 
 

There is wide agreement among health professionals and educational professionals that school attendance is vital to 
the life chances of children and young people. Being in school improves health, wellbeing and socialisation 
throughout the life course. The greatest benefits come from children and young people attending school regularly. 
 

It is usually appropriate for parents and carers to send their children to school with mild respiratory illnesses. This 
would include general cold symptoms: a minor cough, runny nose or sore throat. However, children should not be 
sent to school if they have a temperature of 38°C or above. If parents are unsure, the NHS website ‘Is my child too ill 
for school?’ provides up-to-date guidance for parents and carers. 
 

In addition to respiratory illnesses, the DfE are aware that more children have been absent from school due to 
symptoms of anxiety than before the pandemic. Worry and mild or moderate anxiety, whilst sometimes difficult 
emotions, can be a normal part of growing up for many children and young people. Being in school can often help 
alleviate the underlying issues. A prolonged period of absence is likely to heighten a child’s anxiety about attending in 
the future, rather than reduce it. 
 

School has experience of dealing with the issues highlighted above and can help if needed. 

 
  

https://strouddistrict.foodbank.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
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Reading at Charfield – STAR assessments 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

This week, the children from Years 2 to 6 have taken the ‘Star Reading’ assessment on Renaissance. This assessment 
supports us, as teachers to inform decisions about teaching to suit the needs of the class and the individual. 
 

Star Assessments are computer-adaptive tests, which means that children’s reading ability and comprehension skills 
are accurately assessed by the quiz automatically by selecting a more difficult question next. When a student answers 
a question incorrectly, the next question is less difficult. 
 

This assessment identifies the children’s reading age and whether or not this aligns with their actual age. From this, a 
‘Zone of Proximal Development’ (ZPD) range is identified. 
 

The ZPD range gives your child book levels that are not too challenging and not too easy. By having a ‘range’ of books 
to choose from allows children to choose from a greater variety of books which allows them to pursue their interests 
and results in the most motivating reading experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For example: A child is 8 years, 2 months old (actual age) but has a reading age of 9.08 (9 years, 8 months). They will 
have a ZPD range of 3.2 - 4.9. 
 
To make this easier for children to choose books from our library, we have correlated these ranges to coloured 
stickers.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The books are also now categorised by interest levels.  
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This is based on the child’s reading age and maturity level of the content. It helps match students with books that are 
appropriate for their age and interests, ensuring they are engaged and motivated to read. For example, this ensures 
that children who are younger (actual age) but have a higher reading age are not taking home books with content 
which is too mature for them. Likewise, children with a higher actual age than their reading age, are taking home 
books that are suit their reading ability but the content and themes within the text are appropriate to their actual 
age. 
 

The library has been reorganised so that the books are categorised by interest level and ZPD ranges to ensure that the 
children can explore reading within their ‘zone’ at a maturity level which would be appropriate to them. 
 

Books labelled with an ‘L’ (representing ‘lower years’) have content which is appropriate for children in Years 2-4. 
 

Books labelled with an ‘M’ (representing ‘middle years’) have content which is appropriate for children in Years 4-6. If 
your child is in Year 4, Mrs Geddes will ask for your consent as to whether you feel your child is mature enough to 
read at this interest level. 
 

Class teachers will be putting a sticker into your children’s reading records to assist with monitoring the books that 
the children are reading. 
 

If you would like to check a book that you plan to purchase for your child are suitable for their reading and interest 
age, you can use the accelerated reader finder online. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you require any further assistance with understanding the system we have in place for Reading at Charfield. Please 
do not hesitate to speak with me. 
 

Best Wishes, 
Miss Henwood 
English Leader 
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Wake up Wednesday – safeguarding information from the National College 

With around 1.6 million teenage users, Instagram has become a favourite hangout for many youngsters online

 Despite having so many young members on the platform, it poses its fair share of risks.  

Download here >> ow.ly/gfNu50Tv2wu 

 

http://ow.ly/gfNu50Tv2wu
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Learning at Charfield 
 

Class of the Week Lunchtime award 

 

The teachers have voted and 

persuaded and Class of the 

week goes to . . . 

Year 1 

 This year, the lunchtime award is being 

given to a group or individual who has 

demonstrated all our school values. 

This week the award goes to . . .  

This week Year 1 have been working hard to improve 
their skills on listening in class, focus and attention. 

Well done Year,1 you have made a significant 
improvement and made us very proud. 

Well done Butterflies! 
  

HB, PP, AD, L-M E Y6 for organising playtimes for all 

children to enjoy. 

 

Dojo/House points 

 

Falcon Kestrel Merlin 

796 775 777 
 

Well done FALCON! 

 

Respect award 

As part of our Anti-Bullying approach, we celebrate 

children who have gone above beyond to show the 

schools values, particularly respect. 

This week’s respect award goes to . . .   

VH Y4 for stepping in to help some younger 
children show kindness to their peers at play 
time.  
 
EF Y1 for helping clear up a mess in the dining 
hall without being asked.  

 

 

 
 
 

Ladybird class learning . . . 

This week, year 4 have been writing an alternative version of the classic fairytale, Cinderella. We decided to reverse 

the roles and make Cinderella the evil character and make the step-mum kind. We spent this week carefully planning 

our stories before finally writing them up today. Here is a sneak peak of some of the amazing year 4 writers' work. 

This work will be displayed in the school so be sure to have a look when you are next in. 

Mrs Geddes 
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FRIENDS of Charfield School 
 
FRIENDS DATES – LOTS more to follow in next week’s newsletter! 
 

Date Day Time Event 
10 Oct 2024 Thurs 8pm Friends Meeting @ Railway Tavern 

22 Oct 2024 Tues Drop off Rags to Riches collection 

28 Jan 2025 Tues Drop off Rags to Riches collection 

 
 

 

Parentkind – the charity that supports school PTAs - have 
teamed up with Asda, who is making millions of pounds 
available to donate to primary schools across the UK 
through their ‘Cashpot for Schools’ initiative – all you 
have to do is, opt in through the Asda Rewards app, 
choose our primary school and shop and scan in store or 
shop online at Asda.com, between 2nd September and 
30th November 2024 
  
Asda will donate 0.5% of the value of your shop to our 
The Friends of Charfield School. Also, every time 
somebody opts in, Asda will give an additional £1 to the 
school Cashpot. Plus, it doesn’t stop there – Asda are also 
giving £50 to every school to get them started.  
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Community news 
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Dates 2024-2025 
DATE DAY START TIME END TIME EVENT 

01/10/2024 Tue All month Black History Month 

02/10/2024 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting 

03/10/2024 Thu N/A N/A Harvest Festival 

10/10/2024 Thu N/A N/A World Mental Health Day 

15/10/2024 Tue 09:30 10:30 Open Day 1 - am 

15/10/2024 Tue 13:30 14:30 Open Day 1 - pm 

15/10/2024 Tue 15:30 17:30 Parents Evening 1 (early) 

16/10/2024 Wed 16:30 19:30 Parents Evening 1 (late) 

18/10/2024 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

23/10/2024 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 

25/10/2024 Fri N/A N/A Term 1 ends 

04/11/2024 Mon N/A N/A INSET Day 2 

05/11/2024 Tue N/A N/A Term 2 begins for children 

06/11/2024 Wed 09:30 10:30 Open Day 2 - am 

06/11/2024 Wed 13:30 14:30 Open Day 2 - pm 

11/11/2024 Mon N/A N/A Y6 Residential Trip Starts  

11/11/2024 Mon All week Anti-bullying week 

11/11/2024 Mon N/A N/A Remembrance day in school 

13/11/2024 Wed N/A N/A World Kindness Day 

15/11/2024 Fri 16:15 16:45 Y6 Residential Trip Ends 

17/11/2024 Sun All week Road safety week 

19/11/2024 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Grasshoppers (Y2) 

22/11/2024 Fri 09:30 10:30 Open Day 3 - am 

22/11/2024 Fri 13:30 14:30 Open Day 3 - pm 

25/11/2024 Mon 09:30 10:30 Open Day 4 - am 

25/11/2024 Mon 13:30 14:30 Open Day 4 - pm 

26/11/2024 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Dragonflies (Y5) 

27/11/2024 Wed 18:00 19:00 Y5 Parents meeting 1 - Y6 Residential 

03/12/2024 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Butterflies (Y1) 

04/12/2024 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting 

07/12/2024 Sat N/A N/A Christmas Fayre & tree sale 

12/12/2024 Thu 11:30 13:30 Christmas Lunch + jumpers - Children 

13/12/2024 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

16/12/2024 Mon 09:30 10:30 KS1 Nativity dress rehersal (to school) 

17/12/2024 Tue 09:30 10:30 KS1 Nativity 1  

17/12/2024 Tue 14:00 15:00 KS1 Nativity 2 

18/12/2024 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 

19/12/2024 Thu 09:30 10:30 KS2 - Christmas Extravaganza rehearsal 

19/12/2024 Thu N/A N/A KS1 Christmas Parties 

20/12/2024 Fri 09:30 10:30 KS2 - Christmas Extravaganza 

20/12/2024 Fri 14:00 15:00 KS2 - Christmas Extravaganza 

20/12/2024 Fri N/A N/A Term 2 Ends 

06/01/2025 Mon N/A N/A INSET Day 3 

07/01/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 3 begins for children 

09/01/2025 Thu 09:30 10:30 Open Day 5 - am (only) 

09/01/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 2 Swimming Starts (6wks) 

14/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6) 

15/01/2025 Wed 18:00 19:00 Year 6 - SATs Parent Meeting  

21/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Caterpillars (EYFS) 

28/01/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4) 

29/01/2025 Wed All Day Lunar New Year 
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29/01/2025 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting 

03/02/2025 Mon All week Children's mental health week 

04/02/2025 Tue 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3) 

07/02/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

11/02/2025 Tue All day Safer Internet day 

12/02/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 

13/02/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 2 Swimming Ends 

14/02/2025 Fri N/A N/A Term 3 Ends 

24/02/2025 Mon N/A N/A INSET Day 4 

25/02/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 4 begins for children 

27/02/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Starts (6wks) 

05/03/2025 Wed 15:30 17:30 Parents Evening 2 (early) 

05/03/2025 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting 

06/03/2025 Thu All day World Book Day 

06/02/2025 Thu 16:30 19:30 Parents Evening 2 (late) 

07/03/2025 Fri All week (10 days) British science week (7-16 Mar) 

11/03/2025 Tue N/A N/A Photographer - Class & Leavers 

17/03/2025 Mon All week (10 days) Neurodiversity week (18-24 Mar) 

28/03/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

02/04/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 

03/04/2025 Thu Afternoon Year 4 Swimming Ends 

04/04/2025 Fri N/A N/A Term 4 Ends 

22/04/2025 Tue N/A N/A INSET Day 5 

23/04/2025 Wed N/A N/A Term 5 begins for children 

30/04/2025 Wed 17:30 18:30 Local Community Council meeting 

01/05/2025 Thu N/A N/A KS1 test period (throughout May) 

01/05/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Grasshoppers (Y2) 

05/05/2025 Mon N/A N/A May Bank Holiday 

08/05/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Dragonflies (Y5) 

12/05/2025 Mon N/A N/A Year 6 SATs Week 

15/05/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Butterflies (Y1) 

16/05/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

20/05/2025 Tue All week Walk to school week (20th -25th) 

20/05/2025 Tue 12:00 01:15 Gold Lunch 

21/05/2025 Wed 10:30 12:00 Sports Day 

21/05/2025 Wed 12:00 13:00 Sports Day Picnic 

21/05/2025 Wed 13:30 15:00 Sports Day 

23/05/2025 Fri N/A N/A Term 5 Ends 

02/06/2025 Mon N/A N/A Term 6 Begins 

02/06/2025 Mon N/A N/A Y4 Multiplication check period (2wks) 

05/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 EYFS open class Caterpillars 

09/06/2025 Mon N/A N/A Phonics Screening Week 

11/06/2025 Wed 18:00 19:00 New Reception Parents Evening 

12/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Bumblebees (Y6) 

16/06/2025 Mon All week Pride week 

18/06/2025 Wed N/A N/A Reserve Sports Day 

20/06/2025 Fri N/A N/A INSET Day 6 

26/06/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Ladybirds (Y4) 

28/06/2025 Sat N/A N/A CHARFUN 

01/07/2025 Tue 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 1 + music parents 

02/07/2025 Wed 09:00 09:30 Music Assembly 2 + music parents 

03/07/2025 Thu 15:15 15:45 Open Class - Beetles (Y3) 

07/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 1 

09/07/2025 Wed N/A N/A Moving Up Day 



13 
 

10/07/2025 Thu 09:00 10:00 Leavers Play dress rehearsal (to school) 

11/07/2025 Fri 14:30 15:00 Gold assembly 

11/07/2025 Fri N/A N/A Reports to Parents 

14/07/2025 Mon 13:30 15:20 Block Swimming Week 2 

14/07/2025 Mon 18:00 19:30 Leavers Play 

16/07/2025 Wed 12:00 13:15 Gold Lunch 

22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Leavers assembly (for school) 

22/07/2025 Tue N/A N/A Term 6 Ends 

 


