
READING in the CSET Concept Curriculum

Our INTENT and PHILOSOPHY 

Our philosophy is that reading is essential for
learning. In accordance with the national curriculum,
children are provided with a breadth of reading
opportunities across all subjects.
We understand the importance of reading as the
key to unlocking new knowledge and for children to
discover the enjoyment and escapism that reading
can provide. During their time with us, children
enhance reading fluency, consider the impact of
language and build their vocabulary, allowing them
to be immersed in the wider curriculum. Children
understand that reading is a life skill. We believe
that all children should have the opportunity to
become confident, fluent readers for life –
understanding inference, retrieval of information,
and the author's intent. Core books for each year
group are carefully chosen to ensure that they are
age appropriate, pitched accurately to support
optimum progress and provide opportunities to
discover and use new and challenging vocabulary.

“There is more treasure in books than in all the 
pirate’s loot on Treasure Island.”Walt Disney

Our IMPLEMENTATION

Early readers are encouraged to respond to stories they have
heard through talk and play. Decodable books link directly to
each child's phonics knowledge and a structured system is in
place to support these books being taken home. As we wish
to encourage a love of books for all, prior to pupils reading
decodable phonics books, children can take home picture-
only books to share with their family.
As soon as a child has started to learn letter sounds, as part of
our phonics program, they are taught to use these to decode
unknown words in books that are carefully matched to reflect
the sounds taught and the needs of the child. These books
also contain challenging vocabulary and a variety of text
types which enable plenty of book talk while also supporting
comprehension skills.
From Year 2, regular assessments (e.g. STAR tests) are
undertaken to enable all children to have access to books that
offer an appropriate level of challenge. Reading ‘test papers’
like those used at the end of each Key Stage, are also used a
key points in the year from Year 2 onward. The information
from these is analysed to check for gaps in learning and to
inform the teaching of reading skills.
The teaching of reading skills is incorporated within phonics
sessions in Reception and Year 1, and taught daily from Year 2
in guided sessions. These sessions also aims to recognise
where further support in the learning of reading skills may be
required and targeted.

Concepts that are addressed in Writing include:

✔ Enrichment through explicit vocabulary teaching

✔ Comprehension

✔ Grapheme/phoneme correspondence

Subject Specific Concepts

✔ Opportunities to read for skill development, stamina 
and for expression. 

✔ Good quality literature  to support immersion

✔ Links to good quality literature, picture books and 
textbooks.

✔ Cross-curricular links, demonstrating the purpose of 
applying reading as a skill to any subject.

Deepening knowledge & skills



The use of quality texts
Our choice of reading material is careful and always aims to
engage and enthuse children whilst simultaneously expanding
their vocabulary and reading fluency.

Reading lessons

Reading opportunities  in 
classrooms
Each classroom has a designated reading area with a wide
variety of fiction and non-fiction books. Children visit the
school library regularly, where teachers model effective
practice and support children to choose interesting, enjoyable
and challenging texts.

Everyday, children enjoy story time with their class teacher,
and this promotes reading for pleasure.

Teachers as expert readers

HOW we teach READING at Charfield

We follow a progressive curriculum that builds
knowledge and skills over time.

Our reading lessons develop children's understanding
of context, vocabulary and author purpose. We also
focus on language, inference and retrieval skills. We
use VIPERS to support this.

In addition to this, teachers ensure that reading is a
fundamental element in learning about all subjects,
and this approach exposes pupils to different genres
and text types.

All teaching staff are expected to be skilled in the
teaching of reading.

We have received training from Alex Quigley and
all staff reference ‘Closing the reading gap’ and
other reading training when trying to identify
reading barriers for children.

We aim to do this through CPD opportunities and
the use of academic texts for the basis of our staff
meetings, discussions and training sessions.

https://shelleygrayteaching.com/do-you-need-help-with-number-talks-heres-the-quick-start-guide/#:~:text=During%20a%20number%20talk%2C%20the,ways%20to%20solve%2010%2B12!

